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CONCLUDED. 



CHAPTER X. 

<' Come^ be a man — ^Drown thyself? Drown cats and blind 

puppies ! I have professed me thy friend, and I confess rae 

knit to thy deserving with cables of perdurable toughness : 

could never better stead thee than now : put money in thy 

purse." 



This last adventure affected Henry but litr 
tie when it first occurred^ for though under his 
present cirpumstances a certain store of ready- 
money was very agreeable, he had now become 
so accustomed to, the ruggedness of the i^oad 
through life, that he stepped over minor ills, as 
the traveller, anxious , to reach the summit of 
the mountain, skips over the ^ittle hillocks )^e 
encounters in his path, or, if he be wise and 
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2 MERTON. 

skilful^ renders them rather of use in his task 
of climbing. 

The trial was at hand, the result of which 
was to him the summit of the mountain ; and 
while in pursuit of his ^veat object (a final 
disentanglement from his unfortunate marri- 
age), he would not have been likely to care a 
great deal for his six hundred and two pounds 
eighteen shillings and sixpence, which in all 
probability he should eventually recover, had 
not the gentleman we have already mentioned 
(Mr. Templeman the solicitor) mildly illustra- 
ted the proverb which says, that " Necessity has 
no law," by reminding Henry of the increasing 
expenses of his case, and the absolute want of 
means for carrying it on, which (however great 
his respect for his client) he could not at the 
moment himself conveniently ftirnish. This lit- 
tle refreshener coming just at the same time as 
the bankruptcy ofMessrs^Saddington, Wynch^ 
and Colville, made Henty feel the importance 
and inconvenience of his loss, which otherwise 
he would have regarded as a trifle, and more- 
over reduced him to the necessity of looking 
out for some mode of raising the money re- 
quired for bislawyers. 
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His- salary from Ckyvemment, it i^ppeored, 
upon a side^ivinded enquiry, which he made at 
the Colonial Office, did not begin till his lur- 
riyal at the place of -his destination*— a circum- 
stance whioli, while it'Sppke very favourably- for 
the economy of the administration, considerably 
lowered the value of the appointment in bis (eye, 
inasmuch as he was quite certain that Mrs. Mea- 
dows would never acquiesce in her daughter-s 
banishment to an island, whose existence was 
doubtful, and where, if an establtehment wei^ 
actually formed, the " flame they were so Hch 
in," would hardly s^rve to keep her and her 
husband warm through a five mouths' night. 

This little drawback he resolved jto maintain 
profoundly secret in 'his own breast; hoping 
when it came to* the point, either to make an ar- 
rangement with some desperate man labouring 
under a wife and ten children, who tnight be 
glad to exchange some six or seven hundred 
p6unds per annum\\exe^ for a quadrupled in- 
come nearer tlie Pole, or at all events induce 
Panhy*s mother to relinquish her opposition ib 
a match, which, according to the proverb, seem- 
ed to have been <^ made in Heaven." 
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Hairy in this dilemma bad recourse- to ^liat 
^appears a very silly scheme for an intelligent 
-young man; to adopt: it was no other than 
.that of answering an advertisement put forth 
' through some morning newspaper, by one A. B. 
who professed the greatest readiness to assist 
heirs, public officers, and persons of respecta- 
.bility of all sorts, with money, on the short- 
est notice and the most equitable terms. He 
,met with immediate encouragement from the. 
.mysterious personage, who lay perdu some-* 
where in the n^ghbou^hopd of the.New Road, 
• and'bairiDg: in due , time visited hini, and been 
very civilly received, proposed to borrow a 
, thousand pounds upon that, wliich eveiy bor- 
rower is extren^ely ready to oflfer, but which 
.few lenders are inclined to accept^his own 
^personal security. 

There appeared, as might be supposed, a 
good deal of difficulty in the outset of the 
.negotiation, but after two or three -days* delay, 
sundry visits and- letters, reference^ an^ appli- 
cations, the agent's friend, who was to /be the 
lender, who lived out of town, and who more- 
over appeared to calcidate. more upon the da- 
mages to be recovered by Henry firom Lavii^- 
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X<^ than any otlier securit;^ made an arrange- 
ment which seemed extremely fair to tbifr bor- 
rower, aiid was immediately entered into. > 
Tiie lender was a general misrehaht, who had 
not the money, bnt the i}iMey'«''»Mir}^ at com- 
mand ;. and accordingly, Henry, upon die sug- 
gestion and. at the reeommenchtidn of A. B. 
eventually received, after ' deducting thirty 
pounds for a. douceur io the said A. B. and 
fifty, pounds (or a ; year's interest, thirtyrfive 
do^n of Champagne, at six pounds per dozen; 
fifteen tons* of outshot h^mp, at thirty-eight 
pounds per ton ; twenty pounds': worth of 
Purbeck paving stones ; and a ton-and-a-half 
of Derby cheese, at sixty-five shillings per 
€zs>t. ; into possession of which, together; with 
twenty-two pounds ten shillings, m cash, my 
'hero was forthwith put, in return for a bond 
ju^lgm^t, and warrant of attorney for one 
thonpand pounds. f ; '. • 

y This being arranged, the exemplary A.- B. 
kindly enquired whether he should imdeitake 
(which he wbuld do £ov a very trtfiing com- 
jaibsion) to dispose .of these articles on ac- 
count of my hero' :' a proposition so extremely 
civij and oblighigthat it did not require a mo- 
b3 
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meni^s consideration <m Heiiry^s part to b^ 
accepted* Time was of conrse necessary to 
throw, them judiciously into the market, which 
Henry cotdd not aflford to give, and they were 
•accordingly sold by the gceat- exerttcms and 
•good management of the kind mediator, for 
nearly finir irandred pmmds^ wiirdi was thouglit 
by Henry a. v^ &vourable retncn, considering 
that he had discovered, soon after the arrange- 
ment was inad^ that the Champaigne wa$ ropy, 
the hemp not answerable to sample, that the 
I^]d)eck stoties had been lost by the sinking of 
a barge in a squally night pew limehouse, and 
that the cheese, instead of Deii>y, which it pro- 
fessed to be^ was^ small Edam, (foreign.) 

Stilly however, the money was obtained^ the 
works wiere> oiled, and the great machinery of 
>the law was put in motion : every hour, as the 
day of 4rifil approached, brotight fresh certainty 
of the result, and the ten thousand pounds, 
•at which th^ damage were laid, nifight be fairly 
'considered in Henry's pocket. 

la t^ mean time, Mrs« Meadows's benevo^* 
lence with req)ect to her ne\|r prategie^ Miss 
^rabam^ by no ^means slambered, and her 
efforts on her befaulf were repitid, much to her 
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surprise, by a checque for oii^ tbous^uid pdundU, 
which was enclosed to her for Mary'a ude^'at 
the desire of Old Feltoii, who was extt^mely; 
ill, and unable himself tor write mo)*^ ih^ hifr 
name. The sSkit had ther^m been mi^Bagedf 
between his o^tdroey and his bosMekee^r, MtB*, 
Ga^e, who wascn Jtfiar^V«ecr^ buitwho <K4 
not tell the wk0le stwr^y^ihet'tol^mmpt^'i 
annuated master or to the.lawym*y biK^ <^nfidedr 
to both of them ja&t enough to comobOrale^ the) 
statement of Mrs. Meadojivs's fiiend^ QiBid piwe- 
the obligaitioa which tb&FeUon &tnily \i«ere ttu«^ 
der, to do something A>r ^e yojung woman, with- 
out making any explanati(»k likely to weekea 
^n affection, which the said lawyer,. who h^ 
lately succeeded his father in business at JE^yers*^ 
Aeld, h^d in early daygr felt for ^he said ]V|ary*. 

Old Fe^ton had few rdations, a^ifid, t|iose Vut 
distant' ones : the Castletons' were, perhaps, 
amongst the nearest of his connexions, and 
with ' them he kept up no communication. 
George, the young' man my readers may iie« 
coUea |LS being the companion of John Fel- 
ton, on the shooting party at Carlton, had Boar^ 
ried in eucha way as to disoblige the cdd gen- 
tleman so seriously, that he had quite d^iscarded 
B 4 
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him. Thus, consideriTig the state of his health 
and his intellect, and the influence under whldi 
he evidently was at this period, it did not ap- 
pear at all improbable, that Mary Graham, by 
the miiSPeilresentations of the interested party 
(who had the making of Eelton's will> and who^, 
would hate been enraptured under such chv 
cumstances to mairy her), might, in an almost 
miraculous manner, become possessed of more 
of the old man's .property than she ever ex- 
pected, or than indeed would ever have feHen 
to her shar^ had her seAicer survived. 
" The good ftMTtune of some persons, and the 
preVerse fete of others, are, I admit, the sub- 
jects pf my present consideration ; and I can- 
not but pause for a moment to remark, how dif* 
fei-ent the -poditions in which the various cha- 
racters of my drama stand at the present mo- 
ment^ are from' those in which we found them' 
at its commeite^ment^ Hdw long the sunshine* 
of otie ' set of persons ■ and the gloom laf the 
other are to last, time will shew : most certainly 
Henry*s present situation was capable of much 
amendment. No wonder, then, that hre hopes 
and expectations were called into foil play by 
the one eertaintj/^ that in a few days the im- 
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portant cause of Morton v. LaTington would 
be called on and decided. > 

. 'Tkere was a titde drawback (as indeed-there 
genentlfy wa^to all his anCicipaled successes 
in lift) upon the present occasion^ 'Vditeh pre- 
sented^ itself in the diapeof a piece of t intelli- 
gence fix)m Mrs.. Meadows, of^h^r intention 
to go with her daughter to Paris imnMdiatdy* 
Mr^ Wilson, so long the admirer of Miss Ne* 
Tille (Fanny's frbnd), had at length ' been ac- 
cepted by that lady, with the consent of hev 
fether and connexions, and Fanny. was solicited 
to accept the office of bnde^s-maid upon the 

occasion of her appeoacbing marriage :^ - i 

^ It was almost impossible to refiise ; and since 
WilsQii had resolved on taking. his bride iVom 
the church9>door to France, to iBtrodace her to 
his^aunt, who was living in thel French metro-^ 
]X>liS| . Mrs. Meadows all at oBce discovered 
thatr it would, be the most admirable oppc^tu* 
nity. ibr her to pay a visit to the ancient frienda 
of her youth, .the ci-deDant buttonriuakers. of 
Harley Street,, whose fiimily .bad been.. lurki^. 
either. v(h Pari». or its neighbotubood^ erer since, 
the death of Uie.'old gentleman, who was the/ 
head of it-r-an act of .gratitude and reqp^t, 
b5 
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Upon whieh sbe dilated with her oecustomed 
animation and enthusiasm. 

} admire siacerity, and worriiip gratitude, 
wl^rever it diq^ys itself; but I cannot, ewen 
with n^ charitable diqpotttion towards my 
friends, riiut my^ eyes and open my ears so 
impUcitly aid civilly, as to blind myself to 
factfi and listen to pretences at their will and 
pleasure. I give Mrs. Meadows credit for 
a great deal of good feeling,, mixed with a 
tolerable diare of woildliness, a little cant, a 
sufficient quantky of vanity, imd the usual pro- 
portion of knatemal affection^ and I perceived 
the moment this pixiposed excxu^ionto the 
Cohtiuent was comflftUfitcated to me, some- 
thing in it more than ^^ met die ear,"*^that 
is to say, as I listened — I looked ; as I heard 
— I saw ; and in the twirddiag of an eye dism 
covered that, although affiK^tion to dd friends, 
gratitude to old connexions, and the sweet tri- 
bute payable to ^' Auld Lang Syne," were thq 
ostensible 'Causes of the movement, some^ng 
more had occurred, than my «mart fiiend with 
the<rouge^uid ringlets chose to. develope, to oc- 
casion the sudden alteration in their plans* 

The real truth was, that the wary Mrs« 
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Mea^ws had l^en picking up renmgnements 
of Henry's affikiiB from varioufi qnartera* Sfaa 
began to dc»ui>t, in some degree, the value of 
his appainlUn^ni; she Iiad heard of the neces- 
sity of residence on the qx>t y and had more** 
oyer collected — certainly ngt 6poiahi^ friends 
-T-rdoilbts as to tlie msuk of the trial ; putting 
^]\ of ^hich together, she reaolYed, that an 
expedition to France would, while it strength* 
ened l>erchamcter for amiability and tenderness 
c£ S^eiia^f afford her time for the consideration 
of her future conduct, towards lier sai^disant 
son-in-law, who fluctuated in her estimation, 
like a; Gdombian Bond in ihe Foreign Stock- 
MaiJiet^ her aflfecdonatowardef him bdng regu- 
lated by his eircumstfoices, as implicitly as the 
tides are influaiced by the pale orb of night. 

Fanny, much as she esteemed Lucy iNeyille, 
felt a little distaste for the proti^octed sejour ^ 
in France ; but her mother won her 0¥«r to her 
way .of considering the matter, by pointing out 
the indelicacy there would.be in a, marriage 
with.Mertbn, im^iediately after the decision of 
the Court, widi respect to his present wife ; not 
to sp^ of the law's xlelay^ whidi would mi- - 
Iitateserk)\\% against the final termination of 
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the caie^ so as to render the plaintiff marrmge**^ 
able again, vhichln all probability he would 
not legdly be ibr many months to come. 

K Marry in haste, and repent at leisnre/' is a 
proverb in pretty g^eral use; but seriously 
speaking, however easy it maybe to get a Wife 
in England, the difficulty of geltii^g rid of one 
is by no means triiing. Divdrce is one of 
the blest privileges of aristocracy, and Mrsr 
Meadows foresaw rubs and impedifinenis, of 
theimtiirieof wiiich she was quite aware,, but 
which she certainly did not succeed in making 
Fanny perfectly well understand. ' f 

The Nevilles were delightedwith the schemed 
of making up the pietrty ; and when Fanny, either 
in/mngle^'hearted good^nature, or in' hopes of 
getting out of it altogether, started her fevdurite 
protegie^ Mary Graham, as an objection to ttie 
planj ^ewas over-ruled in a moment. Her 
mother argued, that interested as they n^ht 
be, from circumstances, in the fate of that 
young person, still, neither her claim upon: 
them, nor her condition of life, could sanction 
them in making her one of such an expedition, 
nor justify A^ in expecting such a. mark of 
attention. ^ Mrs. NetUle,^ however, found a 



Digitized by 



Google 
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ftars. She proposed to idee Miss Grafaam with ' 
her to Brighton^ where she and her husband 
were goitig^ after the wedding, to givethe two 
younger giris the benefit of the sea air. 
* This was an offer : Mary had won upon Mrs. 
NevMe by her delicate manners, her personal 
attractions, l^r unassuming accomplishments, 
^nd the interesting detail of her sorrows. The 
moment had now arrived in which she was to 
decide whether she should still keep on the 
mask, or avow her real circumstances. The 
question was a most important one : slie would 
be maile by silence, and marred by Candour.* 
The poor girl, though she looked divinely, was 
in feet but human-^her secret was known 
only to on^ individual on earth; that individual 
loved, pitied, and would never betray her.' 
She was therefore safe, if she kept her own 
counsel : H would have been an act of self-de- 
votion and novel heroism &r beyond the im- 
perfect ability of a poor finite creature, to have 
avowed her guilty to those who loved her for 
her misfortunes, and would have discarded her 
for hef faults. 
'^ I^ as the satirists say^ itisa wonder that 
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a woman keeps a secret, the wooiler perhaps 
ceases wlien the secret li^tp^efH^ to be ber 
own. Certain it is, Uiat Mary Gmhwn ^on* 
4ucted h^raelf wonderfully upoa the present 
occasion, and never dropped the remotest hint 
towards the real state of the casie. She was 
received into the &iuily of the Nevilles^ not 
exactly as governess, to the younger girls, but 
i^s their temporary companion and associate 
during the absence of their newly married sis- 
ter, who was exp^led to. return from her con- 
tinental visi^ in abou|, four months, and in that 
general and undefined capacity for which she 
appeared so admirably qualified, was speedily 
domesticated in their house. 

Some of my readers will think, that Mary 
should have assumed a dlffibr^nt tone, have 
taken higher grpund, and have starved, rather 
than thus practise a tacit imposition upon so 
respectable a family as the Nevilles ; and if I 
had been inventing adventures instead of de- 
tailing focts, or working out morals instead of 
illustrating proverbs, it would have been right, 
no doubt, to have made her fling herself at 
Mrs. Neville's feet, her beautiful brown hair 
all dishevelled, her compressive dark blue eyes 
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^Uedrwitlvlear$yiifid IB a strain of be«(rti>broken 
d€»p^r tMGm ih^r " single .error," then pro- 
b«My mrfifrom hev p^tronqaiVpraBence^ either 
into jA tvHdavnees, or 4o tmiMdiate: death. But 
ualure^ 9eK*preserved iMUure, from wbkh alone 
I afceCcby piKWfHed my liltle TiUager (o a very 
^ilfecent Kne of eKHHikici. She bad lot^d, ^nd 
b^en deceiyed-*<-Aa^ she bad been miser^e 
enough^* H^iTen by>ws! I4>ng*du^ring ii^d 
i:epenta«»eiliadlbriifi«d he^ mind) imd reason 
and celigioA had taaghl bier (a regard the Avorld 
with cpmplaceht satisfiictlotiy and resolve to 
livei in u, an Amended life> and atone for 
her .past error by the most e?cemplary con* 
duiCt. 

With, all ibese ^od.resQlutvoii% and the ex- 
tremity pleasant offer of Mrs, Neville to boot, 
(in ^hkh her children eagerly joined) Mary 
determined ta settle . heraelf comfortably when 
she ebuld:;— «a. decision which does not peem 
very ^stmordinajry, and wbiicb gave all parties 
coneeined the moat heartfdt j^easuret 

Amongst tlK>8e iwhobeardof It, np one was 
more truly gratified .than, poor Mrst Gage, whp» 
in her aB^tiqaate letterp to I!^Sai*y, mentioned 
that the old 'squicetep^tecyy spoke of her with 
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teats in his eyes, and she was sure if it had 
been 'pressed upon him^ would haye had her 
down to Hayersfield-^a measure which the said 
Mrs. Gage, for reasons best known to herself 
and which any of us may guess, did not think 
it safe or judicious to enforce at the moment. '- 
All this, then, being arranged, Henry, as I 
have already said, was informed of the gi«at 
movement of the Meadowses, and it came upon 
him the more heavily as it was quite unex- 
pected. There was a solace, a comfort in the 
society of the mother and her daughter, which 
cheered him even in his saddest hoursl . Their 
house was the haven where he anchored safdy, 
afier the most tempestuous days; and that they 
should reiik>ve themselves to such a distance 
just as his calamities were coining to a close,* 
and his diiBculties drawing to a conclaskxij ap- 
pei^red a sort of renewal -of ilUIuck,' for which^ 
he vms not prepstred,^and he bore it with less 
philosophy than he usufdly had at commiyid. 
Wounds and thrusts, and blows and buffetings 
froih indifferent people in the world, be* could ^ 
endure, but a stab inflicted by Fanny's hand 
was sharp'indeed ; for, as he said, he was quite 
sure if she had really resMted the proportion. 
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it would not bate been enforced. It was in yain 
she represented the actual state of tbe case, as' 
she was tanght to believe it : he wad dissatirfted; 
and if he had not known that Majdr Ruslibrook'^ 
was actually at an English watering-place, he- 
would assuredly have heeri (as a weU-^regulated 
lover ought never to be) in a pas^on. 

A most extraordinary penchant (hyrers will 
think it natural) seized him iii the midst of his 
irritatibn, which was no other than an invete*' 
rate desire to see IVance. But there werelmmy 
circumstances which Miiitat€ldagiainst his join** 
ing the party d^tined for that cdu^ti^^ some of 
which were insuperable, which, by the way^ 
the lady mother of my Fanny knew perkily 
well at the time she made the arrangement; 
and poor Henry was doomed to hear bells ring, * 
which jingled not for him, eat bride-cake he 
had ' tiot ordered, and stand upon the steps of 
Mrs. Neville's door to see Fanny and happi- 
ness once more roll away from him in Wilson's' 
travelling carriage and four, in which the party 
started for Dover immediately after the wed- 
ding breakfast. ... 

It was all too true, and yet «o sudA^n^ that 
it seemed like a dream; and till the serVant 
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asked him if, he would not walk in, he stood at 
tlie door gazkig^ transfixed like a statue. The 
duloess of the rest of tlie day was so insuffer'* 
able, that h^ almost lamented the absence of 
soaie seiiouB misfortunes,, which generally oc* 
qurisd to hisn at the rate of one per die$^ and 
which might have' given, something' Jike interest 
to hisi esa^tence. 

; To be iHice^in a sh<Kt time he wpidd be 
engaged in the HM^^-^theEe would be excite- 
ipent and agitafifon enough to satisfy any inan 
disUkiQgfs^l Ufe, f «Msd h».enH)ea¥our^ to ,busy 
him^f . ia-lbe preparations^ which were, in 
fact, already made. 

• Henry, although- convinced of his success, 
bad left no precaution untaken to ensure it ^ 
and eoorly on the eventful morning he repaired 
to the neighbourhood of Westminster HMy 
and breakfasted with his amiable and exem- 
plai*y solicitor; who, however, although he ate 
very heartily, did not iq>pear quite so elated with 
the prospect before him as his sanguine client. 

Henry had not nerve, nor did he consider it 
delicate to go into the court openly and 
£ivowedl|^« but so soon as he had gathered that 
the case Was actually on, he stole anxiously 
ibitber, and concealing himself partly behind a 
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eujrtaia &sid a column in a dark corner^ hk eager 
eBxs received with rapture the coiranctng «*»• 
toryof liis kading counsel^ who, miA ravpHsing 
energy and a flow of eloquence pbr&cd; :a»* 
tpundii^, deleted, in knguage ir&tck it 
would only injure to repeat, ^^ the rbr^it ianod 
of Hyjanenbucning^ltkethelanip inCtfae puivftne 
of Vesta, blurred and snlUed^asitlay .upoaihe 
sanctifi^ ahinr by the isftorilegioui hand of liie 
defendant^^wiio came hurrymg^from EVan^like 
ibe spoiler of old, and hastening to CuirtdiH 
fltieet, May FWir^lilDefthe 4e«dly'iei^pentteiiti]M« 
ikig the confidb^ woman to li^ rain.^ 

In slHirt, the metapbors were so ii^^pieaty 
the imagery to:briltia«it,aiid the-kuigiuige 00 
redundant, that ailhoiugh, owing to the prover- 
bial ba^e of his conntrymien (finr he was an 
Irish gentiebauf),' the learned oouasel, in a 
similar^tyle to that which I have quoted, liken- 
ed ^^^e insidious defimdanf," whose guilty 
^ears he sm^r^ at^ ^^to a politic croeodile com* 
ing in a tfarc^ling carmgie to snatdb away his 
Uoomitig prey/' andclilEuq^ed him-vrithaurytng 
off the lady, leaning on bis^^arntHke a wily fox as 
he wa^ from ^^ to assembly j'-— still it daizzled, 
it won, it e:td«ed, it aglMt^d the whole court. 
The jury trembled, the foreman's hair actually 
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uncurkd itsdf, and the l««Md ChiefiJustice 
Uew faisiiose twice at its conchimon. The 
thing was settled ; and He^ Mras sd convinced 
of. the- result, that be inuiKined^no man ^pold 
be bcdd enoii|^ or silly enough to attempt any 
thkig like'a'raply;' * 

'^ Butj aks! up rose a steady, grave, and 
sedn^looktilgipersen, who, after the learned 
coudiel. fer the pliB^tntiff had called his wit- 
oes^es, a«d .proved his fiicte to the entire 
satiifiNeCioa' of every ii^diifiefeiit person, and ta 
the.jbeMrtfek moktifi^tion of poor Henry, who 
snm most, amcion^ for^ such proof, and yet 
^i&oel v9iBpi at hifi own suecess, began so to 
cfDss*eMmi^e^. torture,: ttirh and twist their 
evidence, that my heto retiiNsKl to his coffee* 
house in double-quick time, and in an agony 
of doubt and amazconent.^ Here he meant to 
have retaatned, and waited till the great end 
was achieved^ but it was a situation too trying, 
too agitating: he agi^in returned to his snug 
corner in the court, and again listened. The 
first words. wfaJG^'cjEiugbt his ear sounded some« 
thing like tbe8e!,<^they<^unefrdm the B^ndhr- 
, ^^Wbat ! do you mean to tell the Court that 
the; plaintiff left his wife two days after their 
marriage, to visit another woman ?" 
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The answer vras quite ihttud^ble. 
• << Can that be the. case ?r said, the learned 

^Tudge again, someVdiat sbaq>ly. . i : 

..Here a muonurtng aisued, the ptuport tX 
which, from the distance, at which he Wiui 
placed, and the noise of his neighbourB^ who 

.^i.d.not care ooe. straw about the.veault of the 

.case then trying, Henry could not per^Mrtly 
understand; but he heard the graTe-looidng 
person, who was of counsel for the ;deCeQdaBt, 
conclude 8oa)ething he bad been saying' .with 
this ^imated appeal-^ , . . f 

, *^ It is a)l perfectly true, my Lord; and 
now, jmy J^ord, this man, this Merton, thk de- 
b^sed, degraded plfuntiff, has the effrontery 

.to come here mid ask for damages 1" . 

Henry could just see the; face of the jwlge 
over, the backs of the barristers', wigs, and never 

. were surprijBe, indignation, contempt,- and ridi- 
ci^le, jmore spkndidly illustrated than in the 
QOuntenance of his Lordship after this agree- 
abWf yet somewhat forcible dbservation^ : : 
^ Whc|t added to Henry's mifteiy was, tW a 
judge :wJio is ordinarily and proveribiaJly a grate 

. perspn^ige, should, after h«^rtng this, actually 
smile and nod %i his learned brother Seijpiint 
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Honeydew, expressing by his looks and ges- 
turts, that be bad never heard any thing so 
impudent or absard in the "^ole coiirse iof 
his pmotfce^ as tbts attempt to get compen- 
sation for such a loss. 

When his Lordship began to sum up, and 
made two or tliree extremely unpleasant allu- 
sions, to the plaintiffs decei>tion and desertion 
of his wife, Henry was first tfngry and theh 
mheirable ; but when, in reference to his notes 
of tlie examination, his liordship descanted 
upon the plurality of Mrs. Milton's inMelities, 
and inveighed bitterly against the meanness of 
the plaintiff, who had evidently married her fm- 
the sake of her fortune, and the advantage 
likely to arise from the influence of Lord Ca^- 
tletofi, he was paralysed. He who would not 
have suffered the slightest imputation to be 
cast upon his character without instantly re- 
senting it, doomed to listen to a description of 
himself absolutely revolting — it was too much ; 
and he rushed firom the fene of justice to his 
old retreat at the tavern, where his solicitor at 
four o'clock joined him ; and with a jbce con- 
siderably lengthened from fatigue and dtsap- 
pointment, informed him that the jury, upon 
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the ground of hU negUci and deception to- 
vfards his n^w marri^ A¥tfe^ her notorious 
misconduct before, and hi» appai^Hit colli>- 
sion ifi bet intfigues after, marriage, had re^ 
turned a VEftDicT van the defendant ! 

I think little remains to be said to impress 
iipon my readers the effe<st this intelligence had 
wpon Henry :— duped,. deceifed, and imposed 
upon by the girl, for dupng, deceiving, and im- 
positig upon whom, he was saddled with her for 
Hie; liable to her debts $ open to the ridicule, 
if not the absolute contempt, of the wot*ld; 
ftigmatized in a public court as the willing ven« 
dor of his own reputation in tlte first instance, 
and the easy bartefv'er of that of las wife in the se- 
cond; loaded with all the costs of the suit in 
question by way of immedia^ ill, and eter- 
nally Bhut out of tlie possibility of marrying 
Fanny Meadows! 

He turned in his distress to his three 
counsel, and never was more surprised in 
his life than at finding them in the most ad- 
mirable spirits. His horror, however, was com- 
plete, when he, who (like all of us at various 
times) fancied at that moment the eyes of th^ 
whole world w^e en him, and everybody more 
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or less interested in the imponmnt cause jufit 
th<eti. concluded — beheld the grate-*1ooldiig 
gentlen^n who had cut up his eTid^nce, ri- 
dicuil^ his advocate, and clearly displayekl 
that. His learned friend was. totally ignorant of 
his subject, step into the same carrij^re^with 
his' opponent, and. invite the second of his 
counsel to take an early dinner wjth him before 
a consultation at the chambers of a third in 
Lincoln^s Inn that ev eiiuag. — INnner ! thought 
Henry;; sickenii^ at the vroid ; and can these 
heartless n^en thkik of dicing after my defeat ! 
. One of his lawyers, however, did otkr some* 
thing li^e consolatipn, and Henry listiened to 
him with implicit attention, ^nd a certain de- 
gree of gmtitude. He was the junior, slnd Itav- 
ing nothing whatever to do, speculated upon 
being invited to dine with his client : he, how- 
ever, failed in this attempt, for, when by way 
of soothing iny poor hero he .talked to, him of 
lodging an appeal in the Arches, of going over 
the matter, again, of appealing to the delegates, 
of a probability that he might get a verdict in 
his favour; ^and then by allowing his wife a 
handsome maintenance, secure himself from her 
society, while he applied to parliament for a 
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cjitorce, and eventually, in five or six years, at 
a certain expense, probably rid himself of her 
altogether. He talked a jargon quite unintelligi- 
ble to Henry, and which, instead of provoking 
an invitation, brought on something like q, pa- 
roxysm of madaess : he was perfectly bewil- 
. ctered ; and had not the kindness and attention 
of his solicitor forced him into the acceptance 
of a proffered dinner at Ats house, I am inclined 
to believe that my narrative would have been 
cut short here, by the self-destruction of our 
.unfortunate hero. 

He was, however, doomed to afford more 
sport; and as I cannot extricate him satis&cto- 
fily from his present difficulties, I shall for the 
present leave him to his iate> promising, at all 
events, "to run him again to-morrows'* 
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CHAPTER XL 



' Put out the light, and tlien /' 



WuEX, after a torturing night of sleepless 
recollections, poor Merton arose from his bed, 
it seemed as if he "Were in a mldemess; those 
from whom alone he could receive consolation 
were far away, and the flippant attentions of 
common-place acquiuntances would but ill 
atone for that soothing interest vfhich real 
friendship only feels and only can impart. 

Anxious of course to see the account of the 
trial, in which he had so conspicuously figured 
the day before, he seated himself at the break- 
fast;ta^lQ, and proceeded to read the detail of 
his own deception and his wife's infidelitiesi 
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till he began to fiincy himself a perfect monster 
of deformity. The eloquent .speech, which he 
had not sufficient courage to hear, displaying 
all the affiiir of Southampton and Liverpool, the 
narrative of Mrs. M erton's feelings, the agony 
she endured from the deception practised upon 
her, in short everything which could harrow up 
the feelings of a jury against him, in the plead- 
ing, and which would not fail to have the same 
effect upon the public now that it was printed, 
came like basilisks to his eyes, and he threw 
down the paper in a fit of wretchedness, not at 
all decreased by finding in another journal a 
long and important paragraph, written in a high 
tone of morality, in which the writer deduced,- 
from an exposure of the enormities of the young 
and profligate couple, the most useful lessons 
to the rising generation. 

While mechanically going through the mo- 
tioils of breakfast-eating, he again took up the 
same newspaper, and turning to the reports of 
parliamentary debates, perceived to his surprise 
and (strange to say) gratificaticm, ihat one of 
the members of the Opposition, very notorious 
for his strict and ri^d examination into th^ 
proceedings of Government^ had given notic^ 
c 2 
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of a motion for the next Tuesday, on the sub' 
ject of the '' CWil Establishment at Melville 
Island." 

With a brevity most remarkable as well as 
satisfactory, this exemplary gentleman had up- 
on the present occasion confined himself to a 
general satire upon the profligacy of adminis- 
tration, stating that he delayed coming to par- 
ticulars, till he should be better inforined upon 
the subject, which he seriously expected to be, 
in the early part of ^he ensuing week, when he 
promised the honourable gentlemen opposite, 
that he would bring forward his motion. He 
wished, however, to satisfy himself in the pre- 
sent stage of (he business, upon one point, by 
asking an honourable member, whom he saw 
in /his place, whether there actually was such 
an island as " Melville Island ;" and if it ex- 
isted, in What degrees of latitude and longi- 
tude it was to be found ? To which that ho- 
nourable gentleman in reply (as it becomes 
ev^ry member of a government to do) profeised 
his incompetency to answer, two questions of 
such importance, in the absence of an honour- 
^le friend of his, who would. doubtless be able 
to give the most satisfactory information upon 
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the subject, which, indeed, properly belonged 
to his d^artment. Here the tronversation 
dropped, and the motion was, as I have 
already said, fixed for the following Tuesday. 

Henry felt that this little $tir«>up looked like 
business, and might hasten the organization of 
the proposed colony. He anticipated the ani- 
mated expose of the intended establishment^ 
the detail of advantages derivable from the ex- 
tension of our colonial power^ and ii^ dbort a 
brilliant defonce from the able undei>secretiiiy, 
of that salutary and judicious measure, by the 
adoption of which, the national jnteresta W/ere 
greatly to be advanced, and he. (Mr. Merton) 
was to secure the sum of two thousand four 
hundred pounda sterling /7er ^ll^ll2l/7t. 

Scarcely had he arranged his thoughts upon 
this, to him, important subject, and settled in 
Ills mind where he could buy the most power- 
ful stoves and the warmest bknkets for \m 
polar residence, and deteiTnined who should 
furnish the plate and glas3 for his establish- 
inent, when the waiter entered the room and 
delivered a letter to> him, from Lord Castletoii. 
i$omewhat surprised at a communication from 
his lordship, at this particular juncture, Htnry 
opened the envelope, and vead as follow! : 
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C' Private and CoofidentiaL'') 

** DbAA Sir,. . GrosreBor Sqiutf^, July — 

IkkWkg late last night had some oonyer^ 
satkm vith the finend, from whom I procured 
your dominattoh to the oflice of Cok>nial 
Secretary m MelviUe Island, I thmk it but 
fight io kt you know, before I leaye town 
(wbidi I do thiff morning)) that Government 
have abandoned the intention (at all evenU 
for dm presmA) of forming any civil establish^ 
meat in that part of the world. I am soiry 
that n^ widies to serve you have been thus 
fUMfXpeetttdly frustrated.^ 

I am, dear Sir, 
YourV faithfidly, 

<< Henry Mertoii,£Mi. « Ca8TL*TON." 



This was thei coup de grace ! The exis|eoce 
of his wife certainly ^lade the term of hi^ 
separation from Fanny indefinite, but this last 
blow annihilated the connexion altogether : ^ 
the. one hand there was a balance due to his 
lawyers, iind a d^bt to the money-lender ; — 
oi| tl^ie . other, some two hundred pounds per 
annum 0|f which he liad taken possession, 
arising from die property of his late fother. 
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There was Fanny in France, Lord Castleton 
just started for the country, and Kate doubt- 
less in high health and spirits, enjoying the ill 
success of her defeated husband in the arms 
of his too successful rival : it was OTvrwheln^ 
tag. 

In considering the immediate reasons for 
liord Castleton's letter, poor Henry, applying 
erery thing to self, l^ no chance, hit upon the 
right one. He attributed it to his Lordship's 
contenqpt for his character as dereloped in the 
report of the trial in that day's paper, aiid 
fancied himself extremely cunning in mdung 
out, that his noble correspondent had refen*ed 
to the ** night before," with a view to remove 
his suspicions from the jreal cause of tlie 
abandonment of him to his fate, which my 
poor hero clearly saw in the communication 
belbre him. Biit he was not quite enough of 
a politician to discover the real secret with 
all his puzzling. The menaced motion of 
the honourable member for Boreham was 
the true cause of the sudden information which 
he had recisived. - It was not worth while to 
incur any responsibility for the sake of the 
few individuals who had been nominated tb 
c 4 
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offices in the proposed colony ; and, therefore, 
rather than fight a battle, defend a iavourtte 
measure, or irritate the Opposition, his friends 
in Downing-street had agreed to throw Mel* 
ville Island overboard, with all its appending 
offices and situations, without the slightest 
reference to Henry's personal qualities or cha- 
racter, with which they troubled themselves 
just as little in his dismissal, as they had in his 
appointment. 

Henry, however, was nearer the mark in 
thinking that the trial really had something to 
do with the notice of the affiur in the House of 
Conimons ; for his situation in the hew colony 
having been accidentally alluded to, in the 
course of the examinations while a certain par- 
liamentary barrister happened to be in court, 
he mentioned the circumstance by way of infor- 
mation to his honourable friend the member 
for Boreham, who, not being particular as to 
the sources of his intelligence, the mode of 
obtaining it, or its authenticity when obtained, 
immediately put it into shape, and founded 
upon it, that motion, the mefe mention of 
which caused such constertiation, which in its 
turn caused the destruction of all Henry's hopes 
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and antlcipations-rBut what, to the honourable 
and exemplary member for Boreham, were 
these ? — what was any thing, compared with 
his public duty ? 

** Learn hence, ye Romans, on how sure a base 
The Patriot builds his happiness : — no stroke^ 
No keenest, deadliest, shaft of adverse fate. 
Can make his generous bosom quite despair, 
But that alone by which his country falls. 
Grief may to grief in endless round succeed, 
And Nature suffer when our children Ueed ; 
Yet still superior must that hero prove, . ■ 

Whose first, best passion is his Country's Love." 

"Mighty fine," thought poor Henry, as he 
recollected these lines^ and thought at the 
same moment of his own hopeless situation; 
" but nevertheless I am completely ruined." 
He enquired if a servant was waiting for an 
answer to Lord Castleton's Letter : he was 
told that there was not. He was now seriously 
puzzled how to act; his evils always came 
upon him in clusters; if this had occurred only 
a day or two before the trial, he would have 
had no difBculty whatever in going to Lord 
Castleton, and impressing upon his mind the 
perilous state of his circumstances, and the 
c5 
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Mceanty t>f bis aasistance ; but so immedi^ 
ftidy after tbe pablication of the Crim. Cok. 
case, in wbicb he cat so bad a figure, how 
eoald he see, or even address the guardian of 
his late — of his present wife ? He was quite 
distracted ; but when he calculated upon the 
emeigency of the case, and reflected tliat if he 
allowed his Lordship to cool upon the matter, 
or if \m hiiaaalf appeared to acqtiiesce in what 
he conceiipad to be his Lordship's serious con- 
demnation of bis conduct, he should tacitly 
admit the justice of the change of feeling he 
but too clearly perceived in his Lordship's 
communication, he saw and felt the absolute 
necessity of immediately taking some strong 
and decided measure in his own behalf. 

Moved to action by tliese considerations, 
he determined to make one great effort to 
conquer his scruples, and immediately follow 
Lord Castleton to whatever place he might be 
gone ; and in terms, which he considered must 
be irresistible, state the real situation in whicli 
he found/ himself. For, be it observed, al- 
though he ' had been from day to day delud- 
ed by die hope of discovering a will of his 
Other's, no such document had yet appear- 
ed^ a circumstance which led him more than 
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ev0r to fear, that the pblitemted paper^ the 
remnants of which he had cUgqoYeiied amoagst 
the ruins of the cottage, wa& actually the de« 
sired testament. Jn the absence <^ any such 
instrument, he took possession (unre^sted) of 
tl^e little freehold, upon which the cottage 
^oiif once stood, and from which alone he 
derived' his present scanty income, assure^y 
not enough to have furnished a beau, with 
shoe-strings. 

What added to his dissatisfaction upon thi^ 
point, was the certainty in his own mind, that 
his iather^s resources had been ten times as 
great as his own were at present. The style a<id 
manner in which he had been brought up, .^nd 
in which .the old gentleman lived, bespoke, if 
not > affluence, at least a competence to eveVy 
thing enviable and respectable ; hut as we have 
seen, the ill-luck, which chamcterized the whole 
of Henry's career, extended itself even to the 
myptery in which he found himself involved at 
his father's death, with regard to his own cin 
cumstanoe^^ 

It will be recollected, that the old gentleman> 
on the day of his decease, alluded to the &ct 
of his having brought up his son without a prp-. 
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fession, as a proof of his intentions and abttity 
to make him entirely independent ; nay, ever 
since Henry had been of age^ he had allowed 
him an income of more than treble the amount 
of all he now received from the whole of his 
paternal property. Mr. Merton's lawyer (with 
whom, indeed, he had seldom much business,) 
had never heard him drop the smallest obser^ 
vation relative to his resources ; and although 
immediately after the old gentleman's death, 
and while Henry was in JLondon, a stranger, 
apparently a professional man, had sought 
out my hero, and had a conversation with him 
on^the subject of his parent's sudden dissolu-^ 
tion (stating himself to have been an intimate 
firiend of his), and although he had pro- 
mised again to see Henry, still, neither did he 
come, nor could Henry ever trace him, by any 
means, so as to renew the acquaintance made 
in the hour of grief, and resume the conversation 
in which he had but inattentively joined,, at the 
moment of his deepest sorrow. 

Some time after the demise of old Mr. 
Merton, Henry had, by the advice of lus pro-^ 
fessional friend, offered a reward in the new45- 
papers for the will of hig father, but noanswec 
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had been received to the advertisement ; and 
Henry felt that the time was not far distant^ 
when his twenty or thirty paternal acres, which 
he had let for a term, and on which an opu- 
lent tailor was building himself a cottage-ornie^ 
must be sold, to pay off his debt to the money- 
lender t and when, after.a life of ease and com. 
parativa afiBuence, he would be thrown upon 
the wide world, without profession, trade, call- 
ing, or experi^ence ; and still worse, without any 
of those available talents which, like feline 
tenacity, always bring their possessors upon 
their legs, after a tumble. 

Seeing, therefore, th^t his ^* financial hori- 
zon" was extremel}r^ clouded, and that all false 
delicacy must be exploded in the hope of 
clcfaring it, he proce^ed immediately after 
break6st to ascertain the place of Lord Castle- 
ton's destination. The porter at his Lordship^s 
house, in Grosvenor Square, appeared to have 
taken his tone from his superiors, and evinced 
in the brief answer which he gave to the en- 
quiry, a most wonderful change of manner, from 
that, which he had been accustomed to adopt 
towards Merton in other times. His having the 
newspaper of the day in his lefl hand, while 
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innumerable to the history whith never h^d 
occurred; may give my friends a just idea 
of Ddy poor hero's luck, and of the infinite 
pleasure derivable to a person at the moment 
held up to public notice in the newspapers, 
thus travelling in a public conveyance. 

Tired and jaded, Henry at length (for every 
thing must have an end) beheld the crooked 
spire of old Yarmouth, crossed its drawbridge, 
and found himself deposited at the Wrestlers 
inn, more celebrated for the jeu'd^ esprit of the 
immortal Nelson than any thing else, who, 
when the landlord requested permission to call 
it Nelson's Hotel, and place his Lordship's 
arms over the door, gave him full permission 
to do the former, suggesting at the same time 
the omission of the latter ceremony, on the 
, ground that he had no arms to spare. 

No sooner arrived (for Henry did not cal- 
culate that Lord Castleton might have chosen 
to divide his journey of one hundred and twenty 
miles, and sleep on the road), thaii the an:sious 
young man began making earnest enquiries for 
the noblepian, an interview with whom was sa 
deMrable to him ; and upon finding that no such 
person was actually at the Wrestlers, or even 
expected at that inn, - pureed his search at the 
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Bear, and every other place, the inhabitants of 
^hich were likely to have received information 
of his Lordship's intended visit. Returning un* 
successfully to his old resting-pl&ce, he enlarged 
so much upon the coining of the statesman, that 
the landlord thought it only respectful to inform 
the M&yor. The Mayor thought it correct to 
assemble the corporation, the bell-ringers were 
forthwith put into requisition^ a freedom was 
beautifully engrossed, a box was ordered to be 
put in h^nd wherein to inclose it, notice was sent 
tp the commandant at the fort, who thought it 
but civil to communicate the fkct to the senior 
naval officer; moreover, the Excise. department 
dressed themselves in their gayest attire, th^ 
clerks at the Custom House put on their Sun- 
day coats, and still better, the girls their 
prettiest smiles and most winning airs, to wel- 
come the distinguished guest; — in short, the 
whole town of Yarmouth was on the tiptoe of 
expectation. 

Evening came, but no Lord Castleton ; the 
morning of the next day dawned — the sun 
rose, but no Lord Castleton beamed upon the 
anxious eyes of the inhabitants ; and when the 
day was somewhat advanced, Henry, who still 
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^nc with a knot of tcftiW of their own politics^ 
who, strange to say, having some little pro«* 
perty to lose^ still gave their weight and 
comitenahce to the revolutionary principles 
avowed by their rapacious or ignorant in- 
feriors. 

Anxious to shun the noise and notoriety of 
sAch a party, Henry sought and obtained a 
small quiet room, in which his little dinner was 
civilly and speedily served; and refreshed by 
the meal, and bis constant cbnsbler-— a bbt- 
tie of claret, he was picking his teeth as care- 
lessly as suieh a man could do any thing, and 
c6nniiig the' London paper of the preceding 
day^ when he read amongst' other pieces of 
feshtonable intdligence, the follo^i^g : — 

*^ JLord Gastleton and fatnily have Jeft town 
for Yarmouth in iht Isle of Wight, whence his 
Lordship will proceed into Dorsetshire.'* 

The surprize likely to be produced by such a 
« curious coincidence" upon any body else, 
came rather as a corroboration of his ordinary 
fate to Henry, and ekcited no other feeling in 
his mind than a determination, at all events, 
not to return to Yarmouth in Norfolk, which 
he had just left, iand where he foresaw^ the 
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moment this paragraph got wind, he should be 
stigmatized as a pretender and an impostor* 
His disgust at tlie place, which he had mistdsen 
for another of the same najne in another part 
of the kingdom, was such, that no earthly 
inducement would have got him back to it ; 
therefore, ringing the bell, he enquired whether 
a messenger could he sent immediately, to 
Yarmouth ; in answer to which the landlord in 
the ciyilest manner expressed his regret that 
the gi*and political party required the services 
of all his attendants, but that, if the gentleman 
was not himself returning to Yarmouth that 
night, there were no less than two of his post-^ 
chaises engaged to carry company thither, and 
that any messfage he chose to send, either of 
the drivers would most readily take for him. 
This was all as it should be; but could he. 
have a bed ? There was the rub : if he had 
spoken only half-an-hour before, he certainly 
could hav^ had one, but at present the only 
accommodation vacant, owing to the influx of 
visitors, was one bed. in a double-bedded 
room ; the other bed, in the same room, being 
already engaged by , a gentleman who had. 
arrived since Henry. 
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This was provoking indeed ; the objection at 
any other time would have been insurmount* 
able ; but necessity, as Mr. Templeman had 
practically informed Henry, has no law, and 
foreseeing that there was literally no altema- 
tive, he resolved to put up with the accoihmo- 
dation which so unsatisfactorily presented it- 
^f. Anxious, however, not to be seen by the 
partner of his apartment, he resolved at the 
same time to get to bed early, and lie late, 
thus avoiding the inconvenience of dressing or 
undressing in the company of a perfect stran- 
ger ; and in pursuance of this scheme, he gave 
his landlord let bank of England note for ten 
pounds, with which he desired the man who 
went to Yarmouth, to pay his bill at the Wrest- 
lers, and after having done so, to bring over 
his portmanteau, adding, that the people at 
the inn did not know his name, but that the 
trunk he was to bring belonged to the gentle- 
man who had walked out that morning, and 
who had sent the money. 

The landlord, the civilest of his tribe, pro- 
mised all this, and moreover, as the sequel will 
shev^, performed all that he promised. The 
noisy conviviality of the radical party was 
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kept up with the most assiduous zeal, and the 
Toicea of patriotS| Bince convicted and exe- 
cuted for the blackest crimes, rang tli rough 
the house in peals of vulgar revelry- At ten, 
however, Henry gought his room — that sleep- 
ing partnership in which he bad been iinac< 
countably and irremediably involved, and hav- 
ing selected with considerable foresight the 
better bed of the twoj enveloped himself in its 
curtains, and extinguished bis candle. 

He had not been long in this snug retreat 
before the sound of advancing steps arrested 
his attention. They approached the room^ 
the door opened, and the sharer of his apart' 
ment, escorted by a chambermaid, entered: 
the blooming virgin pointed to the unoccupied 
bed as his, insinuating by soft words and silent 
gestures that his companion was already in 
his place, and perhaps asleep. 

It was quite evident, from the subdued tone 
in which the new comer spoke, and the gentle- 
manly manner in which he expressed himself, 
that he was not one of those shirtless worthies 
who had been getting tipsy for the good of 
their country: and when he desired, in a 
remarkably mild accent, to be called early. 
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Henry thought the voice was familiar to him ; 
still he remained without moving, in order to 
secure himself from any interruption in his 
novel and embarrassing situation. The maid 
departed — the door was closed — ^his companion 
began to undress himself; — still Harry affected 
to sleep, till a deep-drawn sigh, and a half-" 
stifled exclamation of sorrow from the stranger, 
roused his attention and awakened all his 
sympathies; and just as the object of his 
solicitude had extended his hand to ^^ put out 
the light," — Henry suddenly raised himself 
in bed, peeped through the cuitains, and 
*• then" — beheld — Sia Harry Lavington ! 
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CHAPTER XII. 



' Now might I do it, now he's praying, 
And now Fll do 't ! — ^and so he goes to Heaven ! 
And so am I revenged !" 



What Henry felt, at the sight of this horri- 
ble vision, who shall attempt to describe ?— ^ 
the ' c^use and author of all his ills — the man 
by whom be had been betrayed and disho- 
noured, was destined to pass the night in the 
same room with him ! 

How could a person of Lavington's rank, 
and fiishionable pursuits, be drawn into such an 
association ? — What did it mean ?— why was 
he there ? — why idone ? — where was the guilty 
partner of his pleasure ? — had she in turn aban- 
doned him .*— ^ 

Lavington slumbered, and Henry was alon^ 
yoL« III. o 
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\ritli him — the room was dark — every thing 
seemed X][uiet in the apartment, except the heavy 
breathing of my hero's bitter enemy — the enemy 
of his peace — the murderer of his respectability. 
Murder did I say !— gracious Heaven ! what a 
word — could such a thought enter the imagi- 
nation of the honourable, high-spirited Henry 
Merton ? — How weak — how dreadfully weak is 
humai> nature ! — ^how awfully, strong the pas- 
sions which agitate her i 

How the aptness of time and circumstance 
for vengeance might have affected Henry, or 
how nobly religion and humanity struggled with 
earthly feelings, I cannot say ; for as my hero 
and Lavington only were present in the cham- 
ber, it is impossible, till we have it detailed by 
one or other of the unhappy pair, that we 
should be. competent to know what occurred 
during this eventful night. 

Henry was awake, up, and out early in the 
morning ; I believe he rose before the sun, ap-i 
pareiHly anxious to avoid any personal ren- 
contre with the destroyer (^ his peace. At 
eight o'clock, I know, he was walkingon the 
firm sands, at the foot of the tall clifis of 
Lpwesfoffe, returning towards the inn, when 
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three or four men, who had evidently been 
on the. Ipok-out for him, surrounded, ^ and 
without any > ceremony seized' hitn at th^if 
prisoner. . ^- 

Unprepared for resistance, Henry made none ; 
nor did h^ express any violent alarm at his 
sudden and extraordinary captivity^ Convinced 
in this land of freedom that justice wduld 
eventually be done, he enquired the cause^ uiid 
was told by one, who had an air of authority 
about him, that he knew what they wanted him 
for. Henry became much agitated, and seemed 
nearly overcome by the novelty of his situation^ 
the irksomeness <rf which wras considei^aWy 
increased by the gathering crowd which hung 
upon the Tear of their march, as he supposed, 
towards the inn ; but he Was soon undeceived 
as to the place of his destination^ and early as 
it was, he was conveyed to the i^idence of a 
neighbouring magistrate. 

Not a word did the culprit utter ; he looked 
amazed and stiipified ; and the sleepless 
wretched night he ; had passed, had. not 
diminished the haggard paleness whiph grief 
and venation had spread bver his countC'* 
nance. 

D a 
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Afl soon as time had been given for the jus- 
tice to prepare for the examination, and the 
witnesses . to be collected at his residence, 
Henry was ushered into his presence, where, 
drawn up in array against him, he found the 
landlord of the inn, the waiter, and the c|iam- 
bei^aid. UpOn a question from the Benchj as 
to who he was ?<*he thought it right to ask, 
in thct first instance, why he was brought 
there? 

<^ The charge, young man, you know, is a 
serious one,'' said the magistrate, ^^ and your 
affidcted ignorance of its nature is not likely to 
do you mu^h good--you are brought here on 
a charge of murder." 

Henry looked at the magistrate with a firm 
and contemptuous expression of countenance, 
but said not a word. 

^' You slept last night at the house of that 
man standing beside you ?" 

*<Idid." 

** Answer noquestion likely to involve your 
self, young man," said a professional gentleman, 
who happened to be present. 
. ^" I, admit that fitct, at all events," said 
Henry. 
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*' What have you done with the body of the 
unfortunate man who dept in the same room 
with you ?" 

^VBody!"' said Henry, with much apparent 
surprise, — ^^ I left him sleeping when! quitted 
the apartment*" 

'^Produce those articles,*' said his wor- 
ship, :. ; ■ , : . 

. And acjcordingly a bloody, knife^ which had 
been discoyered under Henry's bed, was, first 
laid upon ^h^ table ; the sheet on which^lATing- 
con had slept, bloody, itad a neckcloth belong* 
ing to him, equally so. 

" Did you never see a.ny of these things 
before?" < 

" Never," said Henry ; and he trembjed from 
head to foot* 

*fWhat is your name, young gentleipiln ?" : 

"Merton," said Henry. 

" From London ?" .> 

, <' From London." 

" Pr^y, Sir, have not you been at Yannouth 
for the last two or three days ?" .. 
^'Ihave." 

'' Makw^ enquiries for a nobl^mn irhom 
you afiected to expect there ?'' 
d3 
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^*No't fcr one'\7hoiri I affected to eicpect, 
but one I did expect to find there." 

^'Have you not been attempting to pass forged 
bank-notes in thiis neighbourhood, young man ?" 

"I,Sirr 

"Yes, Sir, you," said the justice; ^ tbi* 
gentleaiftn (pointing to a person who sat dear 
him) is a magistrate of Norfolk, in which th^ 
town of Yarmouth is situated, and here is a 
fei^ged BAnk of England nt>t€^ for ten pounds, 
which, it' seems, you sent last night to pay your 
bill at an inn in thai town, having first decamped 
into another county. Hav^ you any more of 
these notes about you ? — for although the act 
you have committed within my jurisdiction 
to-day renders your former conduct light, by 
comparison, it will be as well we should know 
the whole history. H^s he been searched ?^' 

" No, your worship," said the constable. 

" Let it be done." 

Accordingly the pockets of Henry's surtout 
{bl coat so called, in modern acceptation which 
goes over nothing), were turned out, and the 
pocket-book, handkerchief, and card-case, of 
Sir Harry LaVington taken therefirom, and 
handed up to the magistrate* 
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^^ What are these ?*' said his w<^)ip^ open- 
ing the card-case. — " Are you Sir . Harry 
Lavington, Sir?" 

^^ No, Sir," 

" How do you accoimt then for baying this 
{nx>perty in.-yovir |)osBeiisioti ?" 

'^ I can not account for it, exqept. thci^t J mu9t 
tiave put on $ir Hd.iiry Lavington's coat in my 
hurry this moriupgi instead of ray own-" ; 
> " That , is not yeiy pi!pt>able, .y<;^l|)g man : 
where couM you hq-veibund his coat ? Dp you 
know Sir Harry XiavingtoB ?" 

" Yes. He it wa3 who dept in the pafti^ room 
with me: last highl.*' v. - 

"And what do you say is your name, Sr V 
said the Norfolk magistrate* i,^ 

".M^rtoQ," aofliw^red x»y.bero. 
, A reference. . was made tO: the ne^i^per 
which the Norfolk justice had been previously 
reading, and which he now handed Jto the Suf- 
foji^ jus^ce, and after laying their heads to* 
g^h^r &r a certain time, the former said to 
Hairy, 

. '^ Are you the Mr. Merton whose name ap- 
pears m this paper as the plaintiff in an action 
against Sir Harry Lavington ?" 
D 4 
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'•^lanj, Sir.'* 
\ '* Andy ' said the Suffolk justice^ as if a new^ 
light had suddenly burst upon him, '' your 
companion last night was that defendant ?'' ' 
'^ " It was." An awfiil pause ensued — it was 
the silence of conviction upon every mind* 
After a few moments, ^^ Young man/' said the 
magistrate, ^^ the situation in which you stand 
is indeed a dreadful one; the character of 
an assassin is so execrable— so abhorrent to 
the. feelings of Englishmen, as to hieet with 
no pity— to bear no palliation ; and yet, when 
the evidence has been gone through which 
thes^ persons have to give, it will, I fear, be 
my-4uty to send you to your trial for that 
most detestable o£fence." 

Henry bowed without uttering a syllable. 

The landlord of the inn was then sworn, and 
deposed that the chambermaid, who was pre« 
sent, came to him and begged him to accompany^ 
her to the room where the prisoner add the ^ 
deceased had slept ; that he accordingly M^nt 
and discovered both beds empty, but that 
which the deceased had occupied was much 
stained with blood; that a neckcloth nmrked 
H. L., initials of the name stated to be that of 
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fhe deceased^ was ibund on the pillow dreHched 
in gore, and thut upon a farther search, the 
knife now produced was discovered concealed 
under the prisoner's bed. 

The chambermaid swore, that upon entering 
the room to caU the deceased, as she had been 
desired to do, she found both beds unoccupied ; 
she described their stale to be exactly diat, tQ 
which the landlord had already deposed, and 
added that she was so alarmed that she called 
up her master, who then examined the apart* 
ment. 

The ostler and waiter swore thai they were 
also called in, and traced the marks of blood 
down the stairs, along a passage whidi opened 
into the yard at the back of the house, and 
thence round again across the street to the 
edge of the cliff; h^re they lost the traces of 
the murderer,, but they were again visible on 
the beach, where, of course, the clue was lost^ 
and where,, doubtlessly, the body had been 
disposed of* 

Two men who had been at work on tlie 

beach near the fishing-houses swore, that 

«aily in the morning they saw a man, whom 

they believed to be the prisoner, anxiously 

d5 
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lobktng^ out t^tmrAi the sea; that a oitlef, 
y/kicli tbey faad o6s<frted sinte dayligbt stand* 
tng onahdofl^ waslayitig to, near the £^re, 
that a boat put off from hei* and remained 
^Chin two or three hundred yards of the beach 
4br sorme time, that they saw the prisoner wave 
his hand to her, that she was pulled nearer the 
shore, that they lost sight of her ftwr a ftw mi- 
nutes 6nly, and they believed she could not 
succ^d in getting hin^ On board, for they saw 
her pull off again to the cutter, wliich immei- 
diately after made sail ; and wtien the alarm of 
the mur4e^ was given, they directed the offi- 
cers to the spot where she had tried to make 
the land) and where they, in company with the 
constable, discovered the prisoner walkiiig^ »» 
if rettftrning to Xowestoffe. 

Some sub6rd[inate corroborative festhnony 
mM ^vef), and so decided atid' convincing wad 
the case, as made out, that there remained no- 
thing fbr the magistrate to do, but commit my 
hero to the county gaol ; the charge of the at- 
tempt to pass the forged note bidng withdrawn 
for the present, upon the representation of the 
Norfolk justice, who felt fliat, however fcr Mer- 
lon's character and riespeetability might go to 
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exonerate hiin from that acciiisation, the peculiar 
cilxsumstances finder which he and SiV Harry 
L<avington met) together with their delicate 
connexion, wonkl weigh €0 strongly against 
him at the approaching Saffolk assizes^ where 
he was ta be tried for the heavier accusation 
of murder, thai it was useless to press the 
minor charge against him ; and the Yarmouth 
landlord (who had arrived express) having been 
indemnHied for the amount oC his bill, Henry 
was for the present relieved from all difficulty 
upon that head (except as the event went to 
character), and at three o'clock in the afternoon 
was deposited in a post-chaise, escorted by 
two officers of justice, on his journey to the 
gaol of Bury St. Edmund's, all the parties be- 
ing bound over to give evidence against, him at 
^he next assizes, which^ luckily for him, were 
not very &r distant. 

It must be confessed that there never was 
a more.damnalx)ry chain of evidence than that 
which had' been adduced against Henry ; and 
when all the* provocations which be had re- 
ceived, all the wretchedness he had under- 
gone and all the misfortunes in which he 
had been involved by Kate and her paramour, 
were taken into consideration, the ready and 
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credulous listener to the tale of blood would 
hare found little difficulty in condemning Hemy 
as the assassin : — it becomes owr duty to conskler 
him innocent) at all evenu till a jury of \m 
countrymen shall hare decided on hid fate. ; 
; After the commitment . of Merton, whic^ 
was soon blazoned abroad in the county paper, 
and thence transferred to the London joumalB, 
the account of the affitir headed with the words 
" Horrid Murder," was copied in penny*pam«^ 
phlets, and cried about the streets of Londcm, 
illustrated with a wood-cut of my hero, in the 
act of assassinating Sir Hiirry Lavington; so. 
decided is public judgment in these liberal 
days, when formed upon premature ex*part6 
statements and illegal reports of police exami- 
nations in the newspapers. 

By a ungukr piece x>f good fortune for 
Henry, the assizes were to be held, (xr the 
Tuesday following his commitment to gaol^ 
and the time, instead of lagging, aj^ared 
too short for the ^jHr^paration of his ddfence. 
Mr. Tempkaianf his own solicitor, upixi hear* 
ing of the sad ei^nt, hastened down from Lon- 
don tcf his client, to ofier him every asristaace 
which he might require. But great indeed 
was that gentleman's surprise^ and still greater 
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hk mvtQiWf vfhen he found the object of his so-* 
Jicitiide whcdly unprepared with any &TOur« 
able evidence, and able only to controrert all 
the h^vy adCusations which were against him 
by a simple and not very strenuous denial. 
. It turn^ out, moreoTer, that a new witness^ 
on the part of the crowo, had been secured 
by the activity of the London police magis- 
trates, and bound over to give his testimony, 
being, as it was rumoured, all that was want* 
iug, if wanting any thing could be, to com{det0 
the chain of evidence against Henry. 

With respect to the minor, yet highly im* 

porfant charge, of endeavouring to pass forged 

not^s, Henry was extremely anxious that his 

<:haisa^ter should he cleared of such an aceusa* 

lion before he appeared upon his trial, and 

there^regave proper refb*ences to his banker's^ 

;^heQce be bad drawn sixty pounds the day 

of bis,' departure from London, part of which 

be; declared the ten pound note in question 

to be. Upon appUeadon, by the nui^trates 

at Yarfnouth, to the firm, they received a 

lettei^ staling^ that although they had known 

Mr. I||fertOQ|uid Us father for many years, they 

were under tl^ necessity of declaring that no 
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such: note as the one alluded to had ewer been 
HI their possession, or paid to the ordcir of 
Mr. M^ton. 

This intelligence conveyed to him, with an 
understanding, that if by any chance he escaped 
o(m?tction for the murder, he would be de- 
tained to take his trial for the minor offence^ 
was a hea^y blow to poOT Henry : to be denied 
by his own bankers-«^to be criminated by the 
persons on whom he chiefly relied, and to 
whom he h^d confidently referred ; — it really 
did seem as if the Fates had now combined to 
o^mhelm him entirely. 

Mr. Te^npleman himself, it must be con^ 
fessed, was a good deal staggered; and having 
in the course of their acquaintance made some 
(theugfa trifling) pecuniary advanced to Henry, 
began to'be uneasy and nervous. It was eleat 
my heik>'s ' life ^as not now insurable even at 
the . most liberal office in London^ aiid thfe 
lawyer, seeing that the freehold property be- 
longing ta the unfortunate young man would 
be forfeited in case of his conviction,' ventured 
to suggest the pro^iety of his mfdcitig an as- 
signment in his fiivour, previous to the tirial, a 
request which gave Henry more insight into 
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^bs ifianger of bis case and the solicitude of his 
Midtor, than any thing: which had previously 
occurred since his confinement. 

H^, however, looked at his own circum- 
stance with a degree of fortitude cfopmensu- 
rate with their difficulty; and ^irguing very 
wisely, that, as making his will does not shor- 
vtti a man's life^ so assigning th& property to 
repay Templeman in case of his conviction, 
couid neither influence the jury, nor strei^hen 
the evidence against him ; he accordingly ex- 
ecuted the necessary deeds, aiid surrendered 
up to. his lawyer every thing he possessed in 
the wt)rld,jn order to secure . himself against 
the loss of it. 

Monday^ evening came, and with it, the 
judges. The commissioa was opened; and 
Wednesday was fixed for the, trial. The wit*< 
nesses on the part of the Crown arrived ; but 
Templetnan, who had' done every thing he 
could for his client, was suddenly and strangely 
called awisiy to town by urgent business, and 
was fiirced to quit him at the very moment at 
which, if not his aid, at least, his society, > was 
most reqidred* 

The day following his departure, and which 



Digitized by 



Google 



64 MBRTON. 

preceded the trial, . passed heavily and dread* 
fully with Merton ; he had writt^i to :Lcyrd 
Castleton, in the lK>pe of inducinjg him tOi 
come and , speak to bis chamcter; but his 
Lordship had either not received the letter, or 
did. not please to answer it. - 

Wednesday momii^ dawned ; every avenue 
of the court was crowded to excess ; door- 
deepera were suffi^cated, barriers knocJLed 
down, and every disposable seat Ayas filled by^ 
ladies, and men of tl^e first distinction, long 
before the judge had taken his pldce* At 
length the awful moment came ; the disp^nsei? 
of justice entered the tribunal, ^d. seated 
himself; the various forms were gone througli ; 
a breathless expectation reigned amo^t the 
auditors, when Alicia Sophia Elkins veas put 
to the bar, charged with stealing a shoulder ^ (^ 
mutton froim a butcher's shop window* 

T)iis trial, in which no human bein^^ except 
tli^^ unfortunate prisoner, and the butcher, her. 
prosecutor, . was in the smallest degree in* 
terested, lasted four hours and ahalf,n9taii 
individual daring to move, lest he should h^ 
his place, and everybody fainting with', beati 
where they were» The po<^ wpman .w%9 ac^ 
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Quitted upon the ground that the joint she had 
stolen was wrongly set out in the indictn^ent, 
it being in &ct, lamb, and not mutton. 

After the removal of this prisoner, a second 
and a third were tried, during whieh the trials 
of patience were unremittingly continued to 
the audience^ who w^re at length compelled to 
give up all hope for that day, when the learned 
judge suggested, in consequence of the nature 
and probable len^h of the murder case, that 
it should be tried the first thing the next 
morning. ' 

Accordingly, the next morning the same 
scene of squeezing, bribing, fainting, orer-* 
turning, and upsetting, was redacted, sCnd at 
twenty minutes after nine o'clock Henry Mer- 
ton was but to the bar, charged with the wilful 
murder of Sir Henry Laviiigton, Baronet. 
. A mfurmur of sympathy and commiseration 
ran amongst the female part of the audience, 
wheii they saw the sort of person who stood 
charged with the barbarous deed. Henry felt 
it impossible at first to raise his eyes, or look^ 
even at the bench ; when, however, the arraign* 
ment was over, and he ventured to cast a glance 
at his judge, his feelings were any thing but 
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natipfiiciory yrhei^ be saw, re^^r^ipg him. with a 
Intern ex)>re86iQn of ^n^rest, m^^gl^ with. liQi^r 
ror at his crim^ the samp cquntjeoaQce lyhMi 
he had recently bebdd ia Westmins^r Hall^ 
lighted op into an expreauon of ridicc^e' and 
cpntempt, at his piitragepus demand ipr da-i 
inages a^nst the very man of whose miurder 
lie now stood acpused. 

The case haying beei^ opened, the yfUnesB^ 
were <;aUed.; the landlord at Ix>we8tp6*% the 
qhamberms^d) the waiter, the ostler, the fisher'* 
raen^ all gave their evidence, clearly .aa4 dis« 
tinctly ; it bojce the ordeal of rigid crQ3$-ieXa- 
mini^tion unmoved and unaltered. 

Then^w witness from London was tb^n 
eiwnined* It wa^ Sir. Harry. LAyiogtonVs own 
aenrant> lyho. deposed that Sir Harry left town 
on the .nu^tiing of the day stated in the in- 
dictment ; thax he merely said he was going 
into the coutUry, but that he should be back 
on the following day ; that be knew Sir. Harry 
was going into Essex, but that , be had de- 
sired him to say, should any enqiuiries be 
made for him^ that hew^s gone to BrigbtoQ.;^ 
since that time, no intelligence had been re- 
ceived from Sir Harry, or of him. 
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<^ You are, up to ihe present moment, in the 
iiimily of Sir Harry Lavington ?'' asked the 
counsel for the Crown. 

^^lam," 

" Is there any other person resident in his 
house or lodgings besides yourself ?'' 
" ^ Yes— in the lodgings there is a man-ser* 
Tant, and two grooms with Sir Harry's horses 
at the stables/' 

^* No other servants ? — no female servants ?" 

" None : the female servants were "dis- 
charged afler my lady — that is, Mrs. Merton, 
the wiffeof the gentleman at the bar, as we ran 
away with — left my master with young Count 
Lieavingstake." 

" Has she left Lavington ?" exclaimed Mef- 
ton unconsciously, in a tone which excited the 
stronge&t sympathy of all the hearers. 
'. " Yes; three weeks since and more/' feaid 
the man, harshly ; " and I wish she had never 
dome, with all my heart and soiil." » 

Henry dropped his head upon his folded 
drms, and raised it not again, till the Judge 
told him, if he had any thing to say in extenu- 
ation, /Aa^ was the proper time. 

Henry's defence was short, but powerful ; he 
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dented the fkct ; appeal^ to his kaown cfaa'« 
racter for a refutatipn of such a charge ns 
that of murder; declared that, however wound*' 
ed he might have been by the conduct of tlie. 
unfortunate deceased, bis wrongs nev^r ^ould 
have perverted his nature, and altered bit dts^ 
position, so as to have induced him to be-* 
come an assassin; and concluded, a geiitle^ 
manly firm appeal by throwing, himself up^ 
on the wisdom and justice of t^e jw%» tmd 
jury. . : •' 

. He said, in continuation, that be^ bad- ex-^ 
pected to see some friends in co^rt, who 
would have spoken to his character; t^ulihe 
lioped that the disappointment, in a)Oi proba*^ 
bility consequent upon the distance from town, 
and the shortness of the time for prepara* 
tion, would not weigh against him, with the 
jury, in the consideration of his unhappy 
case. ■... :.-\- 

The judge then proceeded to sum upr 
and / in recapitulating the evidence, aUuded 
to the traces of blood, the eSortsoC tbepd* 
soner to escape to a vessel, which Jbr spmie 
reason not apparent , he was unable to reachi^ 
the animosity naturally existing between the 
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pities, ibe eictraordinary diBappearance of 
Sir Hariy^ and, in short, all the cir<^utti9iance9 
wbkfa ' bore upon the accusation, enlarging 
and dilating most luminously as he went on ; 
and concluded by directing the jury, if it 
were possible with such a convincing chain of 
unshaken testimony before them, to have any 
doubt, (which he did not think they could) to 
give the prisoiier the benefit of that doubt, 
and aoqtdt him of the crime with which he 
stood charged* 

The jury, moved to tears by the powerful 
yet hollow address of his Liordship, turned 
round ai^d consulted for a few minutes, when 
the foreman, labouring under the effects 
of strong feelings, returned a verdict ot— ^ 
GtriMY, 

The judge appeared equally affected, and 
seemed as if he intended to delay passing 
sentence till the assizes were ended ; but just 
a9 the ttimkeys were removing Merlon, one of 
the counsel rose and stated, that a true bill 
had been found against the prisoner, for utter* 
ing- a forged bank-note, knowing it to be 
foi^fed, which bill it had originally been sup- 
posed must have gone before the Nc^rfolk 
Grand Jury ; but as the uttering had beea 
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commttt^ in Suffolk) the venue was laid iii 
that county, and — — 

The learned judge here interposed, and 
avowed it to be his intention to pass sentence 
of death Upon the prisoner, and, under the cir- 
cumstances, leave him ibr execution, which 
must render needless any proceedings upon 
the other indictment. His Lordship really 
meant, I believe, to have reconsidered the 
ca^e, and, perhaps, to make himsdJP popular, 
reprieved Henry; but when he found that 
crime was habitual with him, that other indict- 
inents had been found against him, and, above 
all, that the tide of public feeling set against 
him, he suddenly discovered that hisr private 
feelings must not interfere with his publictluty^ 
and accordingly, addressing himself^ to the 
unhappy culprit, proceeded to pronounce the 
awful fiat of the law— that he was to betaken 
to the place from whence he came, and thence 
to the place of execution on the Saturday next 
ensuing, there to be hanged bythfe neck, ^11 lie 
was dead* 

A sdemn silence reigned; and whdh the 
judge prayed for mercy on bis soul, there wias 
not ft dry eye 'in the whole court, except liis 
Lordship^s'-^even the gaolers' wept« 
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CHAPTER XIIL 



' Look, here's the warranty Claudio, for thy death ! 
'Us now dead midnight^ and by eight tp-morrov 
Thou must be made immortal." 



Henry was " taken to the place whence 
he came/' chained, manacled, and in^rce- 
rated in a solitary dungeon like a common 
murderer. JLike a coQimon muirderer, did I 
say ? He had been pronounced one, by a jury 
of his countrymen. Was there, then, no hope 
of reprieve? None. • 

The judge who tried and sente^cedhitn to 
4ie, was exemplary for the evenhandedness of 
bis dispensations, and .was quoted by the poor 
and miserable, as upright, lenient, piire^ vad 
honourat>le. To say that ^unongst! English 
jsljdges there could be found one, fii#ictendy 
mean aiid base to sacrifice a loye c^ justice to 
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a love of p<^larity, would be to libel the 
heads of a noble and honourable profeaeion. 
But true it is, that in the conduct of him, oi 
whom I treat, there certunly did fqipear a 
prevalent desire to push the law to its furthest 
possible extent, against any peeK>n character* 
ixed as aristocratic or gentlemuily, and a oht- 
responding lemency, towards evary thing low 
and vulgar* 

Those who knew his lorddxtp privately, de« 
clared that the rigid impartiality, for which he 
would fain have his conduct shew, had its 
origin in a snedui^ desire for pubUc -api^anse ; 
tp evince how independent he was of the 
Crowuj how c<»8iderate of the people. 

Henry having unhappily, on his trial, exbi* 
bited the a|^)earance of good birth and good 
breeding, had rendered himself a fit object ia 
the eye of his Lordship, whereof: to midce a 
gccai isxamfde. The execution of a g^dtlemaa 
for murder, doubtless would have a ten^fold 
effect ^ipon the md>Llity ; it would shew them 
thai the law knows nodistincuon ofperfofis; 
it wouM also ensure them the security . of im« 
partiality in decisions to be made agaidst iheBH 
selves, by his Lordship at any other time; and^ 
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ftbov« all, it would be a popular thing to de- 
grade their betters, and bring one aristocrat, 
at all events, down to the democratic levd. ' 

Upri^t and excellent judge ! Good, pidus, 
and Tirtobus: man ! W)ien his Lordship corned 
to be judged at that great tribunal, where ^^all 
beartii shall be'^opien," his purity, his medc- 
ness, his honour, and his honesty, will be 
pi-oved. This disclosure, however, will but lit- 
tle afifect the temporal seciirity of poor Merton, 
who soon /bund that no alteration was likely to 
be made in his &te, and accordingly prepared 
hiii»1f to meet with fortitude the amioonce- 
roent which was made to him, on the following 
day, that he was lefl for execution on the 
aoorrow. 

Duiing the morning, he was visited by seve- 
ral ^p&csomB of the highest respectdb^Uty in the 
Qounty, who pressed him to confess hid crime 
smce^f as they justly said, the evidence was too 
<^melu6ive to admit even of a shadow of doubt ; 
had it not been so (they added,) the humanie 
roagistmie who tried him would have rc^ic^ 
in giving him the benefit of it, and had sdid^as 
/warA- at* dinner, the day before. 

Sayings are not doings ; and while hts LoVd 

VOL. Ill, £ 
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ship aqpped bis claret and talked of lueicy, he 
iyas> secretly chuckling with fdeasufie at ijie 
success of his double mancouYce ; for while the 
^^ gentlemen" by whom he was surrounded were 
charmed with the benignity of hts sentiments, 
and tlie amiability of hisr conyeraatioai^ the 
^^ people" without were blessing his name fbr 
the rigid impartiality of his. severity. 

To all the. requests made by Hemiy's visitors 
upon this pointy he deigned no reply ; he mei^ly 
protested his innocence; of the crime with which 
iie stood charged, and had the satis&ctica: 6f 
perceiving that not one human being belieiKd 
him when he did so* 

His apparent callousness to the horrors of 
his present situation, is to me quite account* 
able. He had. been dhaiiged with, and triied 
for, murder ; he had been found guilty,, and 
sentenced to die ; if he were that instant re- 
prieved, or even pardoned, cui bono ? — ^he csinld 
never agiun appear in the world*-^he must live 
an exile ftom; society^-^-he must rdinquidi all 
hope of ever possessing his adored Fancxy. It 
was' t)iis view - of the .subject which made him 
r^ard the preparations for bis death with an 
apparently placid indiffisrence. 
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Tfa^rd'Was sobothing dreftdfal in the n^stfeiy 
of his silcfiee to thiOse atound him, and in the 
diMtinate aversion be ei^ilced from any confes- 
sion, or eomttiunieiitioh'tkpon the' sabject. H^ 
asfc^ for writing miLterials, whtch^ vrere fur** 
ikl^hed^-^he wrote m his beloved Fanny, and in 
that letter denied the murder — sprayed for her 
happiness, and lamented his own bitter fate. 
To no one else did he address s'lif^. 

Templeman, bis lawyer, did not come to Kim 
as he had expected ; but he was visited by Sir 
Harry Lavington^s butler, who was sent for at 
his request. It was awfol to see tlie repugnance 
with which the faithflil fellow gazed upon the 
murderer of his kind master. From Am, how- 
ever, Henry learned (wbith wa», indeed, the 
object of his sending fbr him) that Kate had 
quarrelled with Sir Harry; and had quilted him 
ftwr France, under the piotedtion of oii^ of his 
brcfther officers^ All feeling of sympathy, or 
sorrow for her, was now extiriguished, and Mer- 
ton could only look back with horror and sur* 
prise,- upon a creature, whose person and man- 
nei^ were so fiiscinating, and whose heart and 
mind were so depraved. 

Lord Castleton's negleetof him cut my poor 
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bero to the soul; he felt, that had any human 
being, with whom, at any period of his life, he 
bad been as intimate as Lord Castleton had 
been with him, fallen into such a pit of misery, 
he would have flown, at any risk of conve- 
nience, or of safety, to consc^ and 8U{^x>rt 
him. Besides, Lord Castleton owed him more 
than he could ever have owed Lord Castleton; 
he must have surely knovm the real character 
and disposition of the animated rarity with 
which he had encumbered his young fiiend, 
even if he had not (as the world were base 
enough to say he had) been amongst the num« 
ber of those who were practically satisfied of 
her fi*ailty. 

. To be sure, there never was any human being 
so completely encircled by evils, by gri^ and. 
ifiisfbitunes, as my poor hero ; it is imfiossible 
not to pity him, even under the accumulation 
of guilt where we now find him — and yet the 
catalogue of his crimes was not full. He con- 
templated another — another murder, of which 
he never could repents He had resolved, if pos- 
sible, to save himself from t,he degradation of a 
-public execution, by an act, which, when com- 
mitted by the best and most amiable, remains 
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escutcheon — for ever. 

^ To die, he was prepared— lie could single 
out no action of his life, as they passed in re^ 
yi^w before him, to which he oould conscien^ 
tiously appropriate the name of crime, except 
die litft, tlie dreadftdi deed with whieh he stood 
clmrged-oof which he had been convicted! 
He prayed-^^nd prayed! for fortitiide to bear 
his lot like a man; but the borrbr, ^ the woHdIy 
horror, of being killed on a public scaffold by 
the public executioner, glared upon him, and 
overcame that serenity of mind, so earnestly 
to be desired in his awful situation* ' 

The clock was striking five— the bright sun 
gleamed through his prison-bars, and the Hrds 
^Hilside the grated window were singing gaily 
T-as ihe deep toi^ of the bell announcing the 
hour, thrilled upon his ear, what^ vi^ere the 
thoughts of the unhappy culprit?— To-morrow, 
at the same hour, he should be sdretclied in the 
cold sleep of death; his body condgned to the 
ki^fe of the surgeon — the heart that beat in his 
breaet with every tender feeling of love, of peace 
with all the world, would, perhaps, be: torn 
firom ita «eat; the object of philosophical re» 
£ 3 
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senrcjb^ or eve^ of pr<^esdoni4 ribaldiy* Th« 
form that had been nurtured by his ansdcmft 
parents, ^ho^ \^ tls^ watchfidness of Uieir care 
o¥er fa^ ii^^^M^j \md sheltered him from the 
n^f^'hreeieiy jlest it should blow too strongly 
qp him, ^Qvld be lftcerate4, exposed, aad ex- 
hibited. |ks aJu example of Aeri^or ;to bis gating 
co^trys^n ! The thought was of itsdf 
enough tp kill him; but tli^ eflect it did pro- 
4uqe was wor^e ihan the deaih whi<^ ^Nature 
would hgrye brought. His miod was made uprr-* 
his detei^ioation formed, «nd aeliMestrtiction 
was ttfce ^ect c^his meditation. 

Faint and exhausted as the poor imsoner 
fsk ha^puddf, ^he gaoler, whose pity and attention 
wei:e apparaatly unremitting, allowed liim re« 
lesfament not warranted by law. With the 
food thus given him, he became possessed of a 
knife :-— the joy with which he viewed ith^ in^ 
^truraent of death passed unnoticed by the 
keeper of the prison, who left his wi^etcfaed 
charge to take his meal alone* 

No time was to be lost — snatching the wei^ion 
&om the taUe, Henry ftung himself upon his 
bed, and uttering a sAiort, an earnest prayer to 
Heaiv«n for forgiveness, raised faie a^rm firmly. 
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and ^striking boldly and with all his force, drove 
its- bright point against his palpitating heart. 
The knife was resisted by some hard substance, 
and shivered from its very handle. Astonished 
at the miiuculous preservaticHi, he gazed at 
the broken implement as it lay on the floor, 
and sought the cause of his safety^-4ie found 
the object which had warded off the blow — ^he 
drew it from his bosom — it was his mother's 
picture I 

He (Started back as he gazed upon it — there 
was the livirig smiie^-the smile of love — the 
look — the very form of her who had given him 
birth.f— It was a tacit appeal from a giliirdtan 
angel-^it was irresistible; and in ano&er prayer 
to his. Maker, he implored forgiveness for the 
crime which be had viritsaily committed, and 
from the actual sin of which the image of his 
sainted parent alone had saved him. 

Poor Henry's thoughts and feelings from this 
moment flowed in a new channel, and, aban- 
doning the visionary relief, which he at one 
time thought an act of desperation would af- 
ford him, he resolved to await patiently the 
execution of the dreadful sentence of the law, 
which (aiding as he previously bad argued 

E 4 
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upon an acquittal) made him ho worse than the 
sentence itself. To have desei^ved death by the 
hands of the coQimon hangman, was the blow 
to be dreaded; the endurance of it was but a 
secondary suffering. Abstracting, then, all his 
cares from this worlds he passed in the society 
of the chaplain of the prison the eve of that 
fatal, dc^y in which his short and painful life was 
to terminate. 

The hours appeared doubly winged^ so dif- 
ferently ;doe8 time, at different seasons, seem to 
move; he fancied his interview with the cler- 
gyman brief— oh ! how much too brief! And 
when they parted for the night, his companion 
promising to be with him eariy in the morning, 
it ^as,: indeed, an awful Sfsparation — all the 
scenes of his past life came full upon his mind — 
the mystery in which his fiite had been involved 
— the threats to which he had been subjected-^ 
the miseries he had endured, but, above all, the 
image of his adored Fanny— ^till, still, in the 
hour pf danger, in the day of death, she ruled 
and reigped the mistress of his aching heart. 

At lepg^h5 however, he fell into a short and 
fevteridi sleep^ from which he was awakened by 
the opening of his cell door, and the i^pearance 
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of the gaoler and the chaplain ; and after rising 
and dressing himself as well as he could, en- 
cumbered as he was with heavy fetters, he 
joined in devotion with his exemplary and be- 
nevolent companion. During the time in which 
they were thus employed, the de^ tolling of 
the bell, which announced the hour of death 
at hand, stmck again upon his ear; but he 
bore it fiimly ; nor would he have flinched in 
this appalling moment, had he not beheld the 
pious pastor's eyes filled with tears. To have 
excited such an interest, was new — ^was sooth- 
ing — but it unmanned him, and for the first 
time since his imprisonment he wept. 

Soon, too soon were they interrupted by the 
arrival of the sherif!^ and other officers, who 
came to attend the unhappy prisoner to chapel,' 
previous to the execution. He was told that 
his irons would now be taken ofl^ that he mighty 
without inconvenience, join in the divine ser- 
vice. Accordingly he was removed into the 
gaoler's apartments, where the person appointed 
to remove his fetters was in readiness, and 
having performed the operation, retired, leaving 
poor Henry free and unshackled, but, alas! 
ready for death. 

£5 
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While thus alone— whether so left purpoitely, 
or not, I cannot say — Henry saw, that although 
the windpw of the room in which he was 
{^ced was high from the floor, still it was opeii 
and without bars. The hoper— the gleam which 
burst upon him — the straw which the drowning 
man saw floating near him—r-the sight of possir 
ble escape, threw him into the most violent 
agitation. Could \ie reach the window? whi- 
ther did it lead?T-ought he to fly? would it 
not conyince the world of his guilt ? were they 
not ^Ires^dy cpnvinced of it? would his death 
e^cmemte him from suspicion, or clear his cba^ 
racter? While there is life, there is hope — r 
something might turn up if he eluded the exe- 
cution-^rrall must end speedily, if he slighted the 
opportunity. All this was necessai^ily revolved 
in his mipc} in the twinkling of an eye — he de~ 
cid^d fpr flight— ^how then was it to be accom- 
plished? 

There were difiiculties apparently insur- 
mountable in the way of the adoption of his 
hazardous enterprize; but every thing was at 
stake, and, in the hasty calculations of the mo^ 
ment, it seemed perfectly clear that his case 
could not possibly be made worse, by ^y at- 
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tempt to escape the ulterior punishment, miore 
than which, not even the learned and upright 
judge who tried him could inflict upon the 
wickedest, or richest man in the empire* 

Henry hastily drew the table, with as little 
noise as possible, under the window, and plac^ 
ing one of the chairs upon it, took the precau- 
tion of bolting the room-door — on this frail 
pyramid he stepped. Judge his surprise, when 
his eye reached the aperture, to find that it 
gave to wide meadows and green fields^ and 
was, in fiict, an opening in what every where 
else appeared to be the dead prison wall. Not 
an eye commanded it — not ad instant was to be 
lost ; catching by bis hands on.. the ^11 of the 
window, he dropped from his hold upon the 
turf. 

. Whither was he now to fly ?-— in a lew minutes 
the idarm would be giTen-*-decision was neces* 
sary—^peed. essentially so ; and therefore, with** 
out attempting to exercise judgment, he trusted 
entirely to fate, and ran across the field in 
which he fi>und himself^ uU he reached a thick 
and almost impervious h^ge, then bounding 
over a stile, and getting to the other side of it, 
lie made, as it were, a clover. to his march, ia 
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which he proceeded, certainly at no very slow 
pace,, for more than half-an-hour, when he 
found the little path he was following open into 
a village which evidently was on the high road, 
and to which the way he had chosen was a near 
cut, resembling in its character and use, that, 
which he had so unfortunately taken under 
very different circumstances at Carlton. 

Marriage and hanging are somewhere oddly 
enough proverbially coupled ; and it certainly 
did appear that, if he had failed in the inflic- 
tion of one, be had succeeded in escaping from 
the other :— not that he ventured to look back, 
nor, perhaps, did be calculate that, alUiough 
concealed from the window of the prison 
i^lence ho had leaped for liberty, he. was as 
much exposed to the back windows of forty 
houses in the town as the French pripce at Ca- 
diz was exposed to the fire of forty piec^ of 
planish cannon ; — would the one had escaped 
as honou^bly and securely as the other ! 

Henry considered it unwise to enter the vil- 
lage where' the appearance of a breatlikss gen- 
tleman might create suspicion, and excite a 
very ttndesicable sensation : he bolted there- 
fore into :the door of the first cottage which he 
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leached, and which stood inyitingly open. 
Here, singing with heartfelt glee, Btood a tall, 
rosy-cheeked, honest-looking woman, wash- 
ing at her tub, free from care and sorrow. 
She started at the unexpected intrusion of 
Merton, dropped him a curtsey, and ceased 
her song. 

Henry's object, as my readers will easily per- 
ceive, was, if possible, to remain in this hum- 
ble dwelling till night, when he might pi'ocure 
some conveyance from the neighbourhood of 
his prison, and thus eventually escape alto- 
gether. He apologized graciously to his hos- 
tess for his abrupt entrance, and, stammering 
out nK>8t civilly the little he had to say, told 
her that he was very mucli fatigued, and would 
feel obliged to her if she^would allow him to 
rest himself. 

^^ Allow ! dear heart, Sur," said the dame, 
^^ kindly welcome, Sur, kindly welcome : sit ye 
down here. Squire!'' 

Saying which she dusted the best chiur in 
the humble apartment, with her checquered 
apron« - 

" I am extremely obliged to you," said Mer- 
ton : ** pray, ma^am, do you live here atone ?'* 
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anxious to ascertain the extent of her family, 
and the number of persons who must neceaoa- 
rily be admitted into his confidence in any case 
of emergency. 

^^ No, Sur/' said Mrs. Harland, (that washer 
name,) ^^ no ; I have a daughter, Sur-«-Su- 
san ;— she and I have lived here evei* since 
the death of my poor master. We are very 
happy, Sur : what with my doing a bit o' 
washing, and she doing a bit o^ i^edle-work, 
(she's very cute at that,) we makea both ends 
meet uncommon well, I do assure you, Sur, 
thank God for it ]'* 

" Where is your daughter?" said Merton, 
anxious, above all other things, to get the 
cottage door shut. 

^^ Why, where in the name of wonder do you 
think she be gane, Sur ! She be gane to see 
a sight she^ll be sick onow on afore she be 
back, as I do thinker— she be gane to see 
that young chap hanged for murdering his 
friend." 

^' Oh yes, ma'am, -^I beg pardon," said 
Henry, looking as if he were hanged ahreftdy. 

'^ I hope, howsomever, as she be gone she 
won't be disaf^inied," added the kind, goodf^ 
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Ddtured soul. ^^ I sboaldn't mind a bit see- 
ing it myself, if I ever went to such sights : 
Vy^ no f^ty whatever upon murderers, and 
speciously none for him ;-^ nothingJs too bad 
for 'um, is there, Sur ?" 

" No— certainly — there is no palliation, no 
excuse," said the person in question. 

^^ I wish wi' all my heart she were back 
though," said the dame. "I should think it 
must be over by this time. I'm all in a flits to 
get up to the parsonage, where our poor minis- 
ter is a lying very sick and ill, poor gentleman, 
though be don't know a word of all this affair." 

"What affair?" 

" Why," said Mrs. Harland, " about that 
young chap Merton, who, as I was just a say- 
ing, is by this time hanged ; — why la, our par- 
son's son-in-law, and liaQ treated poor Miss 
Kate-^I nursed she, and ought to knaw he be 
— ^he bits treated she shameful all through, Sur, 
I can tell you that." 

" Indeed t" said Merton, " and— her— 
father — h the^-clej^yman—^re ?"— 

Poor dear old gentleman-^he be counted so," 
said Mrs. Harland — ^' he be qi^ite bedridden^ 
now, and near blind, though it hurt him veiy 
much that my lord, i^bo used to live here gn« 
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time— Don't you see them chimnies among tbe 
frees yander ?'* 

** Yes, I see," said poor Harry, who felt that 
of all places in the county this was the last 
to which he ought to have fled for shelter, and 
of all the cottages in the place, Mrs. Harland's 
the last of those. 

^* Sure, sure, ray lord*s behaviour has been 
cruel to him, Sur ; for people always said that 
Miss Kate was my lord's daughter ; and since 
her mother's death she has'nt never been near 
the parsonage : nor when she married that 
chap, never a bit o'notice did neither of them 
take of the poor ould gentleman, no more nor 
if he had been a stick or a stone." 

•* And does he know nothing of this trial — 
this—" 

" Not a bit o'nt, Sur — His own daughter, as 
I always called her, Miss Betsy, she ware al- 
ways my favourite ; she be married to the old 
gentleman's curate, and they have kept all this 
fromhimi" 

" Why then Mrs. Etherington " 

*^ Why, la! Sur, how do you know his name ?" 
" Etherington ? I never named no names." 

" Y^'-eh— did not you?— oh," said 
Jlenry, mightily confused. 
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^^ No ; but I Buppdse you are only flpuiing 
at me, and knows the whole pedigi'ee on't'* 

« Not I." 

" Well she^ ould Mrs. Etherington, was a 
right bad one; she used to be — ^ Lord, how 
come you so!' every night, as regular as she 
went to bed, and every body knew the tricks 
ibe played wi' my lord J arid if my lady had 
not been just as bad, she neter would baye bad 
Miss Kate home; bowsumever,,she has. been 
served quite right ; there^s always a Providence 
in thes0 kinds of things ; she be run s^way, and 
her husband dead ^ by this titne ; and . > ^ oh, 
here's Susan come back 1 declare : now we 
shall hear all the rights of it. Ah, look at the 
sly toad, she has left Tom Bunbury at the bot- 
tom o' foot-path, lea^t I should be angry ,with 
her." 

She had scarcely uttered the^e wpnfs when 
Susan, with a pair of eyes like sloes, and cheeks 
like roses, made her appearance at the door, 
and imparted in a tone of utter dismay -the 
escape of the culprit, and the consequent dis- 
appointment she had suffered. 

" How ware him dressed ?" said Mrs. Har- 
land — evidently struck with some sudden 
fency. 
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^^ Hov should I ki^QW^ inotliec?^' said 
Susan« 

" Ware he in black, I wonder V^ said her 
mother, (wdting faer eyes very unpleasantly dver 
Henry's costume. 

^^ I don't ^aow," luiswered the girl, evi- 
dently out of humour ^ith the discomfiture of 
the amosefnent sh^ had anticipated in the 
sight; however, i^avks the constable told 
Mie he could not get away, for that there be 
heaps o' folks afrer him, ail round about.^' 

Pleasant intelligence for Mr. Merton ! 

" Wdl," said Mrs. Hafland, somewhat 
doubting her guest, and seeing him determined 
not ta qujt the cottage, ^' Susan, d' you run 
up to the parsoncige and ask your young mis- 
tress if I be looked for yet ; say, I dares to 
say I shan't be long, and I'll come up when- 
ever I be wanted; and ask how dear old 
master be 2 artd, 'bove.all things, do ye make 
haste.*' 

"Trust I for that, mother,** said Susan, « if 
they don't keep I at the Doctor's ;" and away 
went Susan. 

'^ That's strange now, Sur, that chap's es- 
caping," said Mrs. Harland,. " ben't it— it's 
all just because he is a bit of a gentleman :— 
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ibey donH like ^nging gentlefolk in tbis. coun- 
ty, there's so many on 'em desarves it." 

^^ I suspect there is nobody to blame here," 
said Heniy. 

"Why?" 

^ I mean that he got out of the window 
without any help." 

" Out o' what window, young gentleman ? — 
Lard, Lard — ^why, sure — ^good, mercy upon trs 
*--and you are a stranger too !" 

*^ Well." 

^ Oh Lard — ^oh dearee me, if you shoidd be 
the man !" 

" I AM THE MAN t" Said McTtOU. 

"Be you guilty, tell me that, tell me that? 
Have those white hands shed human cretur's 
blood?^ 

" Never !" cried Henry, " my escape is an 
interference c€ Providence." 

*^ And you be innocent ? — speak truth, oh do 
ye now?" 

*^ Believe me I am !" — said he, — as what 
eke should he say ?— 

A violent knocking at the door, which was 
luckily dmt, announced the officers of justice 
in search of the runaway. ^ Be Mrs. Har- 
land within ^^ said a voice outmde, which she 
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recognized as thlat of Sparks the consta- 
ble. 

" Ay, ay, Mr* Sparks, I be coming, Sui !'* 

" Will you betray me ?" said Merton, "im* 
ploringly. ' 

" No :-=-hide in this bed,'* said the dame; — 
He threw himself upon the pallet.— ^^ Stir not, 
and make no noise ; — you munna be killedj -for 
my poor old master's 'sake*" • 

Saying which,* she rapidly coy^<id him up 
\vith the bedcloths, and proceeded to open the 
door. ' -' 

" Where be the prisoner?" said Sparks. 

*^ What prisoner ?" saM Mrs. Harlajid* - 
; " He, as has tipped us leg-bail this morning!'* 
said Sparks. 

" How should I know, Mr. Sparks ?*' said 
Mrs. Harland. 

" Because he be here and we do knoW it !" 
said a second Dogbei'ry who wad of the: party. 

^^ Oh, We stands no nonsense !'* rg^ined the 
leader of the corps. 

<' I knows nothing about it Vm ^re,":sakl 
the dame with a confidence whicli, tvith loiy 
set of people worse informed, mij^t hMe 
passed for innocence. 

" We'il seethatj — we know the man^bi^^^^* 
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"How?" 

^^ That's tellings," said Sparks smartly. 

^^ Oh^ tell she /" mutter^i one of his compa* 
ni(»is. 

^' Well, then, your daughter Susan told us^ 
that there were a man h&ce, and we never ha' 
lost sight o*^ your door since ; there, now !" ' 

This was a thunderbolt to old Honesty. 
Henry resolved upon jumping up and sunren- 
dering himself. The crisis was at hand-— the 
moment full of difficulty and danger ; but Mrs* 
Harland, although a laundress, and a poor 
simple body, in her way, was— *a woman. 

The presence of mind which never forsakes 
her sex, even in situations the most trying, and 
under circumstances the most astounding, was 
reacfy at her command. 

" He w here !" whispered she. 

^«Ah— ahl" 

'^ False woman f thought Henry^ 

*^ He be up in the lofl, up the ladder, there !" 
said the dame in a whisper : " he be locked up 
safe in my api^e and 'tatoe horde ; but he be 
armed, and bold : — you three won't be too 
much {or him, so take my counsel ; — go, all 
o* ye together, and if there be any souffle I can 
call ia our neighbours to lend ye a band I 
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^^ Oh| Mrs. Harland, ye can speak tmdi^ now 
ye belbimd out!^' said Sparks. 
. ^^ Come along then : you two go up first, I'll 
' go last, and don't ye make no pother nor noise. 
I ba' gotten a cutlash^^he shan't 'scape. Miiid 
how you nK>unt, ouM Middkton," said Sparks: 
" steady there— gently — ^hu»h !— " 

And so they mounted to this loft, by the lad- 
der ; but no sooner was the foot of Sparks off 
the highest round of it,.than Mrs. Harland, re- 
moving it from the aperture, laid it quietly cm 
the floor, and opening the cottage door, pushed 
my hero, who had leaped from his hiding-plmce, 
out. 

" Hush,*' cried the trembling woman,— " you 
belong to my old master — you shall be safe for 
me — run to the parsonage— ^you will be Ael- 
tered there. God will protect you if you be 
innocent — and oh! may he pardon you if you 
be guilty !" 

He kissed her hand^^bathed it in tears, and 
followed the path she shewed htm^ to thb par^ 
sonage. He flew, mther than ran| andwas out 
of sight in a moment. 

She gently restored the ladder to its piace. 

'' lie ye coming dow«. Sparks?" cried dhe, in 
a slu*m tools. ^^ Coming dawn 1" «aid Sparks, 
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'^ why, what fool's earand did you send us up. 
here upon ?— here be nothing but a qpade, two 
sacks, a heap of inions, and an ould spinning* 
wheel." 

" Well, sure, I kna'd that," said the dame.' ' 

" Why did ye send us up on such a goose's 
message then?" said Sparks, who felt his dig* 
nity considerably offended by the trick which 
the^ steady old body had so friskily and unac- 
countably played off upon him« 

*^ Do ye mind the story you tould me 'bout 
liondon mpnyment being burned down last 
winter. Master Spaiks ?" said Mrs. Harland. 

'* Ay, well, mistress, but that ware a joke; 
now this be no joke, because, while we were 
up there a rummaging over your sacks and 
things^ that Merton may just clean have got 
away." 

" Whose fault's tliat P^-'-why dioukl I know 
any thing about the man ?" said the lady of the 
house. 

^^ Because Sukey tould ^us so, Mrs. Harland," 
said old Middleton. 

" Sukey is a silly wench for lier pains, 
thea." 

" Well, hang me," said the third pursuer, 
who, like the pairot in the &ble, did not say 
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much, but evidently thought the more — " hang 
me if I don^t think the man were here, after 
all." 

'* Are you satisfied he ben't here now ?" said 
Mrs. Harland. 

" Yes," said Sparks, " he ben't here iio»," — 
striking the bed which Henry had but just left, 
with his stick. 

" Then if you have no more business with 
I, I'll wish you good-day, for I be going up to 
Doctor's,^' said the laundress. 

" Go thy way then, dame," said Sparks, — 
^^ and 1^11 mind how I ever tell thee a cock and 
a: ball story again— fm* if there be one thing in 
this world I do hate more than another, it be 
mounting up a ladder." 

" In fear of breaking your neck by the fell, 
I warrant, me," said the -waggish dame. 

^^ Ah, you be always the same, Mrs. Harland^" 
said old Middleton — " you and 1 come o' two 
cute families, don't us ?" 

And in little provincial gibings and jeerings 
of each other, did the party thus indulge, till 
Mrs. Harland, having partly joked, and pardy 
jostled the triumvirate out of her cottage, shut, 
the door, put the key into her pocket, and fol- 
lowed Henry to the parsonage. 
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CHAPTER XrV. 

*' Thy hope is youngt thy heart is stroog, hut yet a day 
may he, ' 
When tliou shalt weep in dungeon deep, and none 
' thy weepng see." 

When Henry reached the pftfsoiiage, he was 
at avlo^ by what name< to enquire for his si^er- 
in*law, Mrs. H&rlknd^s faTOurite Miss Betsy; 
bur^ including tha^ there was but one mistress 
of thiB house (and thete ought neyer to be 
more) he asked for her by that designation^ 
and was told that she bad just walked out, 
while Mr. Etherington slumbered. The 'sdund 
howevbr of the old genilemaa's bcrll at the 
mMiient announced that he ' bad ' ceased to 
sleep ; and therefore Henry, r^sdlving in his 
mitid to conceal all -the history of his trial, 
imprisonment, and escape, of which his hostess 
at the. cottage had already told lam the po4t 
inTalid -was perfectly ignorant, s^it up a ifaes- 
sagb,'thatif Mr.Etheringtdn were well enough 

TOL. III. F 
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to receive a visitor not personally known to him^ 
but who was a connexion of his own, that 
visitor would gladly avail himself of the per- 
mission to see him. 

Th^ truth is, that Henry, conscious how 
notorious his figure and &ce must be in the 
neighbourhood since his recent exposure at 
the bar of a crowded court, was extremely 
anxious to get shelter from his active pur- 
suers, and prudently considered that a sick 
man's chamber would b^ the most derirable 
sanctuary in the world ; and therefore press* 
^ himself, p^haps somewhat importunately^ 
uppn the dying pastor. The servant, however^ 
brought word that Mr. Etheriogton would 
gladly admit his guest, and civilly lamented 
that there had been nobody below stairs to 
greet him to the parsonage* 

There was a charming economy, and neat- 
ness, and prettiness, almost amounting to ele- 
gance, about the apartment into which Henry 
had been shewn, perfectly indicative of the 
taste and pursuits of the owner of the rectory, 
A comfortable Utter, a literary confiision, heaps 
of books, drawings, music and musical instni- 
ments, an apparent superabundance of fur- 
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niture ; in sliortj it was a crowded snuggeiy j 
and the placid stillness of the place^ ils delicacy 
and quietude^ contrasted with tlie horrid den 
whence he had escaped, soothed and calmed 
his Tniiid^ and prepared him for the interesting 
interne w which he was about to enjoy with a 
lather-in-law, sa extraordinarily discovered. 

He was, after due preparationj ushered up 
atairs into the sick gentleman's room, and 
having waved his hand to the servant, anxious 
under the circumstances not to discover himself 
before a witness ; the man quitted the apart- 
ment, and Henry, advancing to the bed, beheld 
stretched upon it the pious and exemplary, 
yet ill-treated and neglected parent of his 
faithless wifep 

*M know not/* said Mr. EtheringtoOj raising 
himself on the pillow, *< to whom I am in- 
debted for this visit - but I am gi^atefiil for the 
kindness, and lament, Sir, that the absence of 
my guardian angel, my daughter Eliza, has 
caused so much delay, and such apparent in- 
Attention, in yonr reception," 

*' Sir,^' said Henry, *^ it h I, who ought on 
my knees to apologize to you for having thus 
long delayed— too long, indeed, visiting you, 
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and paying you that respect and attention doe 
from one so nearly connected with you as 1 
am, however unfortunate the circumstances 
coincident with the alliance/' 

^^ To whom, then, am I listening ?'' said 
Etherington. 

" In me, Sir," said Henry, " you see the 
husband of your elder daughter." 

" Mr. Merton !" exclaimed the old gentle- 
man : ^^ I am delighted to find myself, at 
length, remembered. I honestly confess, I 
hardly expected this- of you now — " and the 
poor old man actually wept for joy. 

"Indeed, Sir," said Henry, "had it beea 
even suggested to me, I should have hastened 
long ago to solicit your acquaintance : as it is, 
I come to you, under circumstances of great 
delicacy, which I cannot at the moment explain^ 
and bitterly do I grieve that she, who should 
have directed me hither, neglected to point out 
that, which I so clearly perceive would have 
been my duty." 

" Whence do you come now ?" said the in- 
nocent old roan. 

" I am last from Lowestoffe," replied Henry, 
thvs equivocating, in consequence of Mrs. 
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Harland's hints ; '^ and I am most anxious to 
see your daughter Eliza, — for 1 have much, 
very much to talk over with her." 
' . " And where is Kate, Sir ?" said Etherington, 
in. a peculiar tone, certainly unlike that of 
affection, and most strikingly so, when com- 
pared with that which he adopted when speak- 
ing of her sister. • 

"God knows, Sir," said Henry: "since 
her flight I have never seen her, .and although 
I have heard that she has again fled from her 
original seducer, I am ignorant whidier she 
is gone." 

" What ! Sir ? — What is it you say ?" ex- 
cliumed the agonized fether: "Kate-* my daugh- 
ter Kate, fled? — left you? — left her husband ?" 

With all Merton's caution as to the trial, 
and the murder of Lavington, touching which 
Bubjects his humble friend had put him upon 
his guard, he. did not know that the. aged 
parent (or reputed parent, a£ auctioneers; and 
lawyers say of manors) of his Kate Imd been 
kept in total ignorance of . the whole affair (rf* 
her infidelity, ab initio^ nor, that he. had been 
so kept by the .advice. of his physicians, r who 
Jbad declared his dissolution to be. the almost 
F 3 
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certain result of the agitation prodfi^iUe bf 
bis knowledge of such dreadful &ct8* 

" Tell me, Sir — tell me, I implore you^-da 
not deceive me — ^^bas sbe playetl jou fidse?'* 
cried Etheringtoh^ in a state of conyulsiw 
agcmy, 

" Good Heayens ! wbat bave I done ?" ex- 
claimed our hero. 

" I know it— I know it all ; now I know why 
the London papet^ have been studiotisly kepi 
from me ;«— oh, tell tne, I implore you, speak 
the truth-^the whole truth." 

^* I have said too much to retract, Sir^'' said 
Henry ; " let me entreat you to compose your- 
self. Pankm her, pardon her ; I have forgiven 
her;^ — it was, indeed, my ovm fault-^it was I 
whowas to blame^". 

Here, in spite of MertbnV anxiety to paK 
tiate and qualify, the old gentleman fell into 
a violent fit of convulsions. Henry instaiitly 
mng the bell; in reply to which, not oftljr 
theservant^ but EHisa h^^If, wh0 had that 
infant arrived from her walk, attended by ber 
husband^ aniered the apartment. 

In her distress at the alanmng appearance 
of'faer parent^ she passed Henry uohi^ede^ 
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\vlio, catcking. ker busband^s arm, led or 
rather dragged hioi firom the chamber into an 
adjoining room« 

^^ For mepcy'g gake/' said Henry, " hear me 
-^liBlen to me. Acquit roe of iatentioiiaJi Qrtt^ 
elly — I fear I have done incalculable miachtef 
— I be^vQ dtsclo^the seeret of Kate's iftfidelity 
toher&tberl" 

" Merciful powers !^' exclaimed Wilmore, ** he 
ttfts hitherto been kept in total igooraftce of it 
all.^ — To whom, then, can I be spiking ?" 

'* Merton, her husband T' 

f< The miurderer of LavingtoaT' eaid Wil- 
iBore, starting from him with honx>Y. 

^* No, na; assure yourself of ray innocence 
of that. Oh, why— why did I come hither t^ 
scatter mischief arcmndnt^? I toMghi here an 
asylum till night fiom my pursuers." 

<^ Did you tell him^Ao^ to6?" a<^edWilmore> 

'^ No-HM> ; I had been cautioned on tfiat 
point," replied Merton. 

" Mr. Merton, you say you are iniiocttii — 
am; I to understand tlie assertion, as made upon 
jour honour in coi^fidelice and truth 2" 

^' By Heaven, I am !" repeated MerUm. 

^ Theai yoni mte laafe ; Imt I fear the blow 
jp4 
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you have innocently inflicted will produce tbe 
most dreadful consequences upon the poor 
invalid." 

" Henry — oh, Henry !'* exclaimed a voice of 
alarm and wretchedness. ** Wilmore, where 
are you ?" 
« My life— my Eliza !" cried Wilmore. 
She rushed into the room, and throwing her- 
self back upon thtf sofe, screamed, or rather 
shrieked, gaq>ing for breath, and hiding her 
face with her bands-— ^^ He is gone I— Wil- 
more, he is gone !— niy beloved father is gone !" 
Wilmore and Henry too well knew the 
meaning of the dreadful words, and flew firom 
the apartment into Mr. Etherington's rodm, 
while others ran to Eliza's help : it was all too 
true — the vital spark had fled ; and the piou^ 
exemplary Etherington viras past the power 
of &te in this world ! 

What Merton's feelings might be upon this 
new occasion of horror^^how he bore ithis new 
accumulation of misery, who ^hall say I What 
the sensations of Wilmore, under tlie circum- 
stances, ' were, it would be equally difiicult to 
describe. The sudden, the unexpected, the-ez- 
traordinary intrusion of the culprit into their 
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peacefal dwelling, there being only- his own 
evidence/of bis innocence against a verdict of 
his countrymen ; the ignorance on the part of 
Eliza as to whom he really was ; the dreadful 
confusion he had, so unaccountably to her, 
created in the family ; the acceleration of her 
&tber's dissolution, which was doubtlessly in- 
duced by some communication made by the 
stranger — it was all too late to moralize or 
argue : here, was the man ;— and Wilmore had 
a most difficult and districting part to act. 
' His doubts as to the conduct to be observed 
toWafds Henry, however, were very soon set at 
rest.' The innocent Susan had .been again en- 
countered by Messrs. Sparks, Middleton, and 
Co., had again been questioned, and in the 
native innocence of her heart, and in vindica- 
tion of the truth of her original story, not only 
persisted in it, but offered the strongest proof 
of her correctness, by informing them that she 
had. actually seen the man of whom she had 
before spoken escape from her mother's house, 
since their visit ; that she had seen him go into 
the parsonage ; and, moreover, that she was 
sure he was at that moment there. 
H^re was a probability of circumstance too 
w 5 
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Strong, not to. strike ev«n the cotntables^ii 
was the nalttral retreat of the rector's son-in* 
law. And though Mr. Wilmore, for reasons we 
can perfectly comprehend, (though, perhaps^ 
the plebeians could not) had not chosen to com*' 
mence his acquaintance with his ill-fated bro* 
ther-in-law, while under confinement upon the 
repulsive charge upon which he was brought 
to trial and condemned ; still the common feel-* 
ings of humanity would prompt the inhabitants 
of the rectoiy to give him shelter. 

Away, therefore, went the officers, demanded 
and obtained admission to the parsonage in thd 
moment of confusion ; and in the midst of th^ 
weepings of the servants for their master, in 
the midst of Eliza's agonising cries, and in the 
moment when Wilmore was deliberating how 
he should act towards his unwelcome visitor, 
laid hands upon the devoted Merton, who 
felt that his name and appearance would now 
be eternally associated in the mind of Mrs* 
Wilmore with the destruction of her parent, 
as well as the disgrace of her sister ; and who 
really enjoyed relief from the wretchedness 
he had caused, witnessed, and -experienced, 
by the summons of the law to the scaffold. 
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It was not till long after M r. Merton was 
«afely lodged in a cell, with treble gratings and 
as mucli iron about his body as ever decorated 
poor Baron Trenck, that Elisa was made ac- 
quainted with the real circumstances of tWe 
case, or knew who the basilisk was, who had 
brought death and desolation into the femily. 
The horror she had previously conceived for 
him now exceeded all description : she would 
not hear a word in his vindication, and, above 
all, treated with contempt and totdi disbelief 
the animated protestations of innocence as to 
Lavington's murder, which he had made to 
her husband. 

To be sure, Henry seemed to have been bom 
not only to be constantly miserable himself, but 
to be the perpetual cause of misery in others. 
For, although in point of fitct the life of Mr. 
Etherington might, and in all probability wouki, 
have ended in a few days, perhaps hours, stiH 
the visitor was, in the eyes of the afl^tionate 
daughter, the actind murderer of her parent. 
Poor Henry was not at all soothed, ttnd^r the 
circumstances, at finding Mrs. Harl»nd*s cottage 
shut up, m he passed it on his return to gaol, or 
at hearing that she had been apprehended and 
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carried b^re a magistrate, for having knowing* 
ly concealed a capital felon, and ihoreioyer ob- 
structed the officers" of justice in their duty. ^ 
. When the iron gates of the gaol. creaked on* 
their, hinges, and closed after him' ^th a heavy 
clafiging noise, it seemed as if he. was' shut out 
for ever from the world. And his'firstenquiriei 
of the gaoler were, when' the sentence of the 
law was to :be executed, he was told, that he 
should know as soon as the sheriff had fixed 
the time; but he was cautioned to prepare 
himself for a speedy termination to his suffer* 
ings, as, under ' the circumstances ' of his es- 
cape, decided and immediate meSasures virere 
absdlptdy neCessaVy, as well for security as 
example. ' ' 

When Henry found himself in a worse and 
more loa:thsome cell than the oiie which' he had 
previously bccupiedr^ when he was informed 
that. the sheriff had directed th^t hk should 
at night be chained to the floor, the 'poor 
young man began to speculate upon what he 
had done, during the last few hours. He had 
shortened the life of the man whose daughter 
he had already driven to destruction^— he had 
rendered miserable a peaceful family of love-— 
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bad made hid iiame hateful to the whole con- 
nexioti-^he had' brought a poor, honest, hard- 
working woman into trouble and embarrassment 
•*— he had shewn a fear of death— ^and evinced a 
consequent consciousness of guilt^ — had violated 
the confidence reposed in him, by those who 
had affiirded him every consistent accommoda- 
tion, and had postponed for a few hours the 
&te for which his mind had been infinitely better 
prepared the day beibre, than it was at the 
present moment. These reflections were added 
to the galling weight of the irons, the hard floor 
of the cell in which darkness was only visible, 
and the absence of the chaplain, who was gone 
out of, the town to an agreeable dinner-party, 
firom which, after taking his cheerful glass in 
the circle of his aifectionate fri^nds^ he 'wonld 
quietlyretum to his house, go to rest, rise to- 
morrow, and dine somewhere else, while Hen- 
ry, poor wretch, would pine in the depths 

of sorrow till — when ? 

That was the question; and very shortly 
was it, answered. The sheriff had fixed twelve 
o'clock the following day for the execution; 
but instead of visiting the prisoner, as he had 
kindly and considerately done before, he sent 
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the under-sberifl^ who gave the gaoler the 
strictest orders as to the necessary deg^nee oC 
testraint to be imposed upon his charge;, to 
which the gaoler, whose feelings were hurt hj 
th^ dishonourable cqnduct of a man, wlio could 
be so extremely ungentlemanly as to attempt 
to escape hanging, after such civil treatment 
as he had received at his hands, took care 
to adhere most rigidly; and when be locked up 
my hero for the night, he deposited within hit 
reach a loaf of bread and a pitcher of water^ 
according to the letter of the law, and depart? 
ed without making a single observation, fasten* 
ing the treble doors of the cell and passage with 
an elaborated nicety, and an extra proportion 
of noise. 

And here we are, within a few hours of the 
conclusion of the life now inevitably devoted 
to ^he claims of justice ! In a few hours all that 
inlereUed us will have ceased to be ! and, most 
certainly, nothing could more have seriously 
tended to unsettle his thoughts of unearthly 
things, than the dreadful scene he had recently 
witnessed, and in which he h^d played so pK>< 
minent a part. He felt that he would give the 
world to see Wilmore, even for five minutes^ 
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but it was meet unreasonable to fixpect sQch 
a gratifieation. It would have been unnatural 
that he should, under the circumstances, visii 
him ; and he might have given up all hope of 
it ; yet, when the doors of his dungeon were 
(Opened in'' the morning, and presented tha 
chaplain to his view, he felt a shock of diiap* 
pointment, fiur he had buoyed himself up with 
the expectation that Wilmore might .have straiiv- 
ed a point to come to him. He r^iced, hoir« 
ever, again, to have the aid of his spiritual com« 
fbrter'; and having stated to him all the events of 
the previous morning, and begged him to be the 
bearer of a letter to the wretched family whose 
unhappiness he had so materially increased, if 
not altogether caused, he £blt himself more calm 
and composed than, he could have eotpected ati 
such a crisis. He requested a glass of wine jusi 
previously to the arrival of the vehicle which 
was to convey him to the place of execution ; 
and when it was announced that all was ready^ 
he walked forward to the yard, where his irons 
"^were again removed, and his arms pinioned* 
He proceeded precisely at noon to. a moumiog« 
coach which stood at the gate of the prison, 
and with which he was specially indulged ibt 
his last melancholy journey. 
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• It was with diflSculty he stepped into the caN 
riage, frofcn the uselessneds of his arms : be was 
almost lifted in by the chaplain, who, with 
the under-sheriff, took their seats within-side, 
the executioner mounting' th^ box, and the 
gaoler riding with many of the shieriff's oflScers 
round about the coach. 

The bells tolled heavily, and the mournful 
procession moved slowly and solemnly along. 
The windows were thronged with people ; and 
amongst the number there appeared a predomi- 
nant proportion of females* The escape had 
added a new interest to the ceremonial, and, 
doubtlessly attracted an additional concourse of 
spectators. Henry seldom rai&ed his counte- 
nance, but he was calm and collected; even 
flome coarse jokes which were bandied about a- 
mohg the lower classes of the mob passed unheed- 
ed by him, nor did he appear moved, till, at the 
turning of the road, he lifted his eyes mechani- 
cally towards the window of the coach, and be- 
held oh the edge of the highway, the fatal 
gallows ! His heart' at that'momen t beat rapidly 
—the lofty Tree of Justice was surrounded by 
9L multitude anxiously waiting the arrival of the 
culprit ; and as he approached, they ejcpresse^ 
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in no decent language their disapprobation of 
the delay which they seemed to think had un- 
necessarily occurred in the performance of tht 
ceremony. Perhaps there never had been a 
phalanx of human beings assembled on such 
an occasion, who expressed such universal and 
collective abhorrence and animosity towards a 
criminal as this— indeed, the avowal of the 
popular feeling could scarcely be repressed. 

The coach having been drawn up on the side 
of the road where a small temporary platform 
had been erected under the gallows, the chap- 
lain first stepped from it, then followed the 
under^eriff, and last came— the prisoner. He 
yiBS as pale as death; and the difficulty of 
getting out of th^ carriage, which was equally 
great with that which he experienced when 
getting into it, gave to hi^ step and manner the 
app^r^nce of terror.and trepidation, which in 
fact he did not feel. 

; He now passed some minutes in devotion 
with Hhe clergyman; during which time the 
under-sheriff, who vras eugaged to dine early at 
some distance from the town, and thought th^ 
sooner the affair was over the better, beckoned 
tfie executiQ^er, who, after removing Henry's 
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neckcloth, proceeded to place the fiital noose 
over his head, and thus accoutred, my poor 
hero ascended the ladder which led to the fatal 
scafibld. The executioners assbtant now 
mounted the gallows and made fast the halter, 
when the under-sheriff and Jack Ketch left 
the more elevated part of the platform, the latter 
descending, to be ready to knock away the 
fatal bolt winch was to launch Merton into 
eternity. 

The chaplain was alone with him on the 
drop. They prayed together— 4e put, as a last 
question to the wretched man, whether there 
was any thing he desired to say— any wish he 
had to express. He answered in the negative 
and the chaplain turned to quit him, when « 
shout was heard in the crowd, followed by a 
general movement ; this again was succeeded 
by a distant cry of—** Stop the execution l-^ 
Stop !~Stop !'• 

The sea of heads waved to and.fh>— two or 
three horsemen were seen riding through the 
vast and compact mass of pe<^e ; one, in an 
agony of exertion, waving his handkerchief to 
attract attention. 

Henry's feelings overcame him— the pause 
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—the suspense — ^his utter ignorance of all that 
was passing, (for the cap had been drawn over 
his eyes, and he, from being pinioned, was 
unable to remove it)— the cry of *^ Stop the 
execution !" or something which sounded like 
it, rang in his ears at the moment when he 
expected the fatal plank to fall from under 
him. He staggered and fainted, and would 
have dropped, had not the chaplain rushed 
towards him, and caught him in his arms. 
He withdrew the cap from his face Co give 
him air — ^the wretched sufferer breathed again. 
By this time the coming horsemen had reach* 
ed the scaffold^^one of them flew up its steps 
•«^4i confused murmur again assailed IMIerton's 
ear*-h6 opened his hatf^Iesed eyes, and be* 
hdd on the platform before him — Sir Harrt 
liAVlHOTON !!! 



Digitized by 



Google 



116 MEATOir* 



CHAPTER XV. 



" Weel," said the Deacon to Mrs. Mac-C«ndUsli, as lit 
accepted her offer of a glass of bitters at the bar, " the 
de'il 's no sae ill as he 's ca'd. It's pleasant to dee a gentle- 
man pay the regard to the business o' the county that Mr. 
Glossin does." 

A 8HOITT rent the skies, such as seldom 
bad been heard upon that fatal spot. The deiid 
was alive — the guilty innocent ! To be thus 
unexpectedly saved from death and ignominyi 
— ^how delightful ! — how awfully surprising ! 
To any other man this restoration, not only to 
safety — ^but to innocence, not only to life — ^but 
to society, would have been, indeed, the most 
overwhelming, the most stupendously gratifying. 
But look at Merton ! — ^look at his prevailing 
&te ! How is he snatched from perdition ?— 
how rescued from the very brink of eternity ? — 
to whom does he owe his preservation, bis life, 
his character ? — to Lavington — to him to whom 
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of all men he would owe ibe ka&t — to him 
who had so deeply, so bitterly injured him. ' 

LAvington^ however, was too much one of 
the world to allow these feelings to inierfere 
with his explanation to the people, so neces- 
sary at the moment. Hefeii ag well as Merton 
the delicacy of their relative situations; but he 
felt also the importance to the innocent culprit 
(for culprit he had lUeraili/ been) of an imme- 
diate explanation- Nothing, he knew, could be 
a more satisfactory exoneration of a presumed 
murderer than the pei-sonal appearance of his 
supposed victim ; and, thereforcj with as much 
composure as the difficulty of the circum- 
stances, the excitement of the moment, and 
his individual exertions left him, he spoke to 
the assembled crowd, told ihem who he was, 
and begged tliose nearest to communicate to 
those farther removed, the purport of his ad- 
dress \ he added, that he could not be expected 
then to enter into details, but he promised 
them that every particular should be disclosed 
to the magistrates immediately on their return 
to the town. 

The English heart is susceptible of the 
strongest impressions and emotions ; the mo* 
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ment tbat the alem mob, whose cries bad been 
loud for justice upcm the patrician blobd-ajpiHer, 
Hreffe miule Co understand, first by the ^inval 
(^ the Baronet, then by his hfti^ngiie, and 
finally by the cordial gpreenings which benry 
received firdm the sheriflsv and diaplairi, and 
others immediately round him,' that his ihho* 
cence was sadtfactorily authenticated, and 
ofl&cially recognised, they joined in the most 
enthusiastic and extravagant testimonies of 
their joy and exultation. 

They lost no time in seizing upon the 
newly-released victim, and hoisting him upon 
their shoulders, risked his ne<^ a second time 
by carrying him in triumph towards the town ; 
others of the mob at the same ^me leading, 
patting, tLod caresmng the panting horse which 
had borne his deliverer t6 the rescue ; while 
Sir Harry himself with the sensitive delicacy 
of high feeling, (of which, however much per- 
verted his accomplishm^its and talents, he had 
an abundance,) having mingled with the crowd 
unobserved, joined in the thickest of the throng, 
and returned thus unostentatiously to the prin* 
cipal inn* 

. In the mean time, in ^ite of the ^ble re- 
sistance o{ the posse comikUuSy a portion of the 
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multitude were amusing themBelves by lereU 
Ung with the ground the Tree of Justice, 
while others, who had procured aaees for the 
purpose^ busied themselves in chopping the 
apparatus of death into sizeable logs, where* 
with to make a huge bonfire at night, in honour 
of poor Merton's happy e^ape^ 

Liavinprton being, as I hate just said, on the 
one hand conscious how irksome his continued 
presence would be to Henry, and on the other 
anxious beyond measure that liis exertions in 
his behalf in the recent danger and difficulty 
from which he had extricated him^ should 
not have the appearance of an attempted 
iei-off in their accountSj to his past miscon^ 
duct towards him, informed the high-sheriff, to 
whom he immediately applied himself, that if 
his deposition to facts was essential to the libe- 
ration and final emancipation of Mr. Merton 
from his charge and custody, he would wish to 
make every necessary statement immediately^ 
as pressing business called him immediately to 
XK)ndon. 

The simple fact of Sir Harry Lavington's 
existence whose identity was proved by bis 
own servant, who, like a staunch and faithful 
vassal, had sworn not to leave the county till 



Digitized by 



Google 



4 



llld MERTOK. 

he had seen the end of the ba«e fellow ^^ as did- 
bis ifiaster |"'and vAto was actually at^the^plaGe 
6f ex0dutk»n^ would h^^e been, in the estimation 
of those not learned in tbelaw^ of itself soffi- 
cteht to justify the sheriff in discharging the 
lAtepnsbner : hdw^er, those whb are aware of 
the intricacies of <mr consjtitution, ' well know 
that in point of Iftw it was no sudi- thing ; and^ 
mbreov^r, if it hiad been, the said sheriff "waA 
a Tory, marvellously afraid of responsibility, 
and proporttonably timid in all his acts and 
decisions; ^nd when it was representee! thai 
a bill of findict^ment had been preferred against 
the , same pefson for passing forged bank-notes^ 
he felt ut imperatively necessary to have the 
whole of thai af&ir investigated also, and' de* 
termiied upon Weseping his prisoner in custody, 
till hfe ^rote to, and received an answer ifrom 
the Secretary of State for the Home Depart- 
merit 6n the subject. Such is the '^ fadlis 
descensus" even to the minor pandemonium 
df la county gaoL . . 

Lavington gave the injured husband the be- 
nefit of 'bW testimony updn this latter point, by 
declaring hi« entire disbelief in the wlu)le story 
of thefoi^gery. However, the sheriff turnip m 
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tdeaf ear to the romantic liberality of the younjjf 
baronet, and begged him to confine himself to 
snch a statement as he might forward by that 
eight's post to Whttehall. 

Accordingly Sir Harry made a formal depo- 
shionj in ivhich lie- taadiflly Rtated the real 
cause of his appeavancft atj and disappearance 
from LiOwestoflFe, without any regard to his 
own feelings, or any desire to disguise the real 
circumstances of the case. The Baronet was 
gallant and gay— rhe was young and giddy— ^ 
he was moreover handsome, elegant^ and ac-. 
com plished, but, alas! he was |>oor/ and, after 
tfaving run a glorious course, becatne so despe^ 
rately involved, that the charming extravagance 
of his friend*s wife brought on a crisis, of the; 
approach of which she Was perfectly aware, and 
warily quitted her paramour purposely to avoid 
it. 

I should, in justice to Latrington, correct this 
last passage. Merton was ;?o^ his friend --r 
barely an acquaintance ; and, if excuses ever 
may be made for that, which no sophistry can 
change from vice, there- are certainly mord 
palliations to be found in the case before u#;- 
than in any other I perhaps ever met with. 

VOL. III. G 
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i}ow^#r> Mrs, B^ertqn, wbo^ loTp-«^if Ipv)^ U 
iwgM bp c^,ll^^w«is of ihe gs^y w4 8pl^^^4 
fOfit, bad a. 4i8pppition ijbr royjii:>g,; wbi^^h w- 
thing but loading th^ wipga of b^r CAipid witb 
gold cpuld r^Mraii^. S\^0 lyns, as I at. first 
c»Jle4 iejt, a fp^^ndi^ peril-na 6»e firework, 
brilliant and npi^, asioundini; i|ind 4<'!zzling, 
and beauHifttl, iodetd^ na an ^cJiibiti^P ; bi;t 
whicb, if a mfm brougbt inU> his bpo^ of bomeS| 
would wadoubi^dly go off som^ daji^to bi^ utter 
confusion; and bum b^ fivgeiis in^ tbe. bar^ 

Sb?i was a strange i^^ture of contn^cUotipnf 5 
nor can any of Us^ yi^t ewQtty see w% sb^ so 
enxiously ^WMigk 1m wip» wii*, <wf h^x^ 
The world lias sftid> ibiilibej^iien^we tje^we^ 
It^ pcvdedce aod ^^ of Mis$f Bila^ Q^aj^fPi 
Of Ha«ers&»ld> ©Qiiftisite4 ia U^ jWjo^HtviJB^ry 
measui*es she adopted, so as to insure the pref 
liervatjp^ pf b^r ]s^e<H^biM|^y<i i^pder ^^jacfost 
paijti^Wr «tr!MK^ity^ 

At 9JA ^9W^ts, l^vii^{^)i^>coR4ttc;t toiHr|gr4f 
S^'s:i9Qured hmJ^wd^ '^ 0!ie qirc/w#^PS& <^ 
bis iiinflic^^OA a|»d r^eMe? ^»« IlMffbiy {H'ais^ 
woKby^ 1^ it» ftpqn^ vifUl sbew 
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^nibarre«ped ii* Im circumataac^, re^dved tp 
(Jp ibftT, iwhi^tk my body who witt t^V^ ^b« 
trouble to sl^fw ^l^na^si^v^s p) Cal^, pr Bq^^ 

metsopolhy will cle^ly: perceiye tj^t many 
af bis ftiwd^ have^do^e before him-»nanaely, 
iQ tr^fLt bis ppi^y creditors as Rf ynard dpes 
tbe bounds, w4 <f9^yJl^J the bp^y they weive igo 
an^]k»^ to po^^e^ beypod the rje^h of that 
troiiMesome }^i«r of debtor and credUoi*^ whidi^ 
ftoimdbes with m^ bonost and ^uitabl^ seve- 
rity G7er tbe wbol^ surfi^cfi of the. United Kiag- 
dom. 

Tbe wary d«ii3 w^q> ^wot^p, tpo Heew for 
him; they gf)t we^ of bis proposed mi^F^.- 
tica, aiid pQ$l^ ftt Pi%bto|ij Por^mpufb, 
Sbuibaoopton, Oov^er^ IM^^t^i and iod^d a( 
all the probable 0afee» of e^JN^^^ipa, l^tB and 
hindmnces to hie ^ flyltipift" a$ the Scptijh ca}l 
it- Be, on the o4ier bwid, wa^ top c^wipg 
tp wHi himself i^feJwanwwary daiig^} ^n^ fP'^ 
eoked upcm #l#rtki^ fm B^rwi^b, wd wJiflg 
thence, per packet, to Holland, as bekig ^ 
y^stt MMy rpnie ij^^nf^e. Accpfdiijgly he 
proceeded to Harwic^^^iflgbiw^fMrcVanr 
dtrtfoft m Qmt^vL^f w by ww tfiually 
g2 
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extraordinary name; and, having ascertained 
that no packet was to sail for two or three days, 
was preparing, under the happy concealment 
oC the curibus appellation he had selected, to* 
remsiin perdu where he was; but the chase was 
too sharp for him : he had been traced to the 
spot ; and, like our , waggish monarch in the 
oak (according to Hume's version of the story), 
heard enquiries made after himself, by the man-^ 
hunters themselves at the bottom of the stairs. 

This alarmed him, and finding Essex too hot 
to hold him, he began to scheme and calculate 
what was best to be done. He sent for the 
master of a cutter, who was especially recom- 
mended to him by mine host of the Cups, in or-* 
-der to ascertain if be would undertake a trip 
across the Channel for a reasonable consideration. 

^^ My good friend,'* said Sir Harry, *^ you 
see I have a pressing emergency to get to HeU 
voetsluys as socn as possible. My name is An* 
driBW Vanderstop — I am a merchant, and eveiy 
thing depends on my speedy arrival on the Con«r 
tinent." 

" Ay, ay," said the man, " I knows what 
tack yoa are on. Sir Harry I" 

^' What J" exclaimed the petrified B^ronet^ 
" am I known ?" 
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, " Known!" said the Skipper, ^* ah, known 
amongst a thousand. You don't remember me^ 
Sir Harry: many a time you've sailed under 
my Lord's red Burgee in the Club." 

" JLrord , what lord ?" 

" Lord Morriston, Sir Harry. The Fanny of 
Cowesj 32 tonB, coppered up to the bends i 
yawl-rigged ; and beats the Pearl hollow in a 
light wind-" 

^* Butj pray, what are you doing here ?" 
^f I have left my Lord^ Sir Harry. His Lord- 
ship took it into his head to marry — he couldn^t 
attend to the Fanny and my Lady too. Sir 
Harry ! Besides, ray Lady's not fond of the 
^ater ; there's no 'counung for taste. So I left 
my Lordj and turned trader 1" 

" I thought I remembered your face," said 
Sir Harryj *' when you came into the room,"' 

" I know'd ^ou the minute I see'd you. Sir 
Harry/' said Burridge ; '* though you were near 
Hull-down when they first hailed me !" 

" Wellj then, since you know me, perhaps 
you will let me in confidence tell you the reason 
of my being here." 

" Tell— tell that to the marines, Sir Harry % 
J knows it all aforehand ; here*s been two chaps 
o3 
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dti t)ie l0ok««dt tct you, fbr th6 last tbree 
d&yQ pdst ; thid 1& tio roadstead for you^ 1 1^ 
teHyoaP 

" What on i^rfli shall I do !" 

*^ Nothing: you*ll do a ded belter on* the 
watef, take tny iroM fot't/' aaid Burridge. 

^ Caa yoii give me a i^as^agef^^ 

'< Passage ! aye, aye, Sir, a3 snug attd a^ com. 
fbrtable as a judge in anlndyoian^if ^ h^ as you 
can wait till Friday, but that l*m sure you can*t.'* 

^ Have you no plan ?" 

" 1 tUnk I could scheme for you— after the 
fashion of running cotitmbands. If you vviA 
take h)y advite. Sir Harry, you will gca out 6f 
this place as soon as you can.'* 

*« Whither am X to go P 
/« Shall 1 tell ye what's what ?— get oiit o' 
this county. You can do't at night by land^ 
tho'f you mustn't by water. Set 6V6iy thing be- 
low and aloft, studding-sails and alt, and bear 
up for Shotley-gate oveif the felrty • thfere you 
beat the Esse* cmiieri— that's Sutfdk. If you 
can find a harbour now, down at LoWestofi^, 
till Friday morning, and the wind holds a^ it 
is, 1*11 be laying to, on a-nd off ther6, and 
s^nd my mate and Bill, (ihSsA*^ my boy ais Is 
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'prenticed to mey) Bsbore for you m the boatj 
Sir Harry!" 

" A most excellent and subtle achemej Mr. 
Burridge^" ^aid the BaroneL 

" You just give an order to the landlord to 
Jet me have your trunks, or whatever it may be, 
ttnd c&ll yourself whatever you like. Leave all 
the rest to me and my mate ^ and on Friday 
morning, please the pigSj Sir Harryj at soon 
after daylight aa may be^ you'll see the 
Phoenix standing on and off for you- You'll 
know her by her taunt*mast, Sir Harry, and 
square top-sail ; besides^ I'll have a btue«^nd* 
^hite diagonal at my gafF, then you can'i 
miss her." 

*^ I am infinitely obligned to you for tbit* 
scheme/' said the embarragscd Baronet, who, 
having quite satisfied Mr* Burridge of hii libe- 
rality^ and received sufficient testimonials from 
mine host to ensure the fulfilment of any en- 
gagement entered into by the said personage, 
delivered Mr, Vauderetop's trunks to the skip- 
per; and, having paid his biltj proceeded^ as if 
with Burridge^ towards the beach j but au 
lieu de cela^ the moment ihey lost sight of the 
inn, the boatman and the Baronet parted cont^ 
panyi and, vrhile the old tar betook himself to 
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bis hbaMe, '^bere he might salbly stowaway |be 
baggage till the following afternoon, \vhen h< 
was to sail, the' lady-killer cotnmenced a pedes* 
trian excursion, with his wardrobe enclos<sd in 
a small Talise, secured by a patent Braniah lock, 
hanging in his baud, having no object ia view 
except the attainment to Lowe^t^ffe, on or before 
the following evening. 

The pains of pleasure, and the sorrows of 
gaiety are innumerable; and though hidden 
assiduously from the public eye, day after d&y 
incidents are occurring to men of equal rank 
and fashion with Lavington, not one whit less 
irksome and galling than this which I am 
called up to record. It is only by bccadional 
deVelopements in police reports, or trials in our 
Courts of Law, that the million see into the a> 
canri, of the world in which they live. Sufficie it 
to say, that thie lancer, who would have perished 
rather than carry a parcel before companfy, 
marched gaily with his little leathern casket 
under his arm, and never felt the load ; 'so light 
was his heart at having escaped the watchfaV 
myrmidons of the law . 

To describe the anxiety which the Baronet en- 
dured until he had crossed the ferry and reached 
Shotley, to enumerate the various little diffi- 
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culties he encountered in hi^ progress to Ips- 
wichjhU artful manceuvres and skilful evasions, 
till at four o*clock the following afternoon he 
deposited his body safely at the Spread Eagle 
at Wrentbanij would be to enter too minutdy 
ioto details in \*hich we are not particularly 
interested, till the evening commencest 

At night-fall the gallant Baronet contrived 
to reach LtOwestofFe^ where his wistful eyes In 
the morning were to be blest with the taunt^ 
masted Phoenix, with the blue-and-white dia- 
gonal at her gafil Arrived, according to the 
pTOgramme, with his valise under his armj he 
was i-eceived and treated at the inn wiUi a 
degree of respect and attention not quite equal 
to that bestowed upon Henry, who had no 
parcel to carry^ Sir Hairy having fallen under 
the imputation of being a pedestrian commer" 
cial traveller ; for since the truth must be told, 
it may be right to observe, that in the general 
wrack of his affairs he had left the crack regl« 
ment of which be was so distinguished a mem*' 
ber, and having exchanged to the ha If- pay of 
the 60th Foot, considered the demolition of 
those crinitory mementus of his former gaiety 
(bis mu^tachios) absolutely necessary » 
G 5 
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H^, fbeii. We have ttaced Sir Harry to iha 
imi) in pet^t deeurity t yrt kkiow of dur own 
kiioWled^ bdW safely b^ retired to rest, and 
how cAutioudy he *« put out the light." 

Wheu he awoke, the room beidg darkened 
by the shatters which w^^e closed, he per*^ 
ceived the do^T ajar, 4hd eudeaVour^d td ascer* 
tain whether his nocturnal companion 1^ yet 
riden. He looked towards the bed whkh he 
had occupied, and fbund the curtains Open ; be 
rose, and unfiistened the shutters— ^he saw that 
th^ t^ant of th^ other couch had fled I 

In one minute Sir H^irry transformed his 
absent cottiptoion into an o^er of the sheriff 
oF Buflblk^ or, at least, into one of bis JLondoU 
eiNeditors, into Whose society ilMuck had thus 
strangely thrdwn him« Not a moment was to 
be lost in deliberation ; if he remained wheire 
he was, certain ruin ensued ; if he got away, 
perhaps Burridge was idready off the pkce^ 
and'he might be saved. 

The horrid phantom once conjured up, poor 
I^airington became terribly alarmed* He had 
not paid his bill-^how could he leaye the 
house ? Perhaps the doors were locked,, yet 
his companion was gone; at all events he 
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c5uld make his exit by the Mme fheafis. He 
huTTied hm\self m df^slng, andjuat as he want- 
ed to C^n his valise with his patent lock, sud- 
denly recollected that ht had left the key in his 
writing-desk^ which was on board the Phoenix, 
To Open the thing without a key, as all the 
newspaper accounts of Mr* Eramah"'3 superior 
machinery loudly proclaim, was hojjelesSj and 
tlVefefore he had recourse to a scheme not un- 
frequently adopted by persons in great hastfe 
with little patience, which svns no other than 
that of breaking open hh minute portmanteaiu 
To perform this operation, he had recourse 
to varioue implements, none of which appeared 
likely to effect his purpose, when at length he 
resolted to ciU out the lock, and thus obtain 
access to the articles which were contained iti 
the trunk. In making this attempt his kni&, 
which was extremely sharp, suddenly shut buck 
with great force upon ih^ ball of the thumhj 
between it and the fore^finger, which caused ;» 
most extnaordinary effimdn of blood, and so 
much pain* that^ in \m agony and rage at the 
momenlj Sir Harry threw the treacherous wi*u- 
pon from him with considerable force. It 
bounded under the bed, whence it was drawii, 
bloody aft it wtkS, in evidence against Metton, 
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In hopes of staunching the wound, Sir Hanry 
bound his neckcloth round his hand, but in 
.vain; and he relinquidied the wrapper, re^ 
solving, as men sometimes are f^t to do when 
there appears no remedy for an evil, to let it 
take its course; and accordingly bis right 
hand continued bleeding^ while with the left 
he continued dressing. 

. In his pain, and the agitation of his mind 
touching the gi*eater evil of detention, he has* 
tify, though with much difficulty, got his sur«> 
tout on, and, bleeding as he was, gathered up 
his damaged valise, and depositing a sovereiga 
on the table to Answer any demands the land* 
Jord might have to make upon him (of which 
coin no intelligence however had been received 
from any of the {mrties concerned), he pro^ 
ceeded (still bleeding copiously) down the 
stairs,, when finding a door leading into the 
inn^yard open, ^ he availed himself of the cir? 
cumstance to make his exit from the house, 
and, turning back and crossing the strc^ bad 
the delight of seeing the Phoenix with the hlvte^ 
and'White diagonal at her gafi^ according to 
promise, standing on and off. 

On the cliff stood the wounded cavalier, and 
waving his handkerchief as a signal ; he ha4 
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ihe still greater pldnsiire of beholding a boae^ 
^ich had been under the lee of the Phoeniit 
all the time, put off with four hands m hei*^ 
pulling towards the land. The deceptive dis* 
tanCe bf a vessel on the water, added to his 
mixiety for the trajet of the boat, made it 
s^m an age to him, before she neared the 
Jbeach, He then descended by a zigzag path, 
and remained in a state bordering upon mad- 
ness till past seven o'clock. At a distance, he 
saw one solitary man walking from him, and 
near the fishing-houses, two persons evidently 
employed in their ordinary avocations. While 
he remained in this perilous anxiety, the boat 
neared the shore, and the man whom he had 
seen at the distance had evidently turned, and 
was approaching him. This was Merton re- 
luming. Sir Harry concealed himself ih 4 
niche of the cliff, and looking back again to^ 
wards the path by which he had descended, 
saw three men advancing, evidently in pursuit 
of him. It was all clear, his nocturnal com«- 
panioh had risen thus early to secure the at^ 
tendance of the bailifl^, and not a moment waa 
to bfe lost. • The boat touched the beach, vrhen 
more of a ijurf than was agreeable v^as rolU/ij 



Digitized by 



Google 



131 MMfoir. 

lEu Lavington watched his oppoitunity } and 
at the moment when the distant dtmngdt Md 
t\m coming group were alike hid^ by eertiilli 
uhdulatiotn In the cliff and grpuki<i^ from th^ 
viiftw of the bcAt, he leaped into it, and threw 
himtelf at his length in the bottom of it ; the 
pullers gave way^ and having reaohed the 
Phanix in three (^turners of an hour, the gaU 
Iftnt cutter topped her boom and wds off. 

In the mean time the pursuerB had lo6t sight 
of JLavington^ Not having yet got view of 
Merton, and puttleii what to do when they saw 
« boat pulling from the shore, they turned off 
to the men who were at work neater the town 
to ask for tniformation, telling them the story ^ 
the supposed murder at the inn. By the aid 
of a glass, the men told the pursuers that they 
had disco^ened that the boat came ashore with 
feur pullers and returned with only four pullers. 
They were certain, therefore, that the mur- 
derer had not made his esci^, and attributed 
very judiciously the failure, perhaps, of a con^ 
certed scheme ibr his emfoaii^ation^ to the ap- 
peamnee of those very constables and others. 

^f And)" Slid one of the men who had the 
^liss in his handy ^^ that's the truth^ you m^y 
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dtepbnd dti't ^ for yoftdtr is the nmn lll^y ha' 
beeri trying id get abo&rd V 

The party looked by turns, and at length 
discovered, by the aid or the landlord ^ who 
identified him at thb distance^ the coftipaiiion 
of the [nan whoae bed was drenched in blood, 
iiful Vvhose body mas missing. -t 

Whfet more was wanting ? — the blood hftd 
been traced from the bed-room door to the 
steep edge of the cliff whence the munlerer 
hfid precipitated his tictim^ — it was the spot 
wheiiB Lavington had fii^t stood waving his 
handkejtihief. Fmm the beach beneath, Hea* 
ven only knew whither he bad dragged him ; 
but in the confusion of evidence^ aud the firm 
belief that one man of the two was actually 
dead, all the informants upon the occasion had 
in the fifat instance mistaken Laving ton for 
Merlon, none of thera having, in fact, caught a 
gUmpse of the latter till he was returning from 
bis lengthened solitary walk* 

Upon kim they pounced* The blue surtout 
-**the drab pantaloons — the boots — the figure 
w^re the same— *iraaginat ion supplied the rest ; 
and aa is, alas ! too oflen the case in mat^- 
ters of equal importance, they made up from 
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the circumstances, as th^ might liave hap* 
pened, a chain of eyidence to proye that they 
actually had. 

Layinglon -said, that yvhen on . board the. 
Phoenix, by the^aid of a bad glass, for though 
die Phoenix was taunt-masted, and had eight- 
and-twenty cloths in her main-sail, she did not 
shine in instruments for obseryation, he saw 
eyidently the seizure of an indiyidual, and 
pointed it out to Burridge as a most deciding 
proof of the goodness of his fortune in 
having escaped, perfectly conyinced that the 
person thus arrested had been mistaken for 
himself. 

Thus while the sailitig party w^e decayed, 
4300thed, and consoled, Mr. Henry M erton was 
tried and condemned for murder, upon eyideflce 
as clear and as circumstantial as eyer gentle* 
man in this world was hanged upon^ nor was 
it till, in his retreat in Holland, he read the ac^ 
count of the innocent culprit's apprehension 
and examination, that Sir Harry yms in the 
smallest degree aware of the interestii^ xtkox^ 
tier in which their names had, for a second time^ 
aiq[>eared together before theipubUc . He felt 
there was not a moment to be lost; apd bf 
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&lt, as he told the sheriff and magistrates, that 
he i^as bound by other ties than those of com- 
mon humanity to run every risk, to encounter 
every danger, to preserve from a shocking and 
ignominious death the man, to whose unhappi- 
ness he had already so materially contributed. 

" These," said Lavington, " were my r^l 
feelings the instant the London papers reached 
me ; and at all events I should have been here 
even had not that circumstance occurred ia 
the interval^ which renders my position ia 
society secure from the intrusion of such 
visitors as those whose attachments induced 
me to fly the country." 

" Might I ask," said the Glossin of the 
History, ^^ to what circumstance this new se* 
curity is owing?" 

^^ By the death of my uncle, who was an Irish 
Peer, and to whose title I succeed," said the 
Viscount Kilcrockery— for such was the real 
appellation of the late Sir Harry Lavington. 
^^ The Act of Union secures my pei'son, and 
my own principle will secure my creditors from 
any farther solicitude upon my account." 

When his Lordship— since such be was — had 
concluded his narrative, it was put into an 
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official shfep^, ftfid sworti tor. Htft feighfed the 
smt0tn6ht, Atkd t6ok tiis l6itve; ktdt the high 
fihwiff haVhrg deieftnitied drt foftv^rdhig the 
cag« io the Home Dep^^meht) t)et!eivftd a 
6ttt)ttg remotts(trd.nce on the putt of Hewy 
agah\^ hid &ithet detentbti* In tbid dilem-* 
ma the wavering Toiy hatdly kne^r What to 
do J but the most fbftunate accideftt released 
him flfom the dt^adful state of ftn^dety to 
ivhieh his Yiervoud dread of responribility had 
rediUJed him. The very miiiister to whom he 
tvas^o ahxtous tb refer the ease, wad actually 
on a flying vi&it to a nobleman in rtie county, 
to whom, sans cirimoniei h^ forthwith pro- 
ceeded, having Henry in his carriage, and the 
statement in his pocket. leaving made hid 
business known, the case was considered^ a¥Hi 
the minister in question having forwarded the 
paperd expredd to tiondon, his Majesty's fbee 
pardon arrived at the gaol, and in ledd than 
six-and'-thirty hours Henry wad once more kt 
liberty. 

It is Impodsible in writing, wl^tever it w^y 
be in reading, this narrative, not to reflect with 
horror upon the inevitable uncertainties of the 
criminal law. There id, perbapd, no cOi^ntry 
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where justice is more kniently, more equitably 
administered J than iti England s but when it 
isi recollected, that the facts I have hefe mil* 
rated are in substance UtatiUj/ true-^^ihti for 
obvious reasons I have suppressed some minor 
details, and in a trifling degree changed otheti, 
the responsibility of a judge becomes awful ! 

To discover and make provision against all 
the difficultifes of criminal jurisprudeneej appa^ 
rtrntly require talents and abilities more than 
human; and among the evils extant, even in 
our mild and salutary eode^ the fkct that an 
innocent man mai/ fee, and in many cases muH 
be, committed to a county gaol, and remain 
there for months in durance, before he can by 
due course of law be delivered, ranks in my 
mind with the foremost. The subject has been, 
perhaps is, under the consideration of out Gk>- 
vemment, and in the Home Circuit alreatty is 
the mischief in a certain degree, and to a cer- 
tain extent, remedied ; but it strikes me that 
hitheno it has not met with ihe attention it 
deserves* Were the pains and distress which 
necessarily accompany imprisonment confined 
to the object alone, it might be alleged that 
in all cases of committal sufficient evidence of 
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criminality is adduced, on tl^e score of general 
bad character, to lessen the regret felt for the 
person committed. But we should look to 
those innocent sufferers dependent upon tb« 
suspected prisoner. By his protracted ^b? 
sence from his shop^ his farm, his labour, or 
his trade, those who look up to him for support 
and sustenance are plunged into the greatest 
misery, and not unfrequently driven by want 
to swell the catalogue of criminal?, in which the 
name of their parent or protector has been in 
the first instance wrongfully inscribed. 
^ My poor hero, strange to say, so qualified 
by circumstances was his liberation, felt less 
ecstasy, less bounding joy at his release, thai> 
might have been expected. He enquired of 
the high sheriff whether Sir Harry Lavingtou 
had quitted Bury, and then learned the news 
not only of his departure, but of his elevation 
to the Peerage, 

No sooner had Merton reached the Angel 
Inn, than he proceeded to make arrangements 
for despatching a messenger to Wilmore at the 
Parsonage, having first ascertained that his 
protectress, Mrs. Harland, had been released 
from the short detention she suffered on llis 
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fltcountj and forwarded to lier a consolatory 
message, and an accompanying remembrance 
for her trouble. The person who carried 
this despatch to her, was the bearer of hU 
warm and friendly note to Mr, Wihiiorej to 
whom^ with as little egotism as might be ex* 
pected under the clrcumstancesj he expressed 
his mi aery at the impression which he feared 
his sister-in*1aw had taken from his abrupt 
appearance and unfortunate disclosure of the 
hidden fact of Kate's dishonour to her father^ 
imploring him to intercede with his wife to 
alter her opinion, and permit him to pay the 
last mark of respect to the remaiiis of her 
exemplary and departed father. 

AVhether Wilmore upon tlie receipt of this 
letter acted upon his own feelings^ oTj as is 
more probable, took counsel from Eliza, I can- 
not say* CeitaiTi it was, that she had received 
a blow from Merlon, from which she had de- 
clared she never could sufficiently recover to 
encounter him again; and I am quite sure, 
with such a preconceived dislike to the man, 
his offer of attending the remains of a con- 
nexion, of whom while living he never took 
the slightest notice, was likely to irritate ra^- 
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thef tbw aUay liny Wff^ feeliqg ^x^ling m 
k9f h<m>m. How %hi& w.^ I mn ui>rf>l^ ex^^rty 
to inferiamy r«u}er, but in reply t^ ^e qordid 
and anxious applicttson of Henry to be per^ 
nuttftd by every aet of attmuioa to heal the 
wouad he bad so uninl^nticmfilly indicted^ Aad 
maiJi \m reBf>e£i for tho decesused^ ha received 
a eohl QOtQ firom Mr. Wifaoprei ^«^ presented 
his complimcnie^ to Mr. Marlon, 9fid kk highly 
honoured by his letter just recfivedj A»4 neU 
th^r the i»eliineb^ cibr^ufiiet^oce^f m wbiob he 
wfts i^oed, nor the lieellb t>f Mr$. WjlBa«9iiev 
ftdmuted the ppssibUity of their pweiiing vir 
sitors of aiiy soft; aiid that ^th ns^iec^ to 
Mr. Merton's mtention of staying for Mrs. 
Etberington's fhiieraly it wm {ut>pQ9ed to eon- 
line the atjtendance strictly to the membeiB of 
his owo &mily, with the e^i^tion of the me- 
dical attendeiua, and two gen^omen wrho^ 
4^ou^ 9Ctt Q(Hiikexii9fia of his^ had ihiioiigh his 
f(e,st life unifiHnmly sheim him e^ery respect 
^AAd atteniiofi. 

This waa aa decided a ett^as^vcr was gifienv 
and would have caiised Heni^ no care whalr 
i&for^ had he not feh, triftiiig ba the affipnt (Bar 
affront it muat be ooBside^) litamlly M«i% im 
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itself, that he had brought it upon himself by 
haying iiidcly and unceremoniously intruded' 
upon a family with whom he had no preyious 
acquaintance, meroly to bring distress into its 
circle, and establish himself as a sort of bug* 
bear in the memory of all its members. 

To stay where h» was, w«s npw useless. 
Whither should he go I Had ctecumstances 
con^ired that way, an immediate excursion |o 
Paris would hare been undertaken ; in the 
present state cS bis aSufs this he could not 
compass; and, thorefhre, limiting himself for 
the present to % return to the metropolis, he 
left the scene of aU his later sorrows and 
celebrity, and reached the wdl-known door of 
^^eraa^'s |he f^lQw^^^^XDopn* 
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CHAPTER XVI. 



Love that is but slightly grmmcled. 

Separation soon may cure ; 
'Tis a. dream, on fancy founded. 

Wanting substance to endure ! 

True affection lasts the longer 
When its brightest hours are o'er; 

Parting griefs but bind it stronger, — 
Memory but endears it more. 

Dearest, then, the tender sorrow. 

Teaching passion to endure ; 
Which can strength from memory borro^r. 

Lores — ^yet nerer hopes a cure ! 



While all the affairs which I have recorded 
were going on in England, much was doing in 
which Henry was deeply interested, irv France. 
Numerous and powerful were the attacks made 
upon the wearied heart of Fanny, who, igno- 
rant as she was of the abandonment of the 
northern colonization^ and of her lover's last 
great danger, felt that the &ilure of his cause 
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against Sir Harry Lavington, interposed a most 
serious, and apparently insurmountable barrier 
between himself and her, and the fulfilment of 
their most anxious wishes. 

With her mind full of painfiil solicitude upon 
this very important point, harassed by the con- 
tinual inuendos and observations of her mother, 
galled by the daily sight of the depraved wo- 
man who had stolen her Harry in the first 
instance — (for Mrs. Merton was living in great 
splendour in Paris with her young Count)^ and 
tortured into a perfect sense of her ovm misery, 
by perpetually beholding the happiness of her 
bosom-friend Miss NeviHe, now Mrs. Wilson, 
who enjoyed in the society of hejc' *^^eorge," 
as she called btm, a life- of enviable felicity, my 
unhappy f^nny b^an to sink under the weight 
of her contending feelings. 

She began to reason upon her uncom- 
fortable, state, and therefore I am apprehen- 
sive her /oi?e began to cool: not that she 
could ever be induced to give up Henry 
for anoUier; but she began to think that it 
would be better to relinquish . all hope of a 
happy termination to thw loves, and abandon- 
ing the delusion upon which she had now so 

VOL. III. H 
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iii4e and $pri9aw» m Af, bad pix>fb»ae4^ khes 
Uit^P^i0n.t|[) d^ in tjb^ tot let^r. she wili^leito 
Merton after his marpfige*. 

l)9iil^ Afj$(H)ow$. Imd found in tbe siQivof her 
oWfri«ttd thQ.d^>^r.ted buttonrmaker^/wW sb© 
Q^mtocTBfic an ber nptipna ^erj^> thought, 
vpuld b^ aa^s^^Ueat itta^h. for Fanfiy. Hb 
if^kft wealthy, beyond c^ulaiion, goodrlooking^ 
^odgpod-naturod; aAdbjtthftdesQription^oChisk 
c^m^tec and di^i^itjon, as. gijexi by Mrs*. 
]y(Quld^ndsha|ik0 hia mother, c^v^ry: thin^ aj 
^ni^n could possibly dosir^e. in a hu9band» 

IVEany ^ith hftai^ ^ firm a^ Fanny's have 
yielded to a combinfition of adverse qircum? 
stances, such: a^ tbosQ ^^ch assailed h^ ati 
the present; momenta The incessant tmUtmgSi 
— 'tis a bad word, buti aU my r^ftd^^ mH 
undeiistf^nd it-rrthe innumerable Uttte rubs- 
which she was; doomed to endure, wb^n 
by, her manner and conduct sh^, eYJinc^. 
her di^ta^te, npt p^ly. for young Mquldand- 
sh^i^^s^^ but forany^ thing, in the ^9^ of a, 
lqye|rrr-the gaiety i^rpund her, while her boiurt; 
vw, ^cbin^^the continual ^rt to bui^tcis^' 
h^ sprrqw and dress her countenance in smiles^ . 
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were all weiiringl dawn her cibmtitiilioii): and^ 
ttying^ both, bto bealtb^ and temfiei^ None 
bat those: wHo have^uff^red the pang.of stmigr 
gliiYg|Wttht8lion^fbeliiig4i aeeiniag, happy: whiles' 
the heart isr bt^aking^, and forcing, thfespmu» 
into something like companionable gaiety^ • can 
duly<appre<^iate thepoior girl's situation. 

But wb«n, coloored aiooordingv td hisf md^ 
therms- fancy^ shb heard the news of- M^ton'ft' 
trial for moitler^ unAoCompanied'by theisequel* 
of Lavington's appearance aliv6^ it Wds'wtlh^ 
diffidultyishe supported herself : all deceit,: all' 
deception was. then in vain : her agitation wa$: 
terrible ; and; lefl as she was, in uncertainty a^- 
to the result of th^ afi&ir, the consequences 
of the shock wiBre soalarming^ that a violent 
fever, attacked her^ aiid for several days her life 
was in actual dang^* 

Henry had, during, this ^interval, , written- to 
Mrs. Merton, giving a succinct detdlLof all the 
c^rciHBetances; but this letter the careful mo- 
ther abstained from mentioning to her daug)biter, 
groundii^. her. concealment of the receipt of it 
upon an. order given by, the pJvysicianB that 
nothing of aA totaling nature^ should be com* 
municateduo their patient-^-^for the French 
H ^ 
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doctors saw, with a glance, that her disorder ' 
was one of t^ie heart, and knew that they could 
not ^^ minister to a mind diseased ;" they there- 
fore contented themselves with negative prac-: 
tice, and an injunction that nothing might be 
suffered to disturb her repose. 

When my reader understands that Henry 
felt it his duty, in making the communication 
in question, to mention the abandonment of 
the Melville Island establishment (the ill-sue* 
cess of his trial with Xiavington being already 
notorious), and the original smallness of his 
income being known to Mrs. Meadows, he will 
not, perhapd, be much astonished at her sup- 
pression of his letter, which was calculated to 
excite her daiighter's pity< — and pity, as every 
body knows, is "akin to love;" — but when I 
mention the following circums^nces, in addi- 
tion to those already noticed, he will in all 
probability feel no surprise at all. 

Upon Henry's return to London from Suffolk, ^ 
and enquiring at his banker's, he was gratified 
by hearing that the forged ten-pound note, 
which he was chkrged with issuing, had been 
traced to one of the political dinners at the inn 
at Lowestoffe, whose note having been acci^: 
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dentally exchanged by the landlord with 
Henry's, was actually despatched to pay. the 
bill at Yarmoath. From his banker's the 
youth proceeded to his lawyer's. Mr. Tem- 
pleman was not at home. He called the next 
day, and the next — still, not at home. After 
three or four ineffectual visits, the oak always 
sported, and not a clerk— not even a porter left 
at his office, (which was in chambers), Henry 
was a good deal annoyed, and was proceeding 
to make a violent noise at the oiiter door, to 
rouse the, perhaps, slumbering inhabitants, 
when a gentleman, whose chambers were on 
the same staircase, opposite to ' Mr. . Tem- 
pleman's, very kindly informed him ' ^* that his 
assault and battery upon the portal were 
useless, inasmuch as Mr. Terojdeman had left 
that." 

" Indeed, Sir ! — And pray," said Henry, 
** when do you think he will return ?'* 

^^ That I suspect nobody can presume to 
guess," replied the stranger. 

" Grone into the country I conclude ?" said 
Henry interrogatively. 

" Out of it, I rather think," answered the 
flranger. 

H 3 
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^' Qh^tmto iSpend a iew 4wdi8 in Fmnfie?*' 
«fiid Jjemy^ oA ithe monMnt QongmtuVsBliiitg 
^liinacllfy dint something lihe *biiflifiess iWOulUl 
-foem an.excuBe ^ a trip to Pavis. 

^ No-T4t lis generaUjr •llioiigbt h^ hofi itaken 
.aitrip to AmQrica*»rra,t ihast S9 tjbe Adver^iAe- 
'mentB say ?*' isaicj the /simngtc* 

^< AdvjpvtifiemeBts ! how id' ypu mfi»Qo ^ • " 
^dM^eton. 

^ You don-A koQw {ih^i)ia(Pi7 ^^ ^" 

"Iffotl." 

•^ I i)e^ jfpur pacdan,'' ^aid $he fSlranger ; 
^ peihapB^Quai» andi^^tl" 

^«Iam." 

^ llhat is atraoge, And inot ha^e beard of 
Mr. Tena^man's fU?aeondtng wthia IsLUg^ sum 
of Land Rutherford's money !" 

** He was Lord Rutherford's agent, and -. — -" 

<^^ I . s^e you fcnow «Qmeth«»g, .hut n9t all : 
the truth is, that he is off, Sir, ^iih tn«re than 
flisaty tthon^nd poudads, thiey say." 

^^ Has his Lordah^ taken ai^ et^ fbiwr ?"" 

^^ All lOf no use, JBir i he .is igone, and left 
many a roan to rue the dfty/' 

" TWs m aJJ wry fiurpiising, Sir,^ said 
Merton. *^ I am extremely obliged to you for 
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jbiir infbrcBstton. Xj^ood iBcamin)^ Ki^ i tkanl 
3fOu^ Sir." 

^^ Gtiod morning, Sh^ ycm are extrcbxely 
welcome^" said tite sti*an^ t ^^ pray tkm't 
mention it/' &c. &c. And ^ the affikir ^nded^ 
and Merton, whose benevolent heart wa^ fhll 
of sympathy and kindness, went roaming back 
to Stevens's across LinocdnVInn-Fields, look- 
ing up at the o)o«d% and marvelling at the 
deceptive appearances of mankind; pitying 
poor Mrs. Teti^lelxian) and wohdering what 
could have i^uced her unha{^ hUsband to 
commit such a nefiurious crime. 

Upon his arrival at his hotel^ he found a 
letter jRrom the tailori who <as I believe I before 
mentioned) was building a beautiftd cottage* 
om^ upon his paternal property, in reply to a 
demand which Henr^, being rather short of 
cash, had made upon him, for a quarterns rent, 
then due some tnon^, or so. The contents of 
the tailor's answer were as foUoVrs : — 

" Sir, 

" I received your letter of yesteiday> de- 
mandii^ payment of a quaher'f ifent for your 
Itod, which fiirpriscd me ^ry much ; as ivhta 

H 4 
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I concluded the purchase of the property with 
Mr. Templemaiij I paid up the aiTearof rent, 
which he ought to have mentioned to you, but 
which, in thehurry of his departure, I conclude 
he failed to do. I have, however,* bis receipt 
for the amount, 

And remain, 

Your obedient servant, 
James Gosling." 

^' Purchase ! — ^What purchase ?" — Henry was 
amazed, thunderstruck ; nor could he clearly 
understand the business in its true acceptation, 
until Mr. Gosling's attorney was kind enough 
to make it evident to him, and explain, that 
Mr. Templeman having got Henry, for fear of 
accidents, to assign his property over to Aim, 
previously to the trial, had during his diflB- 
culties and confinement, and previously tp his 
own escape from England, sold to Mr. Gosling 
— the tenant who was most eager to purchase 
it — that snug and compact little freehold, with 
the proceeds of which Henry ultimately meant 
to pay oflF his debt to. the money-lender, which 
debt; though a'trifle in itself, was enough to 
ruiii him, and stared him in the face night and 
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day, like a hideous and gigantic vision, threat- 
ening in due time to overwhelm him. 

This was, indeed, a eevere blow^ and so 
unexpected too. Whether the first suggestion 
which Templeman made, of assigning the 
property, formed part of a plan to get the 
estate into his own hands, or whether, having 
the assignment, it was too great a temptation 
to be resisted, in the hour of flight and 
embarrassment, Henry could not determine. 
Whatever might have been the cause, the 
effect was, alas! too visible; and all that 
Henry was possessed of, when he went into gaol, 
he had lost during his residence within its 
Walls. 

^ This last remnant of his property gone*— 
himself heart-broken and wretched, was it 
astonishing that Mrs. Meadows should have 
abstained from communicating the detail of 
his misfortunes to her daughter ? I thmk not : 
however, justice must be done to all parties. 
She took the earliest opportunity, consistent 
with the safety of her child, to announce her 
lover's acquittal from the dreadful charge which 
had been made against him, and thus lightened 
poor Fanny's heart of a heavy load. 
H 5 
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and vexations #^ w«fi 4ocwe4 t9 \m0W9 Y^ry 
slipf tly^ the i^^al Bm» of hui fi^fuic^ ^d the 
4einplili0B of Ihpsp hopes which tbey on<^ I^f^ 
9Q fon^y eBtf^rtaioed m^r pqrwua a^c) p^^inful 
<^l^ufq6tai>ce9» Mrs. Me|rj(on*rrrt)^e ob^tf^;le to 
tbftir unipPi of all o^p^ %h^ lo^psf. seriQu$^TPrui 
the ptdst c^ h«r l^^r^^Bf^ ^n.4 mipri|[iciple4 
gurser, b(^4 f^pmnHHed the crirn^ w}uch h^ 
wr^jtiQh^id hu9bi^4 h^A ^ r^^ntly ttnd ap nar<« 
PQwly eseoped* Del^jctitd «t ¥feBQ^Uj whl^ihpr 
ab^ had gnHia with young df^vingstgkq, in, 
(;hf»tiog at rott^^^^aoir^ sb^ uio« ^^(pi41^4 the 
9olo« without »ay Q^remonyf Thfi Co¥»t <Ut 
his honour implicated, and threatened to abfi,fVT 
doi^ her |p her fi^te. Hpr high «pin$ ooul4 not 
l^ropK the ^8lopy^ry of her nji^eaii^deflis, tad In 
lh§ ipon^Jig, ^xious to a^ye h^rfelf the mor*^ 
^$c||^ipa a£ \>en\g disourded) she fled firoip the 
]p<^{^)gf^ yf\\ch th^ Count a^d she occupied in 
^ ^^^p d^ 1^ l^^yfy ^n4 when he arose, he 
^few4i ilWtea4 Pf his #fni^i^ ench^U^e^ wait- 
ifig tp i^eiite hipji at hreakfftst^ this note i^^ 

^' It 19 ifi mn to seek, or enqi^re after 
me. The qi^y favour I condescend to ask^ is. 
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that firom tbis nioifii&til jm Itlll fbf§§i me. 
Wh«rt thill reach^tf you^ nil Will be over ^th 
me. Leave Paris — ^you may else be involved itt 
some diffieatcy oti my atcdtiiit.-^Adiea. 

( For thus the signed herself.) 

A^totfistitttent afid dimiiay sri^dd the Count, 
for thimgh he had folminat^ his determination 
to ntfit&draw hii protection fh>m h^r, before the 
oomptuyy^ at Vte^^iif he ^as tob mu^h hef cap- 
tiv*r to do any sueh thing iii reality. He raved, 
and swore aftd stotmed, like a madman ; ftew 
first to the t^oli^, tbenf to the MtYgE^ Ambtes-* 
sadofS;^ thefn skirted tlie tavrw in hope's of 
meetiiig htr ; o^thauAe^ all tht bo6ks of the 
diligenfietes m tlhe M^^ssagerlto Royadledi seat 
Amb bfidf-a-do^eM ^maiiui&B iit as^ ti^^nf dijHftc-' 
tiong: but all in va/ki— «o flew^ cbiiM he 
pocumt of (he fkir fugitive, unCU scto^ fomr ot 
five dttys ilft^r, vrheiT, on the bsliiks of fire 
Seiney bettrwen Pittritf and St; Ckm(^ in an 
unfrequeAcedr spot,, were fotfnd Ihe bonnet and 
shawl of the unhappy woiiMMf. Td the former 
was: pinned a note^ wvifted in pencil^ part of 
wl»eh l»d been obUtlarated by the' (fevir^^ or 
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rains, apparently expressive of the writer's for- 
giveness of her enemies, signed with the letters 
K. E. 

Upon the receipt of this intelligence, Count 
Lieavingstake departed from Paris, bearing with 
him chivalrously, as a relic, the shawl of his 
beloved Kate : this sacred memento he kissed a 
thousand times, reproaching himself at least 
ten times as often, for having, by his indiscreet 
exposure of her, at the gambling-table, driven 
her to the commission of that dreadful act, by 
which she had destroyed herself here and here- 
after, and moreover and above all had deprived 
him of the pleasure of her agreeable society. 

Far different was the effect produced upon 
Fanny : once again did she behold a gleam of 
light breaking in upon her— a new hope dawned. 
Her mother, apprehending no danger from 
Merton in his present situation, and certainly 
not anticipating the sadden removal ii^om this 
transitory life of his lady, had not communi- 
cated the whole of his letter to her daughter. 
AH Fanny's hopes were not quite extinguished, 
and when this circumstance took place, they 
were, as I have just said, re-kindled to a cer- 
tain extent. At all events, she calculated upon 
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seeing Heiiry at this juncture; for, aince any 
shew of grief for the very equivocal losa he had 
just sustained would be little better tlmn hy- 
pocrisy, she saw nothing which could rea* 
sonably interfere with his itmnedialely visiting 
them in Paris, 

Little did the unfortunate girl imagine what 
was transacting in London, at this j:>eriod : 
little did she picture to herself the real situa- 
tion of her beloved Merton. He could not go 
to her; no, not if she had called on him even 
in the voice of distress. He might hear — he 
might pity — he might weep— he might die; 
but no power of his own could remove him 
from the third floor of the King's Bench Pri- 
son, in a small room of which he had been^ 
some days previous to his wife's death, securely 
lodged by several of that lady's creditoni, who^ 
hearing from the tailor in the country that 
Henry was selling off, thought they might as 
well lay hold of him, while he yet had some-, 
tiling left, wherewith to satisfy their demands, 
upon his eccentric lady^ which, conjointly, be 
it understood, amounted to some seven or eight 
thousand pounds* , 

Henry of courie could do nothing under his j 

, ,1 
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circtiitwtimods^ but go to ptlsori* Atiy eWww 
delays which the kw mi^t^ during t&d knf^ 
Tftoation^ have affl)td«d him^ weire btst dekys ; 
and he resolved at dflce to subfflit to the Con-' 
fliMmeiit, whence he wae advised to relcfaie hin^ 
self in due time, under that betie^oletlt Act 
(wiuch^ like all other coxettent mettsures^ is so 
Uable to aba6e)y for the relief of Insotveni De^ 
tors* ' Richer, greater^ be<etey men, pcithaps^ than 
he, had subiyiitted to the bleaching operaliort of 
thelaw, aiMl he accordingly garre the accus- 
tomed notice to that effect. It Was that docu- 
ment, printed and pnbhshed in the London Ga*- 
mUM (which Mrs. Mooldandshanks borrowed 
regukfly from a Comim& attached to the Bm-' 
bassy), whiA first gav«^ to his devoted Fano^ 
the intellig«HSCe of his incarceration. Wbeft 
she saw, withem ufydenptondlng the meanings 
of the adirercisemenY, she doubted whether stei 
should 'communicate it to her mother ; but these^ 
very doiribts betrayed her. An inrokmtary ex- 
damation escaped her ; and 9fhie» Msb. M<ea« 
dows hastily snatohed the Oaaette fihon bev 
daughter^ hand, to ascemUn the canse of hef 
agitation, a tear, just dropped mpon fhepttper, 
poHited out tfaie dreadful annunciation, which 
had excited her tenrorand her grief. 
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I^pw wf^ the p]^a3wrfi of her wqe cooqikte: 

&^Q^ pf jthe (QirQU9i9ti^«fyEHHao fi?u»i8e»iior 
tb^pg u> palU^te or spoth^* Morton was in 
gapl for i^bl, iq ^ w^k or twp after hnymg 
h^n rd^H^^ from gapl upon » ch«a^ pf ^iqr- 
dev I »ii4f wwh i« tb0 Q^tur^ frf mwr--«iid wo- 
nmsi iQo^th^ th« iwry aoei49»4ioii pf orim^ 
withQ!(it th^ dighios^ {NTppf of if, rests upon lh« 
mind) wnd 14 0¥Qr aftar as^peiated with t^ naiM 
of the party ^acna^y m eriwe itself. 

*^ That's a plei^swt thing, ind^edi wy love," 
said Mrs. Meadows. ^^ Now I suppose ypu se^ 
bow fpoluih all Hasty atu^chments are ; and how 
appsf^r^nc;^ ms^y de^^eive. Suppose j/oy had 
^U^% (oarried this naaia ioste^d of Miss E^hei- 
ringi<mnr— " 

^^ Thie qey^r would have happep^ to hi?),*' 
l^id Faauy- ^^ Had he possessed a woman 
whp refiUy Iqved him, and whqni he reidly Ip^F^ 
who WQuld b^ye made his hpm^ b<^py> a^d 
b^ye b^pt hioa wi^un the rituge pf hifii owa do 
mestic comforts^ he neye r i - m" 

" Steffi ipy dea»r Fapny-r-roon^^nse, <ibild ! — 
Do you imagioathat you, 9, poor Uttlo simple 
iinwoil^ly Ibtody^ cpidd hfii^^ gSsm % tone V>the 
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character of a roan like Merton ? No, no ; you 
cannot be so vain as to fancy that : and cer- 
tainly, when we look back, firlit to the elope- 
tnent, which I never can forgive — then to his 

conduct with that what did he call her? — 

Mrs. Burke, in the Park; then the tipsy story, 
which I found out by accident^ — then his neglect 
of you, and marrying . Miss Etherington, and 
then his still more shameful neglect of her, what 
can one think ? All these actions mark his 
disposition ; and if these do not, his abandon- 
ing his wife in the honey-moon, and conning 
down to us, was " 

" My dear mother," interrupted Fanny, 
" you did not certainly feel the violent impro- 
priety of his visit to Southampton ; for I never 
saw you so warm or cordial to him since we 
have known him, as you were then, although 
even I, with all my affection for him, felt but 
too forcibly how inconsiderate his conduct was, 
and how severely I should be censured by per- 
sons of high principle, for suffering his presence, 
under the circumstances of his marriage," 

^' I tell you, child," said the animated mo- 
ther, ** I like the man— -extremely." 
' " And yet you blame me for liking him ex- 
tremely," said Fanny. 
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^^ I don't blame you for liking an agreeable 
person; but I blame you for persisting in the 
nourishment of a passion, the hopes of which 
never can be realized." 

" For mercy's sake, let us change the sub- 
ject," said the poor girl : "he is wretched 
enough now, and so am I ; and talking, I aln 
afraid, will neither alter my feelings, nor his 
circumstances. However, my dearest mother^ 
I am not deaf to reason ; I am not blind to 
conviction. At present, any discussion of the 
subject is needless —useless : promise never to 
force me into the considemtion of any other 
topic of a similar nature, and I " 

Here a rap at the doors of the salon an- 
nounced the arrival of Toiii Mouldandshanks, 
who had thus inopportunely arrived, to escort 
the ladies to the Luxembourg. 

" There, there, dry your eyes, Fanny," said 
her mother: "you look so hideous when you 
liave been crying ; and pray, now, let me have 
no gloom — no nonsense. 

Poor Fanny ! with her heart throbbing, and 
her head aching, was forced to accept the arm 
of her new and ardent admirer, whose unmov- 
ing assiduities became doubly disagreeable. 
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from the inaptilu^ ^f the Ume ^t 'wbidti 'he 
had ichofieiv^ offer ihee^. 

But what were pdor Heiiiy'« feelmga, wlie«, 
in a letter which Wilsoft wroate -to Wm, at the 
scdidtatton of bis wife, specially raoyed tiiefe- 
«Bto .by her friend Abss Fmadss Meadows, 
be feoeived the intelligence of the debth of 
Kate. He^ who saw the •extent of his difficul- 
ties*— who knew how they Jiad ^cciEiBittlated, and 
moreorer, vgaw the certainty of e^ctriscatidn from 
them — fiaw aow no obsdade to his tnarriage* 
His wife was actually dead ; and if be could 
but throw himself at Fanny's feet^ plead with 
her mother the ten thousand suffering^ he had 
undergone ; the sincerity of his fedingo, his 
devotion, his readiness to ado|K every honour- 
able mode of increasing bis m^ans, be antici'- 
pated perfect success. But tbie anticipation 
presented itself to his sang&ine mind at a mo- 
m&Ekt when he could not possibly approach 
the o^ect of his afiectidns ; and wheny as he 
found she was exposed to ibe assidutti^ of 
a rival, bis absence might be attended with 
effects of more than negative eviU 

It WHS at ibis poiot of bis history^ that Henry 
tJ^H with tbe moeft unexpected and ukysterioua 
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aid. Keduoed lilemlly to hk lust tshilliag, 
and that procured only by tbe eacriBce of 
gome uBele^ ornaments^ he was surprised at 
receiving a bank note of fifty pounds^ in an 
envelope, a^oocnpamed by theie extraordinary 
words : 

" Take tlie enclosed — use it during your 
confinement. When it is gone, another shall 
succeed it, if the shghtest hint on the subject; 
addressed to A, B, appears in the Courier news- 
paper. Much more is your due than the writer 
of this can ever furnish you with — maintain 
your spirits; but keep this com mutiicatton se- 
cret- ^ Le bon iemps vieRdia/"^ 

Le bon temps visndrti ! — how often did Henry 
repeat these words — a thousand times more 
valuable in themselves than the ^pply of 
money which he had received. The whole 
tenor of the note was eriraordinary — he liad 
a right to more than his correspondent could 
furnish him with. Tliat he had a riglit to any 
thing, was pleasing intelligence to a man in hi a 
circumstances* Might he not announce this 
new vision to the Meadow8es ? — No ; be was 
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bound to secrecy. It appeared a condition of 
the loan, or gift, or vrhatever it migbt be con- 
sidered. He was puzzled — but ' there was a 
dawn of light ; and so buoyant wei^ his spirits, 
so animated his hopes, that. when he went to 
bed, after an hour or two of splendid castle- 
building, he fell into a more profound slumber 
than he had enjoyed since his residence in' this 
strong hold of the law. . 

Had Henry *s mind been more at ease than 
It was, before he receiyed this most season- 
able supply, the scene and characters around 
him would have afforded him much matter for 
amusing speculation. When he looked from 
his window, he saw amongst the crowd in 
the area of the prison, faces which he had 
seen in the pit at the opera, a few weeks 
before ; and actually detected one man, who 
had taken an affectionate leave of him, previous 
to his departure for the West Indies, where he 
had said his property was in great confusion, 
and required his personal attention, in the &ct 
of knocking the balls about, equipped • in a 
flannel jacket, evidently an ad^ in - the 
game of fives, and by no means a re^cent 
^^ arrival." 
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I seldom stop to moralize — my readers must, 
always draw their owir conclusions ; I merely 
go on with my narrative i but if I ever did in- 
dulge in a reflection or two, the sight of this 
place would mightily provoke me- That losses 
in trade, inevitable misfortunes, carelessness, 
inattention, or decided folly, tend greatly to 
increase the number of its inhabitants^ no just 
observer of human lite can deny ; but when I 
see the innumerable candidates for the honour 
of a residence within its walls or neighbour- 
hood, who throng our streets, and systemati- 
cally involve themselves in debt, and difficulty, 
without a chance of redemption, I lift up my 
eyes and marvel ! 

The man who wantonly and wilfully runs in 
debtj must do so, with his eyes open to one of 
two things — his own ruin and distress, or the 
ruin and distress of the confiding tradesman 
who gives him credits The wretched nenrous- 
ness of a life of pecuniary embarrassment 
more than outweighs the unfair enjoyment of 
unjustifiable luxuries. Would an alderman r^ 
lish hia turtle, if he were forced to eat it sitting 
on the tight rope ? — Answer me that question^ 
and I will explain to you the sort of splendid 
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misery which that man enjoys^ whospendidou- 
^ ble hid income, and is indebted to his goklMHth, 

liis tailor, ond-his coachnraker^ notfbr his'di^be^ 
hid clothes, and' his^carriages, onljr^ but evett&r 
the privilege of using them at liberty. 

The Spartans mad^ their Hd6t& dtucik, they' 
say, to disgust their childfen. £iiglilA^ feth^rs 
in these d&ys of refinement, mighty upon^ the 
same principle, shew their sons* the interiorof' 
the King's B^ncfa prison^ 

Btit somewhat too much of this. I« shonld 
observe, that the tid^, which bad^ often 
ebbed' unnaturally with poor Henrys seemed' 
considerably affected by a sudden reSttx'^ 
just at this period; for Wilton, vAio- 
i^rote, as I before said, to my hero, had 
chanced, upon a trifling arrangement' of a 
tavern dinner-bill, or some such^ matter, many- 
months before, to be Henry's debtor to the 
amount of six or seven guineas. Avixious to pay 
his debt, but more anxious not to appear to do 
it at this moment^ when Merton^s pecuniary^ 
difficulties had been made apparent^ b» desired 
bis homme d'qffdires in London to purchase a« 
whole ticket in the then approaching lottery^ aiMl» 
enclose one half to my heroy and the^ ocfaenbatf^ 
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to hhBsdf in Pikm^ By. tbift little ruse ke 
tjhougbthc' might with* delieacy^gii^ Heiug^.itt 
Uttu of biB.debt, that, 'which in^isidiiiwiiktc&ble 
VAlue was worth more* than its^ amount^ aik| 
whioh| i€ he were not too 8ul^ek>iiSL of his 
hick^ be m\^t& keep untiL Ume and forame 
should hopie decided' upon its erentaal worth. 

This little cadeau Ifeniy reoeiired as it, was 
ni^ant; and kmiwing by the provisioiia of the. 
act under which- bis liberation wae to be 
effiKJted, that thiS) property, like all other pvo*^ 
perty he might possess in the worid^ iii^uld' 
belong to his, creditors, he inserted it in hts^ 
schedule, and adcnowiedging Wilson's hmd- 
ness, prayed fervently that it might turn out a 
prise of sufficient value to di^aige his debts, 
or rath^ those of his wife, in full. Having 
recounted all this histoiy to his dear liiady, 
Mr* George Wilson presented her with the 
other half of our hero's ticket, and received 
such an acknowledgment for this little act of 
galantericy as I am led from extremely good au- 
thority to believe young and tender brides are 
apt to bestow upon devoted and attentive 
husbands. 

With respect to poor Henry, although certes 
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some few glimmerings of suushine have broken 
across the darkness of his fiite, still we must 
not be too sanguine. The main and really im- 
portant incident which had occurred to him, 
was ' the receipt of the mysterious anonymous 
letter ; this, connecting itself as it certainly 
did, with the hints of his late father, as to some- 
thing strange and hidden in his histoiy, and 
also with the rescources which he ought to 
enjoy, became a most interesting document; 
and when Henry reflected upon the constant 
exposure of his beloved, to the assiduities of 
Mr* Mouldandshanks, and the gaieties of the 
French capital, calculated as they are to en- 
liven and unsentimentalize the mind^ he still re- 
curred to the letter, asthe great object of future 
hope and latent promise. His wife was gone ; 
and though he was suffering in his person for 
her follies and vices, he still anticipated future 
happiness, and confidently repeated with his 
nameless correspondent — 

<* LE BON TEMPS VIENBRA l" 
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CHAPTER XVII. 



" Cease your dunning, 
SergeiMit Running- 
Ton sliall settle all my debts." 



While things wore this aspect, little could 
be expected to arise of importance to Henry, 
-provided his Fanny remained true; but, to be 
candid, there was a difficulty here; for, as I 
have before hinted, the annoyances she suffered, 
and the worries she had to contend with, bore 
her spirits down, and made her unlike her for- 
mer self: but more of this hereafter. 

The period, however, arrived, when Henry 
was to appear before the Insolvent Debtors' 
Court, to emancipate himself from prison; and 
never, certainly, did man excite more pity, or 
less remark, than he. He went from the bar, 

TOL. III. 1 
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as the chief commissioner said, uncontami- 
nated and untainted ; and found himself once 
more at liberty in the streets of London, with- 
out five shillings in the world, and with no re« 
source but his mysterious friend A. B. — not in 
the New Road, but in the Courier, to whom he 
felt no disposition to apply. 

Of course, Paris was the place to which he 
longed to betake himself: and, assuredly, he 
would most speedily have deposited himself in 
one of thje diligences,, which start from Picca- 
dilly, and convey their unhappy inmates to the 
French metropolis in two or three days, at an 
^asy expence, had he not read, with mingled 
wonder and delight, the following advertisement 
va the newspapers : 

^^ If the Son and Heir of the late Jame* 

r 

Merton, of Alford Cottage, in the County ef 
S.urrey, Esq. will.apfdy to Messrs. Hammom)* 
and Daly, Lincoln VInn New-square, matters 
will be communicated to him of the greattot 
importauce/* 

How Henry^s eyes tparlded at these words; 
Iiow they ^ddened bis heart ! Here it 
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here was the explanation of all the mystery 
about his father*s will — ^herewasthe denouement 
of all hjB difficulties. He had anticipated a 
change of foitune, by the improving com- 
plexion of his minor affairs; and elated, iind 
almost happy, he bounded down to Messrs. 
Hammond and Daly, where he discovered at 
once, to his delight and astonishment, that Lord 
Mildenhall, just deceased, had bequeathed hind 
all the unentailed property of which he ifsM 
possessed, amounting certainly to seven thouJ 
tand pounds per annum, but in all probability 
to more than ten. 

What the motive to an action so very extra- 
ordinary could have been, Henry in vain laboUir- 
ed to understand. The solicitors were equally 
in the dark ; they stated the fact, shewed him a 
copy of the will, and assuredly he, of atl piersont 
in the world, would be the last to doubt the cor- 
rectness which they were so desirous to prove. 
As for Henry personally, he had never seen 
Lord Mildenhall, never had known him, nerer 
heard him spoken of; and certainly would not 
have been more surprised to find himself the 
executor of Napoleon Buonaparte, than the 
Ikvoured legatee of his late Lordship^ 
I S 
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So it was ; and such a transition neyer sure 
did mortal man experience ! No sooner did he 
hint to Messrs. Hammond and Daly, that he 
should wish immediately to start for Paris, but 
that his funds were inadequate to the charges 
of such an expedition, than they instantly vo- 
lunteered being his bankers: any sum he might 
require, any accommodation they could afford, 
were at his command. Should they do this^ 
should they manage thai ? — They were on the 
qui vice to oblige their anticipated client ; and 
Henry having mentioned the elopement of his 
late attorney, Mr. Hammond affected hardly to 
know him ; treated his memory without respect, 
and obtained my hero's business, by his well- 
timed liberality, for which I, who know the 
world, knew of course he meant to repay him- 
self and partner hereafter. 

In three days, a thumping brown japanned 
.in box was hoisted up to a shelf in the office, 
painted whereon in white letters, nearly as long 
as Mrs. Burton Danvers's name on her opera 
box-door, appeared Henry Mbrton, Esq. 
all capitals, and three smaller brown japanned 
boxes bearing sundry inscriptions, such as 
" H. M. Ba^lesford Estate"—" H. M. , Esq. 
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Grand Trunk Sharesj Regent's Canal, Copper- 
Minea/' and '« H- M, , Esq. Slaughford-*In« 
surance Co- &c," — all of which blazed away in 
the eyes of the newly enriched hero, witli a 
beauty and splendour quite captivathig and 
intOKicating. 

Henry left London for Paris in two days. 
How ? m a diligence, with three fat womeHj 
two sick children^ a pug-dog, and a parrot? 
in a hack-chaise^ jinghng and rattling, in the 
veiy last stage of tenacity ? No: in a tmvelling 
carriage of his own — two servants behind, four 
horses before ; the new establi&hment all enve- 
loped in tlie deepest mourning, himself hat- 
banded up to the crown, looking as happy in 
the emblems of sadnesa, ikB an old man's young 
widow with a jointer of ten thousand a-year* 

Here, then, was my poor hero — all his luck 
turned ; grief into joy, sorrow into happiness: all 
was life, and light, and liberty. Fanny was hk 
own ; joy, comfort, domestic bliss, rational 
pleasure, perfect competence, every thing in 
short he could desire was within his reach^ and 
lie bore with gmtitude, if not with philosophy, 
the wonderful change in his aSkirs, the eSecti 
i3 
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of whicli M^ere not more marvellous^ in his own 
eyes,^ t\\^.Jl the cause. 

,Thesuiprise, the astonishment, the joy and 
confusion which my hero's appearance made 
in the Rue de la Paix« may be better imagined 
than expressed. He had taken on his carriage 
f^om Qal^is, add despatched one of his ser* 
yants as an amf^t cornier. Xo secure horses .: this 
man was the blearer of a letter to Wilson, and 
reached, the French metropolis some hours be- 
fore his roaster. The letter, the intelligence 
ijt Contained, completely overcame poor dear 
Fanny, and sent her to bed in hysterics, leaving 
Mr. Tom Mouldandshanks considerably, below 
par, in a iite-d-tile with her amiable mother. 

In a short time arrived the hero of my tale. 
I need not say how he was rieceived by Mrs. 
Mea^ow^. He was always charming, and never 
wanted any thing, except five or six thousand 
a-year, tofwake him the Very paragon of perfec- 
tion. Here he was, adort^ed with all the advan* 
tages wealth could give him, and mirqbile dittuy 
into his open and extended arms did the over* 
joyed mother throw her beautiful, bewitching, 
and hfilf-fainting child. 

This was pleasure-fthis was ecstasy: here 
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were the griefs of years i^paid!: One such mo- 
ment is worth an empire ! When the raptures of 
thepnncipal performers had somewhat subsided, 
the cares and kindnesses of the Wilsons came 
in^ so sweetly and soothingly, that an obliyion 
to all past sorrows was moved and adopted, 
and the deepest mourning immediately ordered 
for Mrs and Miss Meadows^ who felt such 
a step quite correct » in order to shew their re- 
spect for the memory of my Lord Mildenhall, 
the founder of their fbrtunesj and moreover to 
evince to the world that some soil of connexion 
existed between the daughter of ihe deceased 
riband-merchant in Cheapside and a Temporal 
Peer of the United Kingdom, 

Henry having thus triumphantly established 
himself, proposed returning to England— a mea- 
sure in which his intended mother-in-law most 
cordially joined: her pledges to the Mould- 
andshanks had gone so far, with respect to 
Fanny, that she felt the sootier she was away 
from them the better. The Wilsons had got 
tired of the racket of Paris, and longed for a 
little domestic quiet^ and accordingly it wai 
Agreed that they should all start for Dieppe, 
i4 



Digitized by 



Google 



176 MERTOK. 

and so proceed to London, via Brighton, instead 
of going by Calais and Dover; thus affording 
Mrs. Wilson an opportunity of seeing part of 
Normandy on one side of the water, and her 
own &mily on the other, without putting them- 
selves in the least out of the way. 

"Aren't you grown taller, my dear Henry, 
since we parted?" said Mrs. Meadows, looking 
at Merton through the glass. 

" Not that I am aware of," said Henry. 
" Your figure is vastly improved— how much 
clearer and more healthy you look than you 
did!" said the flattering mother-in-law. 

" My health has been pretty good consider- 
ing," said Merton. 

" Fanny, my life," continued the exemplary 
parent, " what has he done to his teeth ? how 
much whiter they look than they did!" 

^* I see no difference," said Fanny, artlessly, 
or, perhaps, mischievously. She was as well 
aware then, as I am now, that the improvement in 
his figure, the freshness of his complexion, and 
the beauty of his teeth, had their origin neither 
in health, nor time, climate, nor constitution, 
but in the increased seven or eight thousand 
pounds per annum, which, like varnish on a 
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picture, had brought out all the perfections of 
Mr. Henry Merton to. his mother-in-law'd scru- 
tinizing eye. 

Henry staid in Paris just long enough to 
traverse the Tuileries, the magnificent Ltouvre, 
the public gardens, and public buildings ; and 
in three days after his arrival, the joyous party 
set off on their return to England highly de- 
lighted, some with their sejour in Fran<^, 
others with the prospect before them at home, 
but all feeling, from whatever source, it. might 
arise, happiness, pure, undisturbed and un« 
qualified. 

To describe the journey, or the passage, 
would be to imply an ignorance on the. part of 
my readers with which I should fear to, charge 
them. Everybody now knows his Paris and 
Prance generally, as well as he does his alpha- 
bet and his multiplication- table ; therefore, 
suffice it to say, that in a fine August after- 
noon the happy party landed at Brighton 
under a heavy fire of telescopes, spy-glasses, 
and eye-glasses, which lined the cliffs and win- 
dows thereunto adjacent, and were occupied 
with the eyes of that class of persons whose 
tastes take them in the summer to a place 
i5 
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-Where there is neither ^hade nor country, and 
which is an admirable retreat in. the winter, not 
only because it is warmer than London, but be* 
eause, from the total absence of trees, one is 
never annoyed in it by the fkll of the leaf. The 
iplehdid combination of salt-water and sunshine 
wilt make any place gay in the coldest weathfer; 
afkl to these reasons, and one moire important 
»tiH, may be attributed the popularity of the 
nearest watering-plaee to the Metropolis in that 
deasioh, \vhen London presents nothing but an 
atil^osphere of the colour and consistency of 
pea-soup, oceans of mud, and clouds of smoke. . 
No time was lost in finding the residence 
of Mrs. Melville, who received the party with 
the greatest warmth and cordiality. Every 
accommodation was afforded them which her 
liouse contained; beds at the N^w Steyne 
were engaged, a late dinner ordered : harrtony, 
joy, and domestic comfort, were the order of 
the day, and Heniy for once, and at last, found 
himself truly happy. . ^ 

• Wonders, however, like evils, seldom come 
alone; and a circumstance had occurredthat 
morning, extraordinai-y and surprising in every 
point of view. My readers have not, I con- 
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dude^ forgotten that poor Mary Grabani, the 
victim of John Felton of Haversfield, junior. 
Esq, had taken up her residence with the Ne- 
villes, Her delight at seeing the Meadowses 
was great, but tlieir surprise was fully as great 
as her pleasure, when they heard that old Mr- 
Felion was deadj and had bequeathed her fif- 
teen thousand pounds t 

This intelligence it seems was* conveyed to 
her, with a checque for the money, by the 
young attorney at Haversfield, whose afftfCiioti 
for Miss Gmhain in earlier life 1 have already 
noticed^ It was evident that be had had a very 
princi^ial share in the contrivance of the legacy, 
and that he hoped by carrying the news and iha 
money himself to Mary to reap the fiuiti of hig 
activity and influence* He wa§ sincerely at- 
tached to the girl^ and in all probability, had 
she not formed the romantic atiachnjent which 
was her ruin, she would long ago have been his 
wife. Why, then, will it be asked, did she now 
accept the legacy and reject the lawyer? He 
was a well-looking, and (except in ^* his voca- 
tion,") an honest, honourable young man; he 
had, as ihe saying goes, ^^ feathered his nest;** 
besides which, he had some more wealthy 
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clients in the countryj whose wills he expecteil 
to make : he hail all these prospects — a busi- 
ness worth seven or eight hutidred pounds per 
annum — a pretty house, and moreover kept his- 
horse and chaise, " What hidden cause^ yet 
nnexploredj" could, I say, have induced Miss 
Mary Graham lo reject his offer? Guess^ 
reader^ guess till you are tired, and you will, in 
ail probability, never hit the real reason of her 
mfusal. It must be told ; and as it is creditable 
lo both parties, I see no harm in telling it now 
^her heart and hand were not her own to give. 
The evening before the arrival of the man and 
his money^ she had accepted an offer of mar- 
riage from Major Rushbrook, the discarded 
lover of Fanny Meadows. 

Mark this fact, and remember hereafter what 
a forcible illusiratlon it is of my proverb. It 
is true, the same unsophisticated innocence 
^hich kept her silent when her admission into 
Mrs, Neville's family was under discussion, 
sealed her lips when the Major threw himself 
at her feet and confessed himself her willing 
slave for life. Never was man more perfectly 
happy than the Major, when the consenting 
iigh of the blushing girl announced lier reci* 
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procity of feeling; so that, adding this couple 
to the rest of the assembled party on the Ma- 
rine Parade, perhaps we may say so much joy 
never was divided amongst the same number of 
persons before, perhaps never since. 

But of all joy, who felt such joy as Henry ? 
His was, indeed, rapture. It seemed as if 
all his woes were to be recompensed to him 
at once : all difficulties were now smoothed-— 
all perplexities were now unravelled ; and 
really, as if by "providential interference," he 
was at once, almost miraculously, put into 
possession of wealth, beauty, and happiness— 
the apparent author of all these advantages 
being to him a perfect stranger. 

Major Rushbrook, in whom Henry now saw 
a great many good qualities, which at a former 
period had wholly escaped his obseiTation, and 
for whom since he had irrevocably renounced 
Fanny, he really felt a regard, inspired by his 
extremely pleasant manners, odious to him as 
they had been before, wished very much that 
Merton would stay and celebrate his nuptials 
with Mary, for she had become now an object 
of importance in the circle, not more from being 
the intended wife of a very distinguished field- 
officer, than fiom the circumstance of her 
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haring brought him, as it turned out, a tuiuds 
some sum of money by way of fortune. 

These are the things, these are the changes, 
and such as these, which first set me upon the 
scheme of noting down what I saw in the 
woiid. The Major never surmised the cause of 
his lady^s wealth; and having no suspicions, 
made no enquiries — wherein he shewed his wi's^ 
dom; not but that Mrs. Gage of llaversfield 
was one of those wonders in the world, to whom 
I have before had occasion to allude in this 
stoiy, and would have died rather than betray 
her trust. 

Henry, however, resolved to dash up to Lon- 
don with his bride elect ; and though nobody 
but dustmen and doctors were to be seen in 
town at that time of the year, still he thought 
he might shew his skill in horsemanship even to 
those, and caper and curvet upon his beautifiil 
blood bay, passaging the streets with an aris- 
tocratic groom at his heels ; for true it is, that 
with the wealth came the pretension, wiA the 
pretension came the ambition, and my hero, un- 
used to content in adversity, seemed, like out 
friend Dan vers, little better calculated to attain 
to it in prosperity. 

The Meadowses and Henry travelled toge- 
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tiber, and seldom had they journeyed under 
such agreeable circumstances ; for, although 
the young man's mkid was a little disturbed by 
the sudden metamorphosis be had undergone, 
Mill thare was Fanny, smiling and blushing, 
and looking happy and angry, and cross and 
arch^ and ten thousand different ways, as his 
wit or his waggery, his love. or his ambition, 
betrayed themselves in his Conversation, which 
flowed with ayolubility and animation per* 
fectly uiiusual with him. 

Arrived once moreiin the metropoHsi the 
happy party drove to Thomas's in Berkeley- 
square, where the ladies resolved to remain till 
the solemnization of the marriage, which my 
hero, who had been so accustomed to dis- 
appointment and misfortune, declared should 
not be delayed^ beyond ten days. Mrs. Mea- 
dows saw no just cause or impediment why 
this ardent and earnest request should not be 
complied with, and accordingly the Thursday 
week after their amval was fixed for tlie happy 
day, and all the ceremonies and arrangements 
M^ere laid down in a programme with the great- 
est care and perspicuity by the happy bpde 
and bridegroom. 
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The day after their retiimi to town was passed 
by the ladies in visits to Madam Maradin and 
other priestesses of the Temple of Fashion. 
Henry had been to Lincoln's Inn — all smiles, 
bows, graces, and attention. Called at Leader's 
—just spoke about the carriages — -joined his 
beloved at the hotel— sauntered down to Gray's, 
looked out a few diamonds, tossed over some 
amethysts, enquired the price of a pretty set 
of tuixiuoises, lounged out again, drove to 
Rundell's, overhaled patterns of plate, and, 
above all, himself tendered the delicate third 
finger of Fanny's left hand to a bunch of rings, 
fitted it himself, and bought the mystic symbol 
which was to make her his ; so superstitious 
was he, and so resolved, that nobody should 
purchase or keep it, except himself. 

In such exquisite little fooleries did he con- 
sume the day; escorted them to the hotel — 
mounted his horse — did a little park—splashed 
an apple-woman at the comer of Grosvenor- 
street with his caperings and curvetings — ^I'e- 
tumed to dress for dinner, and at seven found 
himself domesticated with his beloved and her 
mother, the which he mightily enjoyed, resolv- 
ing at the same time that no persuasion upon 
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earth should induce him to admit of Mre. 
Meadows^s residence with them after his mar- 
riage. He had seen too much of this sort of 
thing to suflfer its existence under his own roof; 
being quite sure, that wherever there is an old 
counsellor there is no happiness — either she 
lends herself as a partisan of the younger wo- 
man, and leads her into all kinds of scrapes, or 
alarmed for her own safety, conjures up evils 
where they do not in reality exist : and thus in 
one way or another keeps the mSnage in a state 
of uncomfortable irritation, by a system, the 
existence of which no man of sense will suflfer, 
and no woman of feeling advocate. 

How sparkled the champagne, how passed 
the merry joke, how smiled the lovely girl, 
how talked her animated mother on this bliss- 
ful day, who shall tell ? — such a meal were wor- 
thy of the gods! Scarcely, however, had it 
ended, when a letter was delivered to Henry, 
by one of his servants : no answer had been 
required: it came from his new solicitors, 
Messrs. Hammond and Daly, of LincolnVInn 
New-square. Its contents ran thus : 
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(" Private.") 

LbicdbBi'fl-Iim,— 'Six o'Cloek. 

"Dear Sir, 

^^ Since. I had the pleasure of seeing jovl^ 
I have been inost disagreeably visited by Mr* 
Sheldwick, of the house of Sheldwick and 
Worton, who informs me that 1 have too has* 
tily admitted your claim upon thelejp.cy of our 
late client JUord IVtildeohall. He states, in ve* 
ry distinct tet ms, that you are not the eldest 
son of the late Mr. Musgrave, of Alford Cot- 
tage, and has indeed produced scmie very ex- 
traordinary documents to prove the fact against 
us. He has. but this morning returned from 
Ireland, >ivhere he has been staying on professi- 
oqal bumness^ which accounts for the delay 
that has taken place in his proceedings. I 
should go to you my«elf^ but that I am parti^^ 
cularly engaged at dinner at seven, (I send my 
servant forward with this from Gloucester Place, 
where I dine,) besides which, I apprehended 
that I might not find you at home, or if at 
home, disengaged at this^imeof the day. 

" 1 he subject is of great importance, and I 
confess I do not like the general appearance of 
the case ; perhaps you will do me the favour to 
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call here at one to-morrow, yrMtn I will uke 
care Mr. Sheldwick shall meet you, iwid we 
will proceed with the investigation of his cli- 
ent's claim ; but I think it only friendly to add, 
that I have every reason, from the little I have 
seen, to believe his grounds of opposition very 
good. 

" Believe me, dear Sir, 

" Your very faithfully 
<^ Charles Dale Hammond." 

" To Henry Merton» Esq." 

A thunderbolt could not have stricken him 
more forcibly ! He turned pale — thtjn flushed 
tjo scarlet. Did any body wait?— No.^ — Mrs. 
Meadows enquirefl if he had heard any thing 
unpleasant ?-r-He had not courage to tell the 
truth, — No; it was a letter from his lawyer — 
infernal business— they knew heha^d business; 
and &Q:he piarried the enquiries of the ladies— 
but oh ! how sickening, how tiring, how mise« 
rable, was the rest of the evening. It certain- 
ly would avail them nothing, to tell them this 
broken bit of bad news, bad only in the ap- 
prehension of Mr. Hammond, because Henry 
knew he was the eldest and only son of his 
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late father, so that whatever other apprehenfii« 
ons Mr. Hammond might have, his fears could 
not be grounded upon any doubt of that fact. 

It was therefore useless agitating the women 
— quite absurd alarming their tender feelings, 
because there could be no doubt, assuredly 
not; and Mr. Hammond was all wrong— at 
least so Henry determined ; and although the 
letter had certainly the effect of breaking his 
spirits, and destroying his peace of mind for 
the moment, it could do no more. 

In tikis fidgety manner the evening passed : 
coffee came — chasse — candles — bed-time. 
They parted for the night, and while the un- 
sophisticated Fanny lay thinking first, and 
dreaming aflerwards, about bells and bride- 
cake, love, and lace, Henry was ruminating 
upon the new and unexpected evil which had 
started up in the midst of his joy like a fright- 
ful spectre in the middle of a bridal feast. 
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CHAPTER xvnr. 



*' I find slu» lovet tun mucli, because she Hdei i% : - 

Lore teaches cuanlng evea to inao^cnee ; 
And whtTc he ^ete poBBesBion^ hb first work 
tfi to dig deep withm a heartj and there 
Lie bid, imd like a miser in the dark 
To fenst alone/'- 

HfiWRT, as it may easily be imagined, was 
nervously aaxious for the arrival of the hour 
fixed by Mr, HammoEid lot his interview with 
Mr. Sheldwick ; and my reader may pretty 
well comprehend the sort of feelings by which 
he was tormented^ when he perceived on the 
breakfast table, two or three of those delicate 
little trinket cases, just arrived firom Gray's ^ 
Avhlch delight the eyes and gladden the hearts 
of blooming bridei ; and how he was distressed 
and distractedj when shortly afterwards Mr. 
Elmore ap{)eared in the square before the 
windows of the hotel, in a break, splashing 
about with a pair of tear-away thorough-bred 
full-blood carriage-horses^ intended for Fanny's 
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own chariot ; and was, moreover, made to under- 
stand that a pereon from Leader^s had brought 
divers and sundry patterns of trimmings and 
drawings of hammer-cloths, and the deuce 
knows what, for Miss Meadows's selection and 
approbation. The sickening apprehension 
with which every erne of these arrivals filled 
his anxious mind, and the feverish indifference 
with which he turned over the pretty specimens 
of taste submitted to the inspection of the 
family party, formed a strong contrast to the 
unqualified gaiety of the preceding day. 

Mrs. Meadows saw that something serious 
had occurred, and began to feel a disposition to 
doubt the rea.lity of Henry's good fortune. 
She conjured up a thousand liule circumstances 
in bev imagination, and in less than a cou)^^ 
of hours, was more than half sure that the 
histCHy of the legacy was neither more uor 
IfSi than a ruse of the lover to obtaih her con- 
sent to his marriage with Fanny. She did not 
iiupart the , whole of her suspicions to Fanny, 
anfd if she had, the innocent girl would have 
laughed ^ away her fearift and soothed her sus* 
picions. — Be that as it may, Henry :arrived at 
A(r.-fiammond's chambers at hidf-past twelte. 
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Mr Hammond was engaged. Henry waited 
in an anle*-room. Mr. Hammond appeared in 
no hurry to admit him. Henry rang the bell ; 
a pale tallow-fiured clerk, with greasy black 
hair and inky fingers, came into the room. 

^^ Did you tell Mr. Hammond I was here/' 
asked Henry. 

^^ Yes, Sir, he is coming directly," said the 
imp* 

And he left the room sulkily, and banged 
the door somewhat saucily. Immediately, how-* 
erer, returning, no person having quitted Mr. 
Hammond in the interval (it thereby being 
made evident to my hero that no person had 
been with him before), the said clerk said — 

^' Mr. Hammond will see you now, Mr. 
Merton." 

This Ekigli^ stutoyerization was new . to 
Henry, and augured ill* 

He entered the apartment of the head of the 
liovse. 

^' Good morning, Mr. Merton," said Ham« 
mond, who was writing a letter, from which 
he barely raised his eyes to address his visitor, 
not even motioning to quit his seat: '^^ won't 
you sit down, Sir? Driver, put a chair." 
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' "I believe," said Henry, when Driver had 
left the room, ** I am pretty punctual." , : ^ z 

" It is just one," said the lawyer, continuing 
his letter; *^ Mr. Sheldwick will be here iiii- 
mediately, I dare say." 

Henry was a good deal startled at the 
change of manner so evident in his formeily 
civil and obsequious companion. He cast his 
eyes round the room, and in the place where 
his large brown box had heretofore stood, there 
yidL'&2i^'' hiatus yvalde deflendiisV "^ 

« I am afraid, Mr. Merton," said Hanimdnd, 
folding up his now finished letter, " we were 
somewhat too hasty in our proceedings iipbn 
Lorcf Mildenhall's legacy .*• 

" I was extrenfiely surprised at your letter of 
last night," said Henry. 

"'To tell you the truth, I see no hope at all 
for you* Pray, were you ignorant of the ex- 
istence of your brother?" '^ 

" Completely. Indeed," said Henry, " so 
eiitirely ignorant am I at this moment of the 
fact, that it will require some very stfoh'g 
proofs to induce me to give credence to any 
story which your firiend Mr. SheldWiciL may 
have raised upoii the subject." t • :^ 
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*^ As for the &CI, Mr. Mefton, there is no 
doubt whatever, for " 

Here the arriyal of Mr. Sheldwick put an 
end to their conversation ; and as he entered 
the room, Henry instantly recognized the 
stvanger v^io had called upon him shortly 
after the death of his fiuher. 

<f Mr. Merton> Mr. Sheldwick," smd Ham* 
Blond. 

^^ I have seen Mr. Merton before^ as I dare 
say he remembers,'' said the new corner) bow- 
ing somewhat formally. *^ The visit, Mr. Mer- 
ton, which I paid you after the death of your 
parent, was connected vrith the subject under 
discussion now. The object of that visit was 
to ascertain whether you were ignorant of the 
fiict which it now becomes my duty to reveal, 
and which my Lord Mildenhall imagined it 
probable you might at that period have known* 
Mr. Hammond, I believe you have ftiriiiilied 
Mr. Merton with a copy of his lordship's will, 
upon which he has claimed the noble legiu:y in 
question." 

^^ J have," said Hammond. 

<^ Yotti Will shortly perceive^" said Sbeld* 
wicit, untying a packet of papers,. ^ that your 
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dftifli k unfoiiuDAtely inadmif^ble, Mi^ jMer- 
ton ; from the fact, Which I brieve has bedi 
partly conunuckicated to you, thai you ar« not 
Ihe ekiest son of the late Mr. Meftoo, of ^1* 
toBod Cottage, to whom, ibr e^ery reason in ihe 
irorld, as I shall immedialiely shew^ my Locd 
Mildenhall has bequeadicd suck taluablepror 
jierty ; but the second son of your &tber, and, 
as you must be conscious, having nochiiiip 
iMrhatevscupoa hislxirdBliip, whose iuioie«Ten, 
<! bdieye to have beto^ till after hk death, U9f 
4Liiown to you," 

^* I adHiit ttot, Sir; but-^-" 
. <^ Stay, Mr. Merton^ ^ I should not atAompd 
to set up the ckim.'of yettr. elder broihe^t^-^-r-" 

<' If I have an elder brother, I <AaU admit 
his claim certainly ; bui — r— " 

^' Not merely because he is your elder broi' 
ther assuredly," said Sheldwick, ^^ but because 
as I shaU pix>ve«H — " 

^^ What I mean to «ay," said Mefftoa, inri- 
•laled to a certain <}egree by the pertkiadows 
adherence of the lawyer to the fiict of his 
having an elder btotlier — ^ what I mean to say 
' is, that if it can be proved that 1 have so near 
•a relation i|i eadatence, and am ignorant of il, 
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I lAskl be quite r^Kly to t^imt-rajr oiber Me^ 
gttiion or assertion, which you ma7plQM^](^ 
-make?' 

^^ I am sure/' said Hammond, mahii^jti) 
soothe and temporise; ^M.fkm quite :sure that 
•Mr. Sheldwkk vvXX adyancie nothing whichfhe 
:€annot legally 8Uf)port:alnd)Sub«banti$lte." 

^^ iLegaliy, perhapfi/VmiRtleired noey hero. 
: ^^ The truth is, Mt» Merton, and iiiisja .trmb 
of which I .know you .to be ignimiuti, lyour 
^berwas twice moretjedJ" . ^/ 

*^Twijce married!" exclaimed Henry. » 

« That is the .feet," :8md «beldwick: ^t I 
haye;alLtbe xiocunieiife» here to rproye ttrthe 
certificate of his firmer, mantageiaatitfaiBjnQ- 
.meat injny hand." . - 

^' Cau it be possible' dmt X ahoiild jtl^fi los^g 
iiaye. been J(ept in ignonuioe of « fiifCtigpim- 
^portont?" 

" You are aware," said SWldwiefc, *^ for^you 

;told me so, ^that.thene <was^a mys^c^ iuiyoDr 

^femily : your^fatfaer's.i^usaiQiiSfWeise bid npom. 

you, never .tp pcess bim upon :^ hidden mat- 

/ter. The ;&ct.Qf his former: marriage) wA ihe 

circumstaaces coiiJific^ witkit, iiomp^^ei ifte 

jft^cret, AXk alkuon iito wh|(^ be .0Qi eturnestiy 

prohibited." k. 2 
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<^ That aeeaiB fnrobable, indeed^'* sighed 
Henry. 

'< Yott may rely on Mr. Sheldwick," said 
Haoimond. 

V <* I, Mr. Hammond," said Sheldwick, ^^ am 
not the leastsurprised at Mr. Merton's incre- 
dulity. I should, in his circumstances, doubt 
the possibility of a concealment of such an im- 
portant matter, in the long intercourse of such 
a Mfe as was led by his fiither and himself into 
which, firom all that I liave heard, no dissensions 
eter crept, and where there appeared to exist 
nothing but harmony and afifection. 

^^ You esdmate^ the excellence of my late pa« 
rent very justly,?'- said Henry. 

" But," continued the lawyer, " the asto^ 
nishment and wonder will I think cease, when 
you are informed tha^ a bond of s^recy, under 
the weighty penalty of forty thousand pounds, 
closed your parentis lips upon the subject ; and 
(hning the life of Lord Mildenhall, thefac^ 
wbich I am< now -compelled by circumstances 
to detail to you, never could haye been divulged 
tJo you by your &ther, without • the danger of 
incurniig that serious forfeiture." 
. H Good heaven !" exclaimed Henry, ^ what 
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action had my good lather ever cooitnitted 
which possibly could require such secrecy?" f 

'* You shall be satiHfied,** said Sheldwick, 
and proceeded—** When your father was about 
your present age, he became acquainted Vihh 
XiOrd Mildenhairs family^ his lordship's daugh- 
ter being at that time seventeen, Circiim» 
stances of a local nature doniesticated Mr. 
Mer ton very constantly with his lordship's ia- 
mily ; and to those who know the world, it will 
not appear surp risings where tastes and talenia 
accorded and assimilated as they unfortunately 
did^ in this instance, that a continuous inter* 
course Bhnuld have matured the first feelings of 
friendship into a sentiment equally pure, but 
somewhat more ardent. 

" I need not repeat the often-made observa- 
tion, that those most interested in such matters 
are the last to see the operation of time and cir- 
cumstances upon the hearts and minds of tho«e 
with whom they are perpetually and constantly 
associated, Ijord Mildenhall discovered no* 
thing of the progress of your father's affection 
for the Lady Ann, nor of that reciprocity of 
feeling upon her part, which was perfectly evl* 
dent to every casual visitor at the house ; and 
e3 
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iMfmnt on tohratittg*,. cIm]^ appwehd^ 
lagitfg iStom bir iganmrnte of it8» extsti^iMt^, 
lite terid^rseiniiBDem whMi pervakled bolh' tbeir 

. ^^ There are kind* and.ol&cious iirieRda in all 
fiiaitKee^you^. peison^sayy^offietoua,. vrithfout 
heiag Und. Chne MBck had injr liord Mildoi^ 
haB, wh«r undertodc the DadLiof o|ieraiighis 
Jyoidifaip'a iiyes upon' the' subject of ^9 giK>w^ 
toy attadMnenl^ which of.cowse hidid fiicuii 
ihe* purest poasible notivBS) from a tlestre lo 
pwrentthe dieM^&sing conseiqpMiiceff wfaidr he 
<icndeiiy aUte to the interecte^ of the house of 
'M iMenhall) smw m:p\dly appromhidg to a etim^ 
iMid not from any enry of yo«r faftbeir m his tuc-^ 
cess with the daughter of the peer, who hnni^ 
faerie obsehredi before this period, onrried faer- 
eelf aomevhat soomftillj and CfMhfj aind su^fer^- 
ediaore than one suitor to plead in ^min, and 
aiMhigst die aumbeir, the speetous, plausible^ 
disineeresledMnMakoimhimsdifi - 

.¥ ymaarenot^ if J am/* continued SbddU 
w4cfc,. *^ pest the age didy to appreciate this 
ibnta of ))0?e9 the power of suth a passion at 
)eaat;a&tbfttwWieh inspired die y^aiag pouf^ 
^•'wfaoai.i aw M^^^peakiAg. Lotd MUdsn« 
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hall did all that a proud lord and a passionate 
father could do — he discarded Mr* Merton, 
banished him from ihe presence of his daughter, 
and closed the massive gates of Miidenhall 
castle, eternally against him ! 

" There are various modci of treating the 
same complaint, Mr. Merton/' said Sheldwick, 
who had riveted the attention of the young 
man. ^* Lord Mildenhall chose a desperate re- 
medy, and tried to cut at once the chain which 
bound two fond hearts together* Tlie very 
pangs of separation were renewals of affect ion^- 
the very act of oppression on the part of t lift 
parent J aroused the latent ^rit of the daughter. 

*' Merton, as I have said before, was expelled 
the castle ; but, as if this were not enough, and 
to make assurance doubly sure, the Lady Ann 
was suddenly and speedily removed to the resi- 
dence of her aunt, Lady Dunallan, which was 
situated in South l^alea* Here, independently 
of withdrawing her from the place where your 
father had left her, and whei'e every object 
around her tended to maintain, invigorate, and 
support her paiston— here, I say, she was to be 
immured, under the immediate surveillance tff 
the ancient matron, whose purity was Lucre- 
tian, and whose sanctity wad proverbial. 
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" Did my Lord Mildenhall think that cb4il((e 
of scene, of climiLte, of sociiety, coiild extenni- 
imte, root out, as it were, from the heart,' the 
one — one deep-buried feeling? Is there iny 
man weak enough to suppose that the fervent, 
soul-felt love of wofamn is to be shaken by 
such a superficial arrangement? In days of 
romance, when the Lady Dunallan's' spacious 
castle was inhabited by feudal barons and war- 
like chieft, when dungeons were to be found, 
yawning like graves for living victims, where 
bound to the massive column or the heavy ring- 
bolt, the poor suffering virgin might expiate 
her love and her indiscretion in solitude,, in 
chains, and even in death; this wild scheme, 
properly aided, might have broken her spirit or 
her heart ; but in the later times of the world, 
vrtien men live at hotels, while n^il-coaches 
roll over level roads, and letters travel in white 
l^hem bags 'from Lombard-street, nor towers, 
nor dungeons, nor distant castles, will dieck 
the operation of that master-passion with which 
tb^ hearts, the raiinds, the very souls of your 
father and Lady Ann Burfbrd were so entirely 
possessed! 

"^^^ Shalt 1 confess, that from thissolitude the 
wretched girl wrote to her beloved, told him 
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the place of her confinement, confessed her 
longing desire to see him, and renewed in her 
letter those tows which she had personally ex- 
changed with him long, long before. 

" I need not say how this letter was rec^iv^, 
and replied to. So soon as the conveyance 
which brought the welcome suroroons to his 
eyes could carry him back to Wales, a living 
answer to her fond appeal, he was in the neigh- 
bourhood of Dunallan Calstle, secure amongst 
its. fastnesses* . 

".The Lady Ann was permitted to indulge 
her love of solitude, and stroll down the zigzag 
paths^ which led to the sea-beach, through the 
tangled and almost precipitous plantations* 
Did not her heart tell her, that amidst the 
deep recesses of that shady dale, she should, 
find, her devoted Merton?— Too truly spoke 
the trembling monitor— he was there! 

" And here," said Mr. Sheldwick, " I would 
&in drop <a veil over the remnant of my his- 
tory ;< but the truth, Mr. Merton, must be told. 
Sometime after the arrival of your fiither at the 
pl^ce of her residence, . the poor young lady 
was attacked with a fever and illness, which so 
much alarmed, her careful aut^t, that an express 
It 5 
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yf9» sfeot 6S to Lord Mildenball ; a pbjisicNrfr 
'WSft ealled in, muck against the rnclination of 
the^sulbring patient; and, I leave jou to judge 
the horror. and surprise of the haughty peer^ 
litben, upon bis arrival at Dunallan, he disco* 
vered that nothing but the roarrti^e of his 
daughter with her favoured lover eould pre-* 
serve her reputation, or procure a legitimate 
hehr to the honours of his noble house; 

^^ He could have borne to see his daughter 
die at his feet, but to see her living and re« 
oovering, only to bring eternal sliame and dis- 
grace upon his fitmily, was, I may say, without 
dtfing any injustice to his feelings, a still more . 
pmifnl spectacle. There was but one step to; 
be taken to ttvoidthe dreaded exposure: the 
liiarriage of the lovers was indispensable, afid> 
m.order the better to conceal the exiact period^ 
i|.t which the ceremony took place, it was de*- 
dided that it 9hould be performed in the neigh- 
bourhood of Dunallan Castle. This vras ac- 
cordingly arranged, and here I haye the certi- 
ficate of that marriage, as solemnized by the 
Beverend Hugh Morgan, witnessed by Watkin, 
Jenes, and Llewellyn Evans.*' 

Mr. Sheldwiclt h^e produced the certificated- 
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whieh^'bowoTtr sajtis&ctbry as evidence, wiu( 
by nt> means' aA agreeable document to the 
eyes of poor Hdnry. 

. ^^ In a certain lime after the marriage^ which, 
though carefully witnessed and registered for 
reasons you may easily anticipate^ was kept 
profoundly secret, Liady Ann Merton, in 
giving birth to a son, fell a victim to the agi- 
tation and distress of mind she had previously 
uridergone, and died in the nineteenth year of 
her age« 

^' The issue of this marriage is, of course, 
the eldest son of James Merton, of Alford 
Cottage; here » the register of his baptism 
at Llpldmnprdtln Church; the names of his 
god-fiitbers and god-mother being here also 
necorded, Morgan Lewis, Gtiffith Howell, and 
Martha Jones*" 

^^ This is as dear as day," said Mr. Hami* 
mond. 

^^ It may require a little estplanatibn to you, 
Mr. Merton, who perhaps are unacquainted, 
however nearly connected with the fltmily of 
Lord Mildenhall, to shew, why your elder bro^* 
ther dods not naturally inherit th^ title and 
It}! the estates of his kte Lordship ; but the 
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truth is, that Lord Mildenhall, stung to the very 
heart's -core by the event which you have 
just heard of^ discarded his child, and contrary 
to his previously avowed intention, married 
again. By this second wife he had a son, and 
two daughters ; and now I shall shew you why 
you have been kept in ignorance of these 
circumstances, till the present period." 

" If you please," said Henry ; who, instead 
of listening with anxiety to the sequel of the 
history which had destroyed all his hopes of 
hairiness, vras lost in speculations, and won- 
derings how he should get out of the various 
difficulties, in which his supposed acquisition 
of fortune had involved him. 

*< When,'* continued Mr. Sheldwick," Lord 
MildenhaH, who himself married shortly afier 
the marriage of Lady Ann, saw there was a 
probability of an addition to his finnily, his 
views towards the issue of the ill-&ted unioa 
were entirely clianged ; and shortly after his;: 
daughter's death, which was as litde talked of 
as posmble, and announced as if she had died 
at Duiiallan, and died unmarried— a deception 
in which old Lady Dunallan prevailed upon 
ybui^ father to acquiesce, ^ for his Ann's sake,'; 
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— fais Lordship agreed to make handsome pro* 
Tislon for your elder brother, provided he 
assumed another name ; and accordin|( to this 
plan J be was educated for the army^ and has 
attained to rank and honour in the serrlce, 
as Colonel Sir Henry Musgrave/' 

" Mus^rave !" «xdaimed Henry, " I ha?e 
seen him then — he must have acquired his 
title lately/' 

"Recently — he ia now on service at Gibraltar, 
and is expecCed home by me, daily. Your 
fether^ as f said before, entered into a penal 
bond of forty thousand pounds, never to divulge 
this secret to a living being ; and that, which 
surprises me, in the progress of the transaction 
fs, that after your birth, I know, although I 
have no legal evidence to the fact, that Lord 
Mil den hall gave your father a post-obit bond 
for thirty thousand pounds, meaning to pro- 
vide for you handsomely, as a reward for his 
fidelity, desiring at the same time, that 
you might be bapti;^d by the same name ai 
your legitimate brother, in order to throw aft 
additional improbability over the story of your 
relationship, should it ever be agitated. It was 
to ascertain your possession of that post*gbit 
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boody that^ by the ckeire oS the Ut^ Loi^ HU- 
dephall) I called on you iiaiiiediately after your 
&ther'fi death* It is clear> however, now, that 
from some high ieeling on the subjeet he mufti 
have destroyed the obligation. 

Henry's thoughts instantly ^anced b4ck to 
the dilapidated escritoire^ and the illegible 
parquet it contained ;•— he niade nO scruple \vt 
mentioning the circumstance, which SbeldwidL 
promised to note down, aa be felt it might be 
important to be -knowii to Sir Henry. Merton, 
however, could not but enquire to what ihe 
extraordinary change in Lord Mildenhairs 
feelings iDowarda his elder brothoc wa9 attri'^ 

'' The fact is," said Shddwick, << his eldest 
son by the present Lady Mildenhall has turned 
put a complete roti^--*not a gentlemanly spend* 
thrift, not an aristocratic TMttrrtefi-^bitt a sot^ 
th# a^ssOeiale of the basest vulgarity and the 
moat degraded vice. His Lordship contrasted 
his career with that of Sir Henry, who has cut 
his way to&me and honour with his sword^ 
bar i'ecoived fi-om his sovereign titles aiUi 
ordera ; And £rom the country, a just tribute^of 
pniise and gratitude. To these claima gene^ 
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laUy, and perhaps to a few compunctious 
¥isUings^ with respect lo his amiable and un- 
fortunate mother, which at his advanced a^e 
might hafe affected biB Lordship, may he 
jutributed the alteration in his mind, which 
has induced this alteration in the disposal of 
hi« pi-operty-" 

" And nbw>^' said Mr* Hammond, ** I think 
Ao doubt can rest upon yonr mind^ Mr. Mer-^ 
ton, as to the validity of Sir Henry's claim," 

" I am indeed con vincedi'* said Henry. 

" Pray now," said Hammond, " with res- 
pect to the sums which we have advanced, and 
the diflfepent charges we have incurred " 

*^ It is that which has been annoying me 
for the last half*hourj" said Merton ; ** you 
must be aware that it is no fault of mine, Mr. 
Hammond*'' 

** Fault !" said the lawyer : '* no, Mr. Mer- 
ton J it may be nobody's fault ; but the accom- 
modation was decidedly afforded to you, upon 
representations ' * 

*^ Made by yourself," ^id Merton. *^ 1 tiust 
ydu will recollect that, Sir. You admitted my 
claim, and that, too, after consulting with the 
executors/' 
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"^That is Yery trae; bot still w6 cannot 
lose by such a transaction, and I must beg to 
observe " 

<< Stay/' said Mr. Sheldwick> << I may per- 
ha^ prevent unnecessary discussion, and 
it may be irritation. I will undertake, for Sii* 
Henry Musgrave, that every thing you may 
have advanced, and every expense to which 
you may have been put, shall be re-imbursed.'* 

*^ Sir," said Mert(»i, perfectly unused to 
kindness, ^' how am I to thank you ?" 

<< Never mind, Mr. Merton," said Sheldwick, 
— " le bon temps viendra^ 

" Those words," exclaimed Henry 

f' Hurii, hush ! not another syllable^— I was 
merely the diannel of that communicatron— ^t 
was the: act of a watdiful unknown firiend ; and 
I sincerely hope, that the words may be pro* 
phetic, although we are here met certainly to 
blight your brightest prospects.'' 

4 Mir commenced, as if the conference wei« 
breaking up, when Hammond, reicurring to: 
the sweet and. soothing promise of Mr. Sheld* 
wicfc, said,. ^^ Then, Mr. Sheldwick, . you will 
underuke the armogement of our claim upon 
Mr.Mertonr 
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**cl have already said so," replied Mr. Sheld^ 

**We are extremely obliged to you, 8ir,'* 
said Hammond — " and as for you, Mr. Merton, 
although we hisive been : unfortunate in thi» 
affi»r, I shall always be most happy to be of the 
smallest use to you ; and," taking him by the 
hand, ^^ Mrs« Hammond will be del%hted to 
see you in Bedford-square, where I hope you 
and my fiiend'here," pointing to Sheldwick, 
" will come some day and take a family dinner 
with u«." ' 

Henry bowed an acknowledgment, and the 
gentlemen tooktleave. of each othevy but^when 
Heniy and Sheldwick had reached tte outer 
door, Mr. Hammond called the latter back^ 
whether to enquii^ if he were reaHy in eame8t^ 
about discharging Henry's account, or for ai^y^ 
other reason, I am unable to say. 

Henry feU, when he quitted Lincoln VInn, 
that it would-be impossible now to face Mrs. 
Meadows . There was an appearance either of 
rashness and haste, or of deliberate injustice: in, 
the whole afikir, which he' had n6t the courage 
to explain to her. What could he do ?^nr 
vindicating hiiinself, he must betray alt the 
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IqI^ htdffen isecvets of hif fiiiher's life • be mtist 
awaken long dormant scandal; in short/ as 
n^nal, Ji« was dooihed to affifct the heaitsof 
t)m Uving) and ivjare the memofy of the dead, 
bjf^ eoaduet, in which he Was innoeent of aity- 
design to do miscMef, or any desire togrv^ 



la tbe.tumuU of feelings which assailed my 
poor weather»beateit hero, be bethought btoi 
of an expedtent, by which thie patnfiil cir« 
c^msljances of the case aiiglit be most deli- 
cately communicated to Mrs. Meadows, not by 
bimsiDl^but by one whose chamcter and ap- 
pearance wpold guarantee him firom< any duft« 
pidoo of trtdcery, of duplicity. H&applied on 
bii Way towards Bedkeley-square to his compa^ 
nioa Mr* Sheldwtd^ made lum a confidant in 
his loYe-affair with Famy ; was a good deat 
surprised to find Mr; Sheldwick extremely well 
infonaeti upim the aatgect; and encoui:aged 
by the interest which that gentleman appa« 
ranily took in hie w^&re, entreated him to 
see Bln^ Meadows, and break the slory of hia 
defeat to her, before he ventured upon an inUN 
view with he«. 

BheUwick, wtdi^a kind-heanedn^iB M^pum 
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hardly anticVpatedj willingly undertook the un- 
pkasant mission j being quite of my heroes 
opinion^ that an explanation of the circum- 
stances by him^ would j while it developed 
the exact nature of his disappointment^ 
most sat iftfact only exonerate the unfortunate 
vktim of groundless hopes, of any particfpa- 
cion in a scheme against her^ or her daughter ; 
and at:cordingly this new friend of kis^ but 
ancient fiiend of his father's ^ proceeded^ armed 
as he wasj with all the ruinous documents^ to 
'^thomas'a Hotel, leaving poor Henry in a state 
of dreadful agitation at Stevens *Sj where he 
detenu ined to await the return of his ambaS'« 
sador^ 

He waited and waited^ yet no Mr* Slield- 
wick came ; but when his patience and hopet 
were nearly exhausted, he received, not his 
envoy, but a brief note from him^ saying that 
he had seen Mrs* Meadows, and acquainted 
her with all the circumstances ; tliat she was 
V^ry much affected, and he would advise his 
abstaining from going to the hotel, till he^' 
received some further communication frorri' 
her* So far, all seemed gloomy enough : 
** but;" continued the note^ *' you must not' 
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despond-^fbllow my advice. You will not be 
long before you hear from Mrs. Meadows or 
her daughter, and in the mean time, remember, 
* 1e ion temps viendra.^^ 

Mr. Sheldwick did not date his letter — It was 
brought from Thomases. It seemed as if be. 
were still with the Aleadowses— rpeibape exert- 
ing bis influence to induce her to consent to 
the marriage. But no ! why should he ? yet, 
9gain, he had willingly undertaken themi^^ion. 
He was a friend of his father's; and spoke, 
confidently of the "Son temps.*' These sad . 
reminiscences naturally brought back Henry^s 
thoughts to the loss and destructipii of ^he post* 
obit, a sum which would now have made bim 
perfecdy happy; because, united with Fanny's 
future fortune, they could have so comfprt&bly 
and so domestically managed with it. Who 
upon the face of the earth requires more than, 
two thousand a-year ? — ^Nobody — ^a( least npb^- 
dy in a cottage, with plenty of love ^d moon-< 
light to live upon, and tufts of honeysuckle, > 
and eglantine to shelter them— ^nd so he wep^t, 
on castle«'building, and sighing, and biting^ 
his fingers, and moaning, and fidgeting till, 
near tiine o'clock, when the. waiter brought hitU 
a letter from Mrs. Meadows herself. 
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CHAPTER XIX, 



** The tnun thM would encceufitl be in mticlucf, 

MuBt, by ooe mcaxni or other] h{K>k tu woouxu*' 



HleifJiY eagerly broke open the envelope, 
and read the following letter from his intended 
mother-in-law. 



** «Y DEAE MR. MERTON^ 

*^ I have had a long and most explfcii 
coitversation with your friend Mr. Sheldwick; « 
1 may so call him with the greatest truth and 
justice ; and as the result of that conversation 
19 iinportant, and f^hould be imparted to yott 
with perfect unreserve and temper^ both Mr. 
S held wick and I have agreed that 1 should adopt - 
this mode of saying what is to be said^ rather ^ 
than in a personal interview, where the passions ^ 
sometimes overcome reason, and where, in the 
agitation of such a discussion, much might . 
be omitted. which ought to be stated* ^ 
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^^ Mr. Sheldwick, on quitting me, expressed 
his determination upon the same principle not 
to see you until I had communicated our 
intentions and views to you by letter, which I 
accordingly proceed to do. 

" In the first place, however, I beg you to be 
assured how sincerely I lament ihe ahnpst ro- 
mantic reverses of fortune which yoii seem 
doomed to experience through life, and how 
entirely I acquit you of aiiy hitentioMal Jde- 
caption in -the mysterious a&ir of Loki Mildem 
hall's legacy; and this being pi^mised,>I am 
sure you will acquit me of any unfairness or 
mercenary feeling iaendeavouring to s^oute tKy 
diitd'e comfort and respectability through life, 
an .object naturally the .dearest to a ifond -Wad 
devoied parent. 

, ^^ ^y the /extmordinary revolmion of evente 
. which have ocounRed since the cornmenqemenc 
of our aoquaintance^ iftnd when I felt justified 
io|K»8itivelyi refiiBing my consent to ^our car- 
riage with Frances, you are now most ux)£»*- 
>t^MAately >pl»eed, it appeare, in circuftidtatieefe 
€ven less propitious than those in ' which yeti 
j«cere:then iivipg^^nd, as it appeaiHi from Ml*. 
Sheldwickb £ftatement, you have Utemlfy no 
income. 
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' ^^ Mr. Sheldwick, Mrho8e mterest for jrodjr 
wel&re is intenset has made a^proposal whkh js 
so extremely liberal, that I really aki i(fmi4».|Mi 
yo^ perpetually say about your own ichem^ 
and views, it is too good to Jbe realised, Be 
expresses a thorough conviction that you were 
provided for, by Lord MildenhaU, iii a poit^ohit 
bond I think he calls it (for we wome^ as 
your j&iend Mrs, Burke would say, are^no^gveai 
men of business) ; and so convinced is >be of 
the fiict, that he states, should the bond really 
Jiave been destrpyed^i he himself will undertake 
to guarantee the payment of its amount to y.oU| 
which he fixes at thirty thouaaud ppunds, out 
of the property bequqathed to 9ir Henry M^Sfh 
grave, and which property he knows was to 
have been charged with it« He attiibutes the 
silence of I^ord Mildenhall on the subject in 
bis will to the supposition which, he himself 
«oiace entertained, that your fitth^er had, upon 
«ome particular feeling, destroyed it, and with 
it, the necessity of providing for its payi»<ent, 
. ^^ lie speaks so confidently of his power over 
Sir Henry, and his assumnce of a correspond^ 
ijQg r^dilie$s on his part to provide fin* his 
J^alf-bmther^ that I confess lopkiiig at ^y^poor 
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FVrances, and seeing too plainly the effect which 
the stretng reverses of hope and despair have 
akeiEMly had upon her constitution and appear- 
ance, i cannot refrain from admitting the 
reality of this splendid vision, in order to ter* 
miniate the hai^sing and vexatious life you 
have both so long been leading; and under 
certain stipulations, which I shall explain more 
distinctly when we meet, I abandon my 
objections, and formally admit you in 'the 
cbaraicter of son-in-law.'' 

Henry threw down the letter, and laying his 
fiirehe&d tkpon his hands, the big tears clias^ 
each other down his cbeek — they Were tear* 
of the.purett joy he had ever felt. Under no 
Circumstances bad he been admitted into the 
Meadowses family with so much feeling, ahd 
apparent cordiality. Strange to say, s6 anoma- 
lous was the character of Mrd. Meadows, that 
she was better pleased to accept him now, than 
ever. She had the satisfaction of conkxtmg a 
fltvour, and, at all events, till the arrival b^Sir 
Henry, must have the rank o( patroness to her 
son-ip-law. 

< The stipulations to whicH th^ lady iBciluded 
were, it -must be admitted^ upon points pajrti- 
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cularly irksome to Henry ; such as the neces- 
sity of living in the same house with her, to 
avoid the charges of a separate establishment; 
the condition of effecting insurances on hfs life| 
payable out of the income Mr. Sheldwick was 
ready to advance, to the full amount of the 
. Interest of the alleged bond, and several others, 
more minute in their details, yet not less disa- 
greeable in their nature ; but what were all these^ 
compared with the possession of his Fanny? 

Henry hastily crumpled up the letter, and 
thrusting it into his pocket, seized his hkt',' and 
flew up Bruton-street, to Thomas's, wliere he 
found the lovely girl and her amiable mother 
anxiously expecting his arrival. 

Such a delightful evening never sure Was 
passed ; the arrangements' they had to make, 
the maternal advice of Mrs. Meadows, the 
arch acquiescence of Fanny in all th^ lectures 
ihe was receiving, the detail of her prospects 
and proposals, in short, it was one of diose 
charming combinations which rarely occur, iri 
*ihe' course of any life, and still more seldom in 
''such a life as that of my hero. 

Mrs. Meadows had formed an extremely high 
'oj^nioil of her new acquaiiHance Mr. Sheld- 

vol,. Ill, L 
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wick, and Henry himself had suffered nothing 
from the developement of the connexion be- 
tween his &ther and the noble house of Mil- 
denhall. To be sure, it might have been better 
if the alliance between the families had taken 
place under more regular circumstances; but 
it was an alliance, and the lady who loved Lord- 
hunting beyond any pursuit in the world, 
conjured up something like aristocracy in 
the family of Merton, which she had never 
hoped to find. Certes there was a blot, a 
bar to it all ; for such had been . the profound 
secrecy of the whole transaction, that neitlier 
Collins nor Debrett Ijad been able to publish 
it to the world, in their concise and invariabli/ 
correct descriptipns of the birth, parentage, 
and education of the nobility of the United 
k.ingdom. 

In charming anticipations passed this ha^ppy 
evening of a stormy day; and Merton, who, 
though he existed at Thomas's, still nominally 
lived at Stevens's, betook himself to his hotel 
<)uite happy;— and for him to feel happy, was, 
as my reader may easily imagine, doubly happi- 
ness, from the novelty of the sensation. 

In walking down Bruton-street, he had ar- 
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ranged htB whole minage^ set lied liDw hia pic* 
tares were to be liung, how his library should 
communicate with the other sitting-rooms, and 
how very liveinable his villa should be, when a 
shriek and a crowd aUracted his attention^ 
and a gentleman, who appeared considerably 
agitated, rushed towarde him, complaining of 
ill u»age;, appealing to him at the same lime 
for protection from themob, Thisim mediately 
roused Henry's feehngs, who mingling uncon- 
sciously in the affray, soon found himself pushedj 
and beaten J and knocked about^ by various 
persons 5 and in various ways, till, at what 
seemed a favourable opportunity for the pur* 
po3€^ he fell a snatch made at his pocket, and 
bis pocket-book forcibly taken tberefrom- 

AU his efforts and esiertions to secure the 
man he chiefly suspected, were rendered nuga- 
tory, by the proportionably increasing difficul- 
ties which surrounded him* till, at length, 
knocking one man to his right, and another to 
his teR, he set off at full speed up Bond-street 
after the flying tluef. He was joined in the 
pursuit by several elderly and decrepid person- 
agea, whose natural qualities for the chase 
were consideiably improved by sundry large, 
l2 
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long, and thick great coats, in u4itch their an- 
cient bodies and liotbs were entirely enveloped,- 
in order to secure them from the cold and rain, 
to which, as guardians of the night, they must 
occasionally be exposed. After a pretty long 
run, in which Henry distanced all hisassociates,- 
he reached, and succeeded in securing the sup"^ 
posed depredator, and, by the aid of the civil 
power, marched him captively to the watch- 
bouse ; he was there searched, but no pocket- 
book was to be found. 

One of the distanced watchmen, however, 
stated, that in his flight he saw the man in 
charge hand something to a woman who was 
standing at the comer of Blenheim-street. 
Upon a question being put to the man, he ad- 
mitted that he had done so ; but that he wad 
not die thief in the first instance. 

Henry, whose anxiety upon the subject was 
mainly directed to the recovery of the lost 
property, enquired if he knew the woman ? — He 
said he did not. The watchman said he would 
save him the tiouble of trying to find her outr 
even if he could, for he knew the girl well, and 
v^ould be answerable for getting her that very 
night, if the man was detained: whereupon 
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tlie nocturnal magistrate proceeded to order 
the incarceration of the captive; and Henry 
was told that his remaining there, till the re- 
turn of the watchman and tiie woman, was 
unnecessary: that if the watchman succeeded 
in catching her during the night, which the 
assembled sages seemed to think, if not proba^ 
ble, at least not impossible, she would be taken 
with the man to the Police-Office^ in Marl* 
borough-street^ at twelve o^ clock the next day. 

In Henry's temper of mind, his spirits elated, 
and his heart at ease, this little adventure was 
entertaining^. There was not much in his 
pocket-book, so that if he did not eventually 
recover it, the loss would not be important. He 
liad seen the arcana of a watchhouse, which 
was amusing enough : the little greatness of the 
constable's dignity, the assumption and pre- 
sumption, the mingled ignorance and pride of 
the plebeian president of the council, the arti- 
fices of the thief, and the caution of the waich- 
raanj formed altogether a scene, which, in the 
hands of the inimitable Wilkie, would have 
made an admirable picture. 

At twelve the following morning he wa^ td 
be indulged with ^^an Interior^' ofMarlborojugh* 

^ ^ 1.3 ; 
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§tteet; ind considering, that upon all former 
^^its to such places he had been doomed to ap- 
pear as a prisoner before iheit- tribunals, he 
^(/<^tilrf, in all probatolity, find something worth 
tiis notice evert there, at least fto evil could lurft 
tn such a pkce likely to kill his hojpes, or hiaf 
his happiness; at all events h6 Veas Sure of ihat) 
anti 'to have such an assurance was by no 
i^eans disagreeable to 6n^ who, i^ hi^^i^ctice, 
reversed the beautiful lines of Sfaaks^)bare; 
aifd instead of findihg 

^ Oood in crery tlMUg.? 

generally fbiind a snake beheath the grass, how- 
ever green and gay it looked. 

He returned to his hotel, slept, dreamed of 
i^anny^ watchmen, Mrs. Meadows, the Em- 
peror of Russia, bowers of roses, his new car- 
riaj^e, the wedding-day, and fifty otlier agreeable 
things, and rose cheerfully and gaily to iheei: 
his bride-elect. Thiere she was, all sweetness 
and placidity, going through the ordinary oc- 
tlipations of the breakfast-table, without one 
care to wound her mind, without one griet 
to cloud her brow. 

Mrs. Meadows, who, to all her little perfec- 
tion's, added that of being extremely absent. 
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was sitting gazing at her beauiiflil child through 
her <^iaBS, perfectly absorbcfl and entirely for- 
getting all the rest of the world. The days 
were now easily numbered which would inter- 
vene before the happy ceremony; and the 
admiring mother had been unconsciously calcu- 
lating, for nearly half an hour, what ^lyle of 
dress would be most b^eomin^ to Frances (as 
she always called her) on the e4}proaching 
happy occasion. 

Henry roused her from this entertaining re- 
veriej by detailing to her his adi^enture of ihe 
preceding night, Fanny interceded with a 
mistaken humanity for the piltereVj and talked 
of humanity and suffering poverty with such 
piteous eloquence^ that her lover would cer- 
tainly have abandoned any further measures, 
had he not pledged himself to attend upon the 
magistrate. 

Fanny though c him a downright biirbarian for 
persisting in his proposed appearance at Marl- 
borough* street, not only because the act itself 
appeared to be vindictive and har^h, but be- 
cause she had expressed a desire thu t he should 
'' stay proceedings J " — which she held to he a 
sufiiciently good reason for his instantly obey* 

Li 
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ing ben All, however, was in vain ; and with- 
. out even waiting for his letters, . away march^ 
^r. Henry Merton to perform a fefit, the reisiilt 
of which yre d^ll presently se^. 
. To detail all the little uninteresting fonna- 
lities of the police-office would be to waste 
time; suffice it to, say, that the magistrates 
were on the bench, and the hero o( the pre- 
ceding night at the bar ; when Mr. Merton, 
having been first duly sworn, proceeded to 
give a most copious and circumstantial detail 
of the robbery, the consequent chase, and the 
final apprehension of the pilferer. 

^^ What hi^ve you to say to all this ?'* said the 
magisti:ate, addressing the prisoner ^ . 

. ^^ ISothing, your worship," replied ^e -man. 
^^ I was a-standing at the confer of 3ru^0- 
street, as quiet as a lapib, wondering what all 
the noise was about, when a man as I never 
seeM before in all my life, put the pocket-book 
.into my hand, and said, says he, run ; which, 
\your worship, that gentleman there, what 
is the prosecutor, can tell your worship I ac« 
cordingly did." 

^' But what became of the pocket-book ?" 
«aid the justice. . 



Digitized by 



Google 



npiviB 



MEHTOW. 923 

" 1 skieM It away at the comer of Blenheini- 
ftreet, when I found the prosecutor was a-gain- 
ing lipon me/' 

'* That's all true, your worship/* said a watch* 
man ; ''I see him shy it away, but not upon 
the ground*" -^ 

" How d'ye mean ?" said the magistrate. 
^ *' He shied it at Peg BartoOp" 

*' Peg who?'' said the magistrate , thinkir^ 
the watchman had named a friend of Wis own. 

" Barton,'" said the man. 

" Oh — Peg Barton ; and pray, watchmau, 
who is Peg Barton ?'' 4 

*^ She's a gal as is always about that cornef^ 
your worship ; and generally disguised, in re- 
gard to liquor. They has her into aing at 
houses : she is half crazy, I take it«^^ 

^* Do you know this Barton?" said the jus- 
ticej addressing the prisoner, , 

" Never see'd her in all ray born days, your 
worship," said the man. 

'' The woman is in custody, Sir," said the 
clerk to the magistrate- ^ 

^^ That alters the case," said the magistrate 
10 the clerk — ** you hear that^ prisoner, do 

yotl?" , .;, 

L 5 " 
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" That Balrtbn ifl ifi ^mstbdy." 

" I don't know her a bit more fof tfett," said 
he. 

• " Bring her in/' feaid the itiagisttaie : " yoU 
saw him hand her the book ?" 

" I-did, you^ v^brship,'* said thife VvAtcAman. 

An officer was despatched** A^ interesting 
filinale in question. • 

** There is no evid^ce,'' said the jtistice, 
^^ to connect the prisoh^i* wit^ the firsi disturb- 
ance, which has been detailed in evidence, as 
having taken place at the comer df Brulon- 
?itreet." 

^' No,'^ said Mertbn r " 1 caniwH say thdt 1 
sa\^ the prisoner persOrially ehgdged in tltfe 
affi^y : he Was therb, 1 concMde,and pirobabl^ 
df the party; because, when he ratn off, he 
seemed to emerge fix)m the crowd — but I daW 
ri(>thing of him at the time to enable me to 
swear to his person." 

*^ !N6, your worship," iaid th^ prisoner : " 1 
was a-looking at a gas-light, and thinking what 
a fine invention it was, and that^d all as ever 1 
had to do with it ; and When the man shoved 
die book into my hand I was as innocent ai 
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the child unborn m to what he meant> your 
worship/' 

'' We shall see by and by : yoa a^e iurc itow 
you don't (enow this womdn — Barton ?'* 

** I said eo afore, your worship: I never 
t:}apped ray eyes upon her in all my life/* 

Merlonis evidence was here read over to him 
by the elerkj and he was desired to sign itj 
which he accordingly did, and while engaged 
in this operation. Peg Barton, of whom so 
much had been said, was brought into the 
office^ and put to the bar. 

She appeared youni^, and somewhat graceful ; 
her face was closely covered with a thick veil, 
and she seemed anxious not to be seen by the 
gentlemen of the press, or the amateurs, who 
are the constant attendants upon the minor 
metropolitan tribunals* Merton was desirous, 
in the natural humanity of his dispositioUj to 
read over his evidence again by himself^ in or- 
der to detect if possible any error which he 
might have committedj likely to be improperly 
prejudicial to the prisoner ; and he was so ab- 
sorbed in this self-imposed duty, that he was 
not aware of the arrival of the female pri- 
soner at the bar, till she was asked her name 
by the magistrate. 
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^^ Buton is my name," uid the woman in a 
tone of Toice which thrilled like the knell jaf 
death in Merton's ean ThtaiMig.lIgwn the 
book over which h^ had been poring, he 
started up— his eyes met those of the prisoner- 
she uttered a piercing shriek #nd &U senseless 
on the floor. 

It was his wifs ! 
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CHAPTER XX, I 



^Ob porfine. 



Tiiraue tbe aacred ci>misels of jqht soulj 

Virhiqh urge you on to virtue. JjE^I notdvigtTj 

Nor the eacmaberiog world make fiuDt your parpow - 

AjaiKtin^ Angela BhaU conduct your steps. 

Bring you to blistt, u&d crow a your ead witH peace. 



To find BUcli a wife as Kate alivej and in 
such a situation, would, my reader would per* 
haps admit, be of itself no very delightful dis- 
covery ; but J when the negative evil of feeling 
himself irrevocably linked to such a partner, 
became light by comparison with the positive 
ill^ of certain separation from the dear object 
of all his cares and thoughts, Mr. Mer ton's 
present position in the world will, I should 
think^ be considered any thing but satis&ctory^ 
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The extraordinary sensation produced by the 
theatrical denouement in the office soon subr 
sided into a feeling of pity and commiseration ; 
and Henry, the injured, ill-used Henry, softened 
by the altered appearance, the fallen state of 
his unhappy wifej detailed the circumstances 
of the case to the magistrate, and led the mi- 
serable girl from the bar, at which she had been 
placed to hear hU ai^[:tiaatioiu 

The shock ihe had l^cbired wadt&rrlble; ^e 
had even severely wounded herself in her fell 
against the iron railings in the office, and those 
silken curb of ifi^m bl^k .vrbic^ imA entan- 
gled noble hearts in happier days, now hung 
dishevelled and not bloodless over her tear- 
fi*aught eyes. Oh ! it was a terrible ruin, and 
such a livii^ lessoii te those who d^iiite from 
tbe ^tiict palSi of virth^, that >the Btorjr M k 
miist be told4*-told as it was by Kite helnie^ t^ 
hiiii, ilrliom she had wronged arid hetniyed^-^Hio 
him^ who haH pitied ancl&rgiVen her. 

Where is l^e heart so obdurate tthefe tb^ 
wroi^ to bitter, wh^re the injiuy 80 degep, thai 
the teat* of sorrowing t^oman oamipt nelt and 
toothli, tfn4 wai»h away the very m«»ory of it 
firom the mind i She was bis v^i^ and tbbiigjb 
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her conduct Vas indefensible, she was now a 
EU ^Ti ng sinner* Diseaie^ bodity, perhapseven 
mental, was on her ; and she^ with all her ills, 
had been the beloved of his heart , had been 
his betrothed at the altar. Is there a man in 
the world, who at the moment could have act- 
ed differently from my poor wretched hero, 
who glanced ** his mind's eye" back from the 
woe-begone, trembling culprit before him, to 
the magnet of Lady Castleton's housei in Gros- 
venor-square, the very centre of the very gayest 
circle in London } the brilliani, fascinating Kate 
Etherington, such as he had foxmd her only a 
few short months before! 

ISome who read these lines will say, this is 
an overdrawn picture. Let them beware how 
they indulge in such a dangerous incredulity* 
li is truth — truth in disguise^ I admit ; but, 
such is the character of a descent from virtue 
to vice in woman. — Once be the limit passed — 
once be the boundary crossed, which strongly, 
clearly, and distinctly, separates right from 
wrong, and the precipitation is terribly and in- 
conceivably rapid. Read Kate's history, which 
follows, and watch the insidious workings of 
crimej when once admitted into the female heart.* 
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Henry led the wretdied creftture to a coadb, 
which had been sent fer^ and with aa adiiiiig 
heart proceeded to secure for her that which 
she bad recently not enjoyed — a comfor^ble 
lodging. How he made bis arrangementSj it is 
needless here to detail ; suffice it to say, that 
in a few hours Kate was provided with a quiet 
resting place, a nurse, and physician, and hous- 
ed in a respectable family^ who, made acquaint- 
ed with the peculiar circumstances of the casej 
• used every possible exertion for her accom- 
modation. ' 

. Henry's protraaed stay from his anxious 
bride-elect, while in attendance upon his re- 
stored and fallen wife, created stvong and ex- 
traordinary emotions in that little heart which 
was all his own, and which, accustomed to. ills 
in every coming hour, beat with anxious 
trepidation at his lengthened absence. As 
soon as he was able, however, he wrote her a 
hasty note, saying that business prevented his 
return so soon as he had anticipated; but thht 
lie hoped to see them at, or soon afier their 
dinner hour. - 

Having despatched this, and having recdived, 
iirom the physician^ assurances of Kate's pii)- 
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bable restoration to health (an anQOuncemeni • 
which^ however conclusive against his desired 
union with Fanny, he heard with great satisfac- 
tion), he repaired to her chamber^ and desirous, 
beyond nieasure^ to know how she had escaped 
the death which it was supposed had been 
self-inflicted, seated himself beside her bed, 
and implored her to detail the circumitanceg 
which had reduced her to lier present deplo- 
rable and melancholy situation in society, 

Kate was bardly equal to the narrative, w hich 
she felt anxious to give to the injured and gen- 
tle-hearted husband ; but, collecting her scat- 
tered spifits, and rout^ing all her energies, slie 
began thai eventful history, whence, brief and 
dreadful as it is, may be culled a lesson, w hich 
the proudest should not scorn to profit by, nur 
the purest refuse to listen to* a^cirl m 

. ^^ When I left you, Henry," said Kate burst- 
ing in to a flood of tears — and she did not weep 
alone of the two — *^ when I left you, I felt my- 
self injured, betrayed, deceived ; I then had a 
proud heart and a spirit of lofty bearing, I 
could have killed th« man who wronged me, 
I did worse toyoK^for I betrayed you* Yes — 
yes — you must bear it alh It was not simply 
love for Xjayington^ dg not fency it, . It was a 



Digitized by 



Google 



sat' MttttTdN. 

s^ntimMt m^ute up of efery eVil pasBibii t&at can 
iftftmne the heart, by which I wab pdtsessed — and 
obi th^friehd—- thai d^teadfixl fiiend— Qiarlotte 
Fktoher ! By her advi<3e^ and undet* her cbun- 
iel^^ did t act. She wto old^i^ aiid there calcu-< 
latin|r, colder and mdi« worldly :-^Melrton, 
hilar im $ Lavington pfeiid her fbr her agency I 
Ob^ can I degt^ade myself by such A reca- 
pitUlatiohr' 

Heribelings ^ek^ too pdwerftd fer her, and 
stie sank ea^hau^ed oh the pillbw. 

^ OEdih yddrself, Kate," said Mertdn, in a 
tone of kb]^ci di8t)re094«^lle wa& Ustehing to a 
syren whb kad won him even ftdm his dearest 
)ot4. She was a fii}len angel, it is trae ; biit 
#hat a iltate {of him to be in. He covered his 
&ce vHth his hand, and leahed his head Upon 
the table which stood b^ide him* 

" Oh, lilehon," said the Wretched victim — 
" I dftf love you— how I should haVe loved, 
how happy we might hA^6 been, but for -^— " 

Here sh^ paused. 

Meirton filled up the hi&tif^^^^but for fVmnjf 
M^iadows." He did not utter the words: yet 
his thought^ flew like lighi^ing t6 Berkdey- 
square. 

<< Nb mfttt^r^nd ihatter ; ^t*s gone tod 
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past, Rate is lost, ftllen— yes, yes, Henry,'' 
s^id she, tBisihg btersdf in bed, '^^ Kat^ Ether^ 
ingtoh, she who Kets spumed the flower of 
the lanid — shie ^bo ha^ reje(ited th^ brigfate&t 
offers — she who was the life knd soul of societ]^ 
-^^e who v^s MUght, courted, ahd c^aressed 
by the wise, the virtuous, and the brtive'-^h^ 
who wks your wife, has been a conith6n prbsti*^ 
tute ! • True, true to the letter.— Yes, Merton^ 
yes — to buy her bread, to sare her from starving 
ioo.-^Ohy think of your poor, poor Kate, in 
a cold and wintry nighit, pi^rishing for food V* 

A second fainting ^ (from which a fldod of 
tears relieved her) endued. 

" For Heaven's sake," sAid Henry, *• spare 
me— spare yourself All this*— il is needless U) 
recur!" 

^< Quite, quite; I know that," said she* 
" Would to Hekt^n y6u had never found mei 
I could h&ve died with pleasure in an hospital 
or rn a poor-housie : I ha;d made up rhy mind 
to that; but, oh! to see you again, and thus 

** How came the re^>ort io current of your 
self-dcstinctibn?" ^id llenry, ibtlteririgly. 
^* How! do you think I could have ever 
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seemed Co live, after what happened at Paris; 
detected in rd[>bery or something, worse, 
cheating at a gambling-tabl^ ; oh! see how 
^le^ased a noble mind can be! I^ who.. in 
the plenitude of my power and gaiety, ridi* 
cukd, caricatured, and libelled a whole fiunily. 
who were only suspected of foul play at paltry 
gMin^ commerce,-*! — I could descend to 
c^eat at a public gaining-hou^e in Paris T'^ 
" Merciful powers !" said Henry* 
^^ The principle was gone at . that , time^ 
Henry f said the a^tated girl. ^^ The boun^ 
dary had b^en crossed — I had swerved from the 
path of honour. Why ?-rhow? Ob, let me 
tell you — ^let^me ring it into your ears, that 
when in happy days to com<i foacj/ofiy and wh^i 
the busy world shall. tread over my unknown 
grave, you agai^ ^ay force it on the minds of 
phildren yet .unbofn. , I was quick, taknted) 
gf^T) happy^ vivacio^; but I waa educi^d j&r 
this world; and stm^g^ ^nd wild as my |»yingr 
may seem, and unheeded as m^ goibepieeach* 
ings of an adultress and a prostitute -r-^*' j^ 
<< Oh, Kate, Kftte !'* ifi^t^upiLedvAf^rtciQi.: 
5/Suf:h isthe.&ctr' exclaimed tbet half- 
frenzied <W(>m^ /^.IJidieeded J Bay> as J9»y 
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preEcliings may be, U was because I was broiiglit 
up by personi who had not the real interests of 
a girl at heart, that I have come to this. Reli- 
0101?, Mertotij religion never was mentioned 
in the course of my education : its dutie^^ its 
doctrinei, were strangers to ttie. I had no 
fixed principle engrafted on my mind. The 
mind itself was unfortified by that which alone 
can arecure its purity — its firmness* I went to 
churchy because my Lord and Lady Castle ton 
went to church. For what! — to criticise and 
censure thd^e of our tieighbours, who by circum- 
stances or habit were fit objects of observation 
and ridicule; but for devotion — oh! I cannot 
talk — but when I think of what I might have 
been, and what I am !" 

" I will not suffer this dreadful retrospec-« 
tion/^ said Henry ; " that you are here, in sor- 
row j and in anguish, is enough* Our mild and 
cheering feith does not require this sort of con* 
fession ; it is needless — it is painful. To Him 
who knows all hearts, the repentance which 
you express, the regret which you feel, will 
doubtless be as acceptable as they are sin<> 
cere; but let me beseech you^ do not rack 
your oWn heart and mine, with a recapitulation 
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of circumstaEnces which can have no ^ct 
vpon that which is past or even to come. Yom 
said that you ef>read the report of your Sfelf- 
oittnler in Paris." 

^^ I did, determined to quit the man who, 
guilty as I was, had the heartlessnesis ^o save 
himself from suspicion, by d^nouncii^ ^nd 
threatening to discard me. I jBed, and got 
safe to England ; and here Would have led an 
honest life, if livelihood could have been 
cbtaineLl." 

^^ Surely, Kate, your accomplishments 
might——" 

^ How ? — had I a character ? — ^no, no ! that 
was gone. As a mistress of mudc and singing, 
I might else have got my bread; but the 
drawings whidi were shewn as mine, ai^ for 
which I received medals from public societie?, 
bestowed with all tlie mummery of mounte- 
banktsm, were finished by my master. The son- 
nets I wrote, the Italian imitations of Petrar^ 
were by a native of the country, whp w^^.aixM- 
micer.of Miss ¥!let(^her;s; nay, themusip wl^cb 
I composed ynfOB the production of young JUHii9, 
her retainer. Oh, MertiHi, I wba & creatjur^ 
of deception foom head to foot. I r^tmne^ f 
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say, to England^ ^11 resources failed. J was 
driven by hupger— I could not beg. Belie?^ 
me, when I tell you, I bave gladly passed the 
night upon tbe steps of doprs, over \ybidi I had, 
only a little year before, been handed to o\ir 
carriage — but spare me! Henry — spare me!" 

Henry indeed felt every disposition to spare 
her, for it was evident that the detail of these 
facts and the recollection of her past life 
caused her the most terrible emotions;^ — still 
his anxiety to know how, even in a career 
of vice, she could have fallen so low, so speed- 
ily, induced him to wish for a detail, however 
brief, of her ruinous progress to the moment 
when he found her brought as a pulprit to hear 
his accusation. 

He gathered from her narrative and from her 
;»olemn declaration, that she was wholly inno- 
cent of any participation in the .theft of the 
pocket-book. She positively denied all know- 
ledge of the man who was in custody ; ^he 
said he thrust the book into her hand in pass- 
ing; and that her terror was such when she 
saw the pursuit, that she threw it £rom her, and 
fled in an opposite direction, unconscious that 
her person could have been recognized by the 
watchman in Bond-street. 
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Henry felt relieved by the conviction that 
she was free from any participation in the pre* 
sent crime; and, after endeavoaring to soothe 
her with that tenderness of which his heart was 
full/ he commended her to the care of the 
landlady of the house and the nurse, and left 
her in a sleep produced by the exhaustion 
whi^h her apprehension, confinement, and sub- 
sequent agitation, had so naturally caused^ 
promising to be with her again early the fol- 
lowing day. 

His mind was occupied on his return to 
Berkeley -square with thoughu somewhat 
different from those which filled it when he 
kst quitted the hotel, and no part of the dread* 
ful truths which he had so unexpectedly learned 
affected him more than the apprehension of the 
dreadfiil consequences which would result to 
his gentle Fanny, when she should become ac- 
quainted with them. What heart, what con- 
stitution could endure such varied, such re- 
peated attacks as those to whidh she had now 
been constantly exposed for nearly a year, 
during which period, the mutations fibm hope 
to fear, and fironi joy to sadness, had been inces- 
sant? It was a life- of fever, and Heary 
dreaded this last accession of grief and surprise^ 
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as highly dangerous, if not absolutely fatal, to 
the suffering glrL 

He resolved upon no account lo disci oie the 
terrible secret of Kate *s sit nation and existence 
immediately, and contrived in his own mind 
many schemes and plans for breaking it by 
degrees to Mi's. Meadows^ trusting to her 
discretion to communicate it to Fanny in the 
m ost prude n t an d j u di ciou s ma n n e r> T hen h is 
thoughts turned to Mr. Sheldwick, and he 
was half resolved to make him his conlidant 
and counsellor^ but stiH he felt that he must 
go to llie hotel in the first instance^ and he 
determined to trust to chance and circum- 
stances for an ojiportunity of opening the 
fatal inteUigence to Mrs. Meadows j and if no 
such opportunity presented itself^ of putting 
himself again into the hands of his noble and 
disinterested friend, who had already secured 
the one great point, upon which nothing but 
the events of the present morning could have 
foiled or defeated him* 

Arrived at the hotel, judge his surprise at 
finding the WiUons -returned from Brighton, 
all anxiety to meet him and greet him. Some- 
diing so pleasant had occur re d-^sometbing bo 
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afreeable, so unexpected, Mrs. Wilson seemed 
actually prepared to fly into his arms. Wilson 
caught him by both hands, Mrs. Meadows 
looked attentively through her glass at the 
expression of his countenance; and Fanny, 
with cheeks glowing, and eyes sparkling with 
pleasure, bid him guess the news. ' 

<^ I cannot guess," said the broken-hearted 
young man, who knew that nothing could 
make him happy. 

^* You must," cried one. 

^^ Do," exclaimed another. 

<^ The most improbable," screamed Mrs. 
Meadows. 

" The most unlikely," added Mr. Wilson; 

*' It gives me equal pleasure with yourself/* 
said Mrs. Wilson, archly. 

♦^ What is it, my dear people ?" said Henry. 

" Oh, tell him at pnce," exclaimed Wilson. 

" I will," said Fanny : " your ticket in the 
Lottery is drawn a prize of Twenty/ Thousand 
Pounds r 

*' Indeed t" said Henry, whose joy was not 
quite so unbounded as his friends expected ; 
first because the circumstances in which he 
was involved at the moment were sufiicient to 
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damp any joy he might have felt, if he had 
actually possessed the ticket ; and secondly be- 
causBj above all other reasons for his serenity 
upon the occasion, the share in question, which 
his wife*9 creditors would not take from hirn^ 
although he had inserted it in his schedulej 
was not in his possession, having been stolen 
from him on the preceding evening in the 
identical pocket-book, his anxiety for the reco* 
very of which had brought his faithless Kale 
before his astonished eyes. 

It was evident to all the party that some 
untoward accident had occurred to Hcni Vj by 
which the advantages they had anticlptited 
from tliis sudden acquisition had been aniithi- 
latedj and upon closer enquiry he confessed so 
much of the dreadful story yet untold, as re- 
lated to his adventure and consequent robbery, 

Wilson J who was a man of businessj and 
an fait in all mercantile manoeuvres and ollicial 
punctilios, immediately pointed out the course 
to be pursued : — notice should be given lo the 
lotlery-oflSce- keeper to refuse the payment, 
affidavits were to be made ; and the number 
being perfectly known^ by the circumstance of 
Mrs. Wilson's holding the otlier half of the 
M ^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



344 MERTON. 

ticket^ the thing wa3 all as clear as lights easy, 
practicable, and indeed settled; and Henry was 
encouraged not to annoy himself in the least 
about an accident so easily to be repaired. 

Accordingly, on thorns, his eyes filled with 
the dreadful vision of his emaciated wretched 
wife, Henry remained, literally careless of his 
loss which he regarded as certain, notwith- 
standing the soothing opinion and narratiyes of 
similar cases put forth by Mr. Wilson, till past 
midnight, when he retired as usual to a sleep- 
less bed, whence he was again hurried before 
nine o'clock by his active and intelligent friend, 
who declared that no time should be lost in 
taking active measures, and who accordingly 
conveyed him at the full speed of a hackney- 
coach to the office where the ticket had been 
purchased, arrived at which, they were disa- 
greeably surprised by being informed that the 
half in question had been presented for pay- 
ment the preceding afternoon ; that the bearer 
had received the money, and as a proof thereof 
Henry was gratified with a sight of the share 
itself. 

Nothing more was to be said ; the notes paid 
might be tmced, it was true, and they would 
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do what they could, and were very sorry, and 
all that ; but my poor hero saw his usual luck 
predominating, and cutting short the plannings 
of the parties for the recovery of the property, 
drew his friend from the shop with something 
like irritation, and returned to Berkeley-square 
to report progress, and prepare for the denoue-* 
ment of the more Prions evils of his present 
situation. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 



" Oby Lore *. how are thy precious, sweetest moments 

Thus erer crossed, thus ever yexel with disappointmeDts ^ 

Now pride, now fickleness, fimtastic quarrels 

And sullen coldness give us pain hy tums^ 

Malicious meddling chance is ever busy 

To bring us fears, disquiet, and delays ; 

And e'en at last, when after all our waiting. 

Eager we think to snatch the dear-bought bliss. 

Ambition calls ns tp its sullen cares. 

And Honour, stern, impatient of neglect. 

Commands us to forget our ease and pleasures. 

As if we had been made for nought but toil. 

And Love were not the business of our lires." 

Henrt^ as we have seen, thought, upon the 
first blush of the thing, that any attempt at a 
concealment of the fiicts which had occurred al 
the pcAice-oflSce firom the Meadowses would be 
as unfeir as unavailing ; and yet he felt all the 
difficulties of disclosing an event which finally 
destroyed his hopes and those of his fond Fanny 
together. He considered the matter as he wall 
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returning from the City with Wibon, and was 
so absorbed in the engrossing subject, that he 
remained perfectly unmoved by the lamenta- 
tions which his companion ponred forth , with 
respect to the pecuniary loss be had just suffer- 
ed j and surprised and almost angered him by 
the philosophy^ not to say apathy, with which 
he encountered so important an evil. 

Partly to relieve his mind from the weight 
of such a secret, and partly to justify himself 
in W^ilson^s opinion from a charge of insensi-^ 
bility, and still more in the hope of securing 
him as a medium through which the painful 
annunciation might be made to the females of 
the family, Henry at length resolved to unbosom 
himself to his fi-iend^ and accordingly Invited 
him to a sederunt at Stevens's, in which he re- 
lated all those circumstances with which the 
reader is already acquainted. 

Wilson was overcome with astonishment and 
vezatioU) although he felt gratified that Merton 
had thus acquiltedhimself of an apparently un- 
natural stoicism with respect to the loss he had 
sustained in the lottery -ticket, and which| to 
speak the truth, had lowered his character not 
a little in Wilson's eyes. Wilson saw at onc^ 
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the difficulty and danger of again dashing the 
cup of happiness from poor Fanny's lip, and 
was moreover apprehensive that when Mrs. 
Meadows was made acquainted with this fresh 
disaster, she might be inclined to consider all 
the foregone proceedings of our hero and him- 
self as so many attempts at deception^ seeing 
that she was naturally suspicious, and seeing 
besides that the incidents were of themselves 
sufficiently romantic, sudden in their succession^ 
and varied in their character, to startle any mo- 
derate person, not fully prepared to admit the 
almost miraculous force of poor Merton-s ill- 
fortune. 

Many schemes and contrivances were pro- 
posed and discussed by the anxious young men, 
and thai which was at length adopted, aU 
though diametrically in opposition to Henry's 
original design, appeared (under the circum- 
stances at least) the most considerate to the 
tender feelings with which they had to combat. 

The state of Kate's health was such, thai 
constantly attended as she was, by two eminent 
physicians, her recoveiy appeared very impro- 
bable; and although Henry felt no base or 
selfish desire that his own happiness might bcf 
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ticcelerated by her demise, still reason and com* 
mon sense suggested, that if a short period 
should terminate the sins and sufferings of the 
unhappy girl, it would be merely an act of hu- 
manity to postpone the celebration of his mar- 
riage with Fanny by some innocent equivoca- 
tion, some justifiable evasion suited tc the pur- 
pose, rather than unnecessarily agitate her 
wounded heart, by a recital of (he &cts as they 
had really occurred, and perhaps reduce her to 
a state as precarious and doubtful as that of 
the object of their present solicitude. 

This plan was accordingly decided upon : 
Henry was to feign important business in the 
country connected with his late father^s myste- 
rious property, and thus gain time to judge 
whether his wedded wife's recovery would 
eventually bar his marriage with Fanny, or 
whether her death would leave him at liberty 
to celebrate it. It was a temporizing scheme, 
my con^ct friends will perhaps call it injudici- 
ous, although the actual state of Mrs. Mer- 
ton's health was such as to leave it extremely 
doubtful how, and when, her wretched career 
would terminate, and justified at all events to 
themselves the course they adopted. 
u5 
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Fanny and her jpother receiTed the intelli" 
gence of Henry's proposed journey, from Wil- 
son, with a feeling which those accustomed to 
disappointment are fully capable of appreci- 
ating — a painful couTiction of the truth of one's 
worst apprehensions which partake but slightly 
of surprise. 

^^I thought something would happen," said 
Mrs. Meadows—" It is not to be T 

Fanny was silent, but her lip quivered, and 
her cheek grew pale* 

*' Merely a postponement," said Wilson, af- 
fecting to be jocose — " Hope deferred." 

"Ay!" sighed Mrs. Meadows: "it is all 
mighty well to talk ; but you'll see." 

Fanny rose hastily from her chair, and quit- 
ted the room. 

" Frances, dear Frances," cried her mother, 
meaning that she should return, but she did not 
or would not hear her, and Wilson's wife fol- 
lowed her out of the apartment. 

When. Wilson was left alone with Mrs. Mea- 
dows, he felt greatly disposed, to confess the 
real state of the case, but he foresaw much vio- 
lence, and anticipated that, some decisive mea- 
sure with respect to the future intercourse of 
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tile lovers would result fix)m the intel%ence he 
should be obliged to give, if he once opened 
the subject^ and he walked to the window in. 
silence. 

" Where is Henry going, did you say ?" en* 
quired Mrs. Meadows. This point the plotters 
had not arranged. 

^^ I forget the place-somewhere in Susscoc^ 
I think," said Wilson, " but," added thejWiit 
Achates^ ^^ he will be here to takej[eave,^at din* 
ner-time." 

*^ It is altogether the most extraordinary hU* 
tory," continued the lady, in an under-tpne. 
^^ Peoplatalk of fate and destiny, and I have 
always held it quite impious to entertain a m>« 
tion of the existence of any such imaginaiy 
influence : but really and truly, the worries of 
Merton, and that poor girl, are so endless, so 
varied, s o I would stake my existence that 
they vever arc married." 

^^ Oh, my dear Mrs. Meadows," said Wil^pny 
^^look out for brighter prospects than those-; 
<:onsider, this is. but « temporary delay ; and I 
am sure, from what I have understood of the 
case, the results of the eccpeditionjn&y he— n^fj 
must be beneficiaL" 
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'^ Nous verronsy nous verronsy^ said the tno- 
the^-in-law^ shaking her head ; " but I must go 
to poor Frances. What time do youi say Mer- 
ton will be here ?" 

*^ At six, I think,*' he said. 
' And she left the room repeating ** nous t?er- 
ronSy^ with the air of one who is convinced 
that an eyil is irremediable, and feels that the 
displeasure of Providence is impending. 

The hour which was to bring Merton to the 
hotel that day came not ; he was not suffi- 
ciently an adept in dissimulation to bear up 
against the scrutiny and enquiry of three la- 
dies, all deeply interested in an affair which he 
was most desirous of keeping totally secret. 
He could write and deceive his beloved, nnder 
the impression, that it would be eventually be- 
neficial to their mutual interests, and produc- 
tive of their future happiness ; but he could 
not play the traitor in the presence of such 
sweetness and innocence, even for his own ad- 
i^antage. 

A brief note to Wilson explained, that he 
was forced away, and that he could not make 
np his mind to a formal leave-taking ; that his 
heart was bleeding at the necessity for his de- 
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parture, as sudden as unexpected| as peremp- 
tory as undesired; and enclosing a few tender 
lines to his dear Fanny, he betook himself to 
an obscure lodgings in the neighbourhood of 
that which had been taken for Kate, where he 
. could obtain daily and hourly information of 
the progress of her disorder, and whence, in 
|:he dusk of the evening, he could make his 
personal enquiries of the respectable old gen- 
tlewoman, who, with her daughter, kept the 
house in which the apartments had been se- 
cured for her. 

The scheme perfectly succeedfid, and nothing 
struck any of thfe assembled groupe, but the 
general probability that something very un- 
pleasant would result from Henry's new ex-^ 
j^i^tion. Although, it ^must be confessed, 
Wilson had unwittingly despatched him into 
Sussex, whereas ' his own letter mentioned 
Gloucestershire as the place of his destination ; 
and although Mr. Sheldwick, the most invalu- 
able and intimate friend of bis bosom, happen- 
ed to call at the hotel in the evening, and let 
fidl accidentally, that he had met Henry in 
the course of the morning, and that he had 
liever hinted one syllable about any journey 
atall. 
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This last circumstance was the, only onci. 
which tended to rouse Mrs.. Meadows'a suspi* 
cions upon this particular point ; and it cer- 
tainly did appear strange, that Henry should 
have failed to mention to Mr. Sheldwick his 
inevitable business, which related, as be had 
represented it, to affiurs in which Mr. Sheld- 
wick himself was so deeply interested. Still, 
however, he might have, had reasons for his 
silence; and the arch lady was herself quite 
enough of a manceuvrer to give all her friends 
credit for some design in every action they com- 
mitted. 

Meanwhile poor Kate's condition was wretch- 
ed beyond description. Her mind was visibly 
aflFected by the dreadful disclosure of her real 
state, while her wounded pride, her broken spi- 
rit, her abject degradation, were all wearing 
upon the animal constitution. She wandered 
in her conversation, and her sleepless nights 
were rendered horrible by visions of her former 
power and attractions. She would; rave and 
call upon her husband, upon Lady Castletpn^, 
and then upbraid them in the most violent lan- 
guage for their cruel neglect of her. Many 
dreadful disclosures which she made during 
these terrible visitations lost their effect, and 
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were rendered innocuoud, because they were 
considered mere ravings of temporary insanity ; 
but alas! there was much of what she rayed 
about tod true to be discredited, too dreadful 
to be detailed ! 

Wilson was Henry's sole confidant in the 
conduct of this affitlr: he regularly called on 
him in the obscure lodging which he had taken 
in Poland-street, into whose recesses no cog- 
nizable being was liisely to intrude, alid where 
h^ always lay perdn till the shades of night &• 
youred his stolen visits to. the neighbouring 
house, which contained the wretched invalid. 

Merton's tender nature Was deeply afflicted 
by the sight of his perishing, once blooming 
yirife. There ever iningled with his regret a 
feeling of remorse : he was conscious that he 
Aocf deceived her, that in &ct his misconduct 
had been legally and morally aceoiknted and 
held to be a justification of her's, and with this 
consideration on his mind, it was impossible fi>r 
him to behold the rapid and awfiil decay of all 
her perfections, without a sensation of torturing 
anxiety, made still more painfiil by the certainty 
of its inutility. 

It had been arranged in the formation of 
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their scheme, that Henry shoulcl write diTring 
his absence under cover to Wilson, and that 
Wilson should, under ther pretext of getting 
flunks, or for some other equally useable reason, 
undertake to enclose and forward PannyV 
letters to Henry; each of these exemplary 
young men exerting all their powers to carry 
on the deception, because they were cohvinced 
that they were acting for the best. 

A week had nearly elapsed since Merton 
vent from town, as they thought, and still,' 
(though at a heayy pace it must be confessed^) 
the preparations for the marriage went on pro* 
gressively; the various purchases incidental 
to such a ceremony were made, but Mrs. Mea- 
dows felt at the moment she was buying any 
piece of lace, or silk, or satin, or whatever it 
might be, that the ill-fortune which hung over 
her intended son-in-law would somehow in- 
terfere with the peaceful celebration of that 
event which was the immediate cause of the 
disbursement. Every step which was taken- 
Vras taken because it could do no harm to take 
it; but still they were leading a life of nega-* 
tives, and Fanny was sufficiently accustomed 
to disappointments to participate in her mo- 
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therms feelings^ and oft«n in her expressron of 
them. 

Amongst other decorations suited to the 
approaching gaieties, artificial flowers (and 
amongst those there really are ix)ses without 
thorns) were considered essentials, and accord- 
ingly search was made amongst the co^mc of 
Mrs. Meadows's acquaintance for some artiste^ • 
from whose hands should come those gracefhl 
garlands which would mock eren nature her* 
self, and delude the very bees and butterflies 
into a belief of their reality : after much re- 
search, they discovered that one of the staff at 
Howell's and James's happened to know a 
French lady who had just arrived from the 
Rue Richelieu, who was a perfect Jloriste /— ^ 
there never had been seen any thing so in- 
imitably good as her roses; her jasmines defied 
all rivalry; in short, if she could only be 
prevailed upon to permit Mrs. Meadows to see 
her collection before it was given generally to 
the w(^ld, it would be an object, which, to the 
miserable man-miUiner who was talking about 
it, appeared of the most vital importance. 

Thus, tempted, Mrs. Meadows and Fanny, ' 
tinder the directions of the shopman, were 
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driven to the apartments of Mme. Delamotte, 
which were situated in Poland-street, where 
they succeeded in finding her at home, 8ur« 
rounded by band-boxes full of blue barley^ 
corns, and red hop-flowers, and scarlet jasmines^, 
and yellow-roses, with wire sprigs of brown 
myrtles, bearing white beads, and crimson 
jonquils with straw-coloured leaves, and in 
short, of all the tawdry trumpery which, to 
the disgrace of decent society, is imported at at 
profligate expense, smuggled into the country 
to the injury of the revenue, sought, admired, 
and worn, because it is foreign, while the 
industrious Englishwoman, whose talents if 
similarly applied, would produce equally beau'^ 
tiful results, is left neglected to pine and per- 
haps starve in her obscurity, or at best carry 
about a magpie's cage lined with oil-skin, in 
which the French frippery id to be conveyed 
through the streets, to its firivolous patronesses. 
Have any of my male r^ujers. ever visited a 
flower and feather merchant's horde in cOm* 
pany with a couple of selecting ladies ?- If there, 
be one of the number who has ever done this 
deed, and really knows how (fear^ those dar« 
Tmg women do love to toss ^nd luikble over. 
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every parcel and packet, and ransack every 
band-box and bundle within their reach, to 
him do I appeal for the truth of the assertion 
which I make, that Mrs. Meadows and her 
daughter remained rummaging over, and trying 
on, every article in poor S([me. Delamotte's 
collection, till it became so dark that they could 
not distinguish a rose from a ranunculus, and 
departed at last in the dusk, just in time to 
dress for dinner, having purchased nothing 
except a small bottle of esprit'de^rosef one box 
of pastilles, and one tube of Jean Farina's 
indubitable. 

It was, as I said, quite dusk when they began 
to descend from Mme, Delamotte's repository ; 
indeed so obscure was it, that Mrs. Meadows,^ 
who preceded her daughter, had nearly preci- 
pitated herself from the top to the bottom of 
the flight of stairs. 

** JrrSteZf Madame," said Mme. Delamotte ; 
" Ma chere Marie cherchez une lumiere." 

Saying which, she proceeded to second her 
appeal to the maid servant, by ringing the bell 
of the drawing-room, and Mrs. Meadovirs re- 
traced her step, or steps, to the door of the. 
apartment, there to wait, until the light should 
be procured. Fanny was behind her. 
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In this interval, and just at the moment in 
Mrhich Marie was approaching with the can- 
die, the door of the room immediately above 
them was shut, and a man hastily stepped 
down the upper flight of stairs. Owing to the 
obscurity of the open apartment, he saw no- 
body in the doorway of the drawing-room ; but 
as the light gleamed flill on his face in de- 
scending, Mrs. Meadows and Fanny at the 
instant saw that it was — Mr. Henry Merton. 

He proceeded along the hall, opened the 
door, went out, and shut the door after him. 

" Frances,'* said Mrs. Meadowd, as if she 
had seen a dreadful vision. 

*' I saw it," replied the poor girl : — and un- 
able to stand, she caught at her mother's arm, 
and sank into a chair. 

^ Ahy mon Dieu ! — et Mademoiselle est ma- 
lade ?" cried Mme. Delamotte. 

*^ Stay," said the English maid-servant. " I'll 
run for some water." 

" Vite, ma chire, vite doncT 

And away flew the maid. 

Fanny remained insensible; but a speedy 
application of water to her pale cheeks, and a 
variety of those indescribable essences and 
esprits in which such a magasin could not 
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&il to abound^ to her temples and nostrils, 
soon restored the unhappy sufferer to a sense of 
her miseries and her wrongs. 

" Who," said Mrs. Meadows, to the Eng-. 
lish maid, knowing that the fair Jloriste could 
not understand her — " who is the gentleman 
above stairs ?" 

^^ His name is Smith, I believe, ma'am ; he 
has only been here about a week," said the 
woman : " there is a lady in the next street 
whom he knows, and he goes there every 
evening about this time." 

Mrs. Meadows would not have made this en- 
quiry in the hearing of Fanny, could she have 
anticipated such ap answer. Fanny had again 
fainted; indeed she continued in such a dreadful 
state of agitation, that it was with difficulty she 
could be conveyed home in the carriage which 
had brought them, and which, to add to the 
disagrimens of the affair, Mrs. Meadows had 
borrowed from a very punctilious and particu- 
lar old gentlewoman of her acquaintance. 

This last occurrence was extremely unfortu- 
nate, because, my poor hero himself was per- 
fecdy unconscious of the sensation he had 
created, or the discovery he'had brought about, 
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for he did not see either fifrs. Meadows or her 
daughter ; and the total dissimilarity of the an* 
tique vehicle which was standing at the door 
of the hoase, when he went out, from the well- 
known oliye-green chariot with thedark*brown 
liveries, prevented his surmising that its tenants 
were persons so interesting to himself and whose 
presence there was fraught with such important 
consequences. 

Mrs. Meadows and Fanny both resolved to 
preserve a perfect silence on their return home, 
as to what they had seen ; for they felt assured, 
by the various stories Wilson had told, and the 
officiousness with which he continually forward- 
ed and received the letters of Henry and his 
afBanced fair one, that he was an accomplice in 
the plot, and had lent his aid to a scheme of 
deception apparently as unprincipled and 
heartless as ever was contrived by moital man. 

The depression and altered manner of Fanny, 
however, spoke the truth .in silent eloquence; 
and Mrs. Wilson, who was pretty well accus- 
tomed to the changes of expression which, 
under varying circumstances, animated her 
friend's beautiful countenance, saw in the down- 
cast eye, the pallid cheek, the abstracted look, 
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the starting tear, indtcatiom of some dreadful 
event, which evidently had occurred ; but not 
being herself in the secret of Merton's real situ- 
ation^ she had no suspicion whence could have 
arisen the new evil which ^e was quite con- 
vinced had assailed her ill-&ted favourite. 

Meanwhile the distant and reserved behaviour 
of both Mrs. Meadows and Fanny to Wilson, 
and the restraint under which they spoke to him 
and of Henry, were perfectly visible to him, 
but he endeavoured to rally from the feeling 
with which it inspired him, and persuade him- 
self that he was mistaken — all, however, vms in 
vain , and nobody was sorry when the evening 
closed : and Fanny and her mother retired to 
the dressing-room of the latter, in order to hold 
a council upon the state of the family politics. 

Mrs. Meadows declared that Fanny ought 
never to see Merton again ; that to ask any ex- 
planation of such behaviour as his would be 
perfectly derogatory ; that the whole affair ap- 
peared to be a studied insidt ; and the associa- 
tion of Wilson with Merton in the conduct of 
it, the most unprovided treachery that ever ^as 
practised upon confiding and affectionate 
fnends. The only point worthy of considera- 
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tion was, how to break off tfie afiair with pro*' 
per dignity and temper, since this second defec- 
tioh of her wavering lover could not be pallia- 
ted by any of those excuses which he made when 
Miss Etherington drew Iiim from his allegiance 
to Fanny, and which, grounded upon truth as 
they then evidently were, had upon that occa- 
sion been admitted. 

Still Fanny could not hear of the necessity of 
" breaking off" the match ; she yet hoped that 
he might explain or extricate himself if an 
oj^rtunity were afforded liim. Had he no re- 
lations, of v/hom they did not know ; was he 
not even now performing some pious duty to 
a sick friend ? 

" Friend ! my dear," said Mrs. Meadows : 
" it is a lady ! The days of Platonism are over ; 
besides, .what relation can he have ? None 
of the Mildenhall family would be lodging in 
Poland-street, and he has no relations but the 
Mildenhalls." 

. " His life has been made up of such extraor- 
dinary incidents^" said Fanny. 

" Frances, my deair love^ do not attempt to 
defend or extenuate such conduct. I have no 
patience with your philosc^hy and calmness. 
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You have itot the common spirit of a woman i 
discarded, rejected, and abandoned for the se- 
cond time, even now you persist in pleading for 
the man who has so deeply, so wantonly, and 
so basely wronged you." 

** What object could he have in such con- 
duct ?" asked the daughter. 

" A lady, my dear : — did not you hear what 
the woman said ?'V replied the parent. 

" Yes, ray dear mother," said Fanny : " but 
it does not necessarily follow that it should be 
a young lady." 

" Young ! What has youth to do with it, 
qhild?" answered Mrs. Meadows : "youth is 
by no means an indispensable quality with 
men who know how to appreciate female at- 
tractions." Saying which, she rose from her 
seat, and looking at herself in the glass, which 
was placed over the fire-place, smoothed with 
her taper snow-white fingers the jet black 
brows which arched over her sparkling eyes, 
and pushed back the curls which -had fallen 
loosely over her polished forehead. 

" I cannot believe him guilty of such shame- 
ful conduct," said Fanny, who looked another 

VOL. III. N 
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way, that^he might not let her mother «ee that 
she observed her little mancBuvres* 

" What do you propose, then, my obstinate 
girl?'* asked Mrs. Meadows. "We know 
that Wilson is in the secret, whatever it may 
be: can you condescend to let him know that 
you are aware of the manoeuvrings which are 
going forward^ and ask him to explain — can 
you subject yourself to the mortification of 
being known to have watted till you were cast 
eflF by a lover, to reject him? That would 
not be good policy, surely : you had better get 
a charactier for fitikleness, than proclaim your- 
self to the world^a forsaken damsel. 1 have no 
patience with either one or the other of the 
men in the bu^niess: ;. Iind yourdear friend, Mrs. 
Wilson too, '«he must be «x^remely candid and 
affectionate,^ not to h'kvt told you all dhe'kwew 
about it. Left tis^ however, get to bed, and. coh- 
sult our f>ilh>W8 upon the best mode ofprocefed- 
ing. I shall %ay nothing more to influence your 
conduct tipbh the odcasimi than I hayd said 
already : I know-how I should act under similar 
circumstances, if the case were ihini^ • It is, 
however, your Itfair; and if, as I said before, 
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j^w spirit Cftn 1[>r6ok subii iti^ok^ — if, in fiict, 
your love has so complelely absorbed evei^ 
other feeltRg—wby,. then, by eil means, degrade 
yourseUyand condoscetid to come to terms with 
your "flying swain. If not, make up your mind to 
break off the connexion at cmce, and we will 
leave town to««iorrow, either for France^ or for 
Brighton, or some other place, away from Lon- 
don, where time and xeason will reconcile yoa 
to that which, I am sure, if not a.doty to me, 
is an imperative duty which you owe to your« 
self/' 

' . Saying which, and vrisbing her child a good 
night, she imprinted a parental kiss upon her 
snowy cheek, and dismissed her; rang for her 
maid, and proceeded to . th^ operations of the 
nocturnal U^ette. ; . 

In die mean, time, Wilson «nd his wife had 
been holding a midnight council aUa; in.which 
she expressed her astonishn^ent at Fanny's aU 
tered mamier to both of thti^. Hia efnrprise 
was less extrnragant than heif's,vbecau0e]ie felt 
that something :mi^ have transpired ^O'Ocea^ 
sion the change, al^ugh he eouid not i^ all 
imagine how even ^the discovery that fienry's 
j^ife was actually living could/ indite any 
n3 
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thing like anger or dtssBttsfaction oii the part 
of the Meadowses towards him. 

" It is quite evident,'* said Wilson,' " that 
something very extraordinary has occurred." 

• " From the time they returned from shop- 
ping/' said his lady, '^ I observed the altera- 
tion : indeed Fanny, I believe, had been taken 
very ill while they were out, which delayed 
them so much, that old Mrs. Grimsby sent 
here to enquire after her carriage, which she 
had lent Mrs Meadows, in consequence of one 
of her own horses having been lamed." 

• " Fahhy had been ill !" said Wilson : " per- 
haps, then, that might have given the appear* 
ance of coldness." 

^' No, no : there was a decided and marked 
change. And when I asked where they had 
been to get some French essences and Eau de 
Cologne, -which they brought in with them, 
Fanny merely said, * At the French milliner's 
we had been speaking of ;' and then the con- 
versation dropped. So unlike her unreserved 
manner, in which, at another time, she would 
have described every thing she had seen, par- 
ticularly at a place where she knew I was to 
have gone when they first got the direction^: 
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for, till to-day, they never knew that the florist 
lived in Poland-street." 

" What street, my life ?'■ said Wilson. 

*^ Poland-street," answered his placid lady. 

" Poland devils !" exclaimed Wilson. 

"George—" 

^' 1 see it all ! I know it I — the whole thing 
is found out !" 

"What!" 

" Good heavens ! only think — ^is the woman's 
name Delamotte ?" 

«Itis. What then?" 

" Never mind, never mind. What on earth 
shall I do? This is the. most. embarrassing, 
afiair. Of all streets in the worlds to think: of 
their going to Poland-street ! and of. all milli- 
ners in Poland-street, to Mrs. Delamotte's!" - 

Any body accusjtomed to the . usages of do^ 
mestic life^ or the customs of ^married people in 
particular, will perceive in a moment .that nei- 
ther the conversation nor the secret could rest 
where it was. Wilson had gone too.far to re- 
cede 'r andf as it was evident ttiat an eclaircisst>' 
ment musit take place speedily, he took credit to 
himself for disclosing the whole story to his 
wifei whose anger against poor Fanny was in- 
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itantty turned to sorrow and compassions for it 
\%aa plain and clear, igt orant as they were how 
the discovery had been made, or how much of 
the secret had actually been developed, that 
the viiit to Poland-street was intimately con- 
nected with the change of manner in their 
friends; and that that, which they at first 
attributed to caprice or ilUhuniouf} was founded 
in grief and mortification, arising fi"om events 
in which it was equally certain the ladies had 
imagined that Wilson had unnecessarily mixed 
himself up. 

Mrs- Wilson's idea of the thing was simply 
this, — tliat if her husband had trusted her with 
the whole truth in the first instance^ it would 
have been by far the best and the wisest thing he 
could have done ; an opinion in which, feeling 
as I do, that there is no friend to man so true, 
so real, and so good as woman, I am very much 
inclined to agree with her, 'Wt 

Having now detailed the proceedings of the 
two councils which wei'e simultaneously held 
in differ eat apartments of Thomas's Hotel, it 
will be but fair and proper to give my reader 
that, which no individual of the four lai?t men* 
iioned persons enjoyed during the remainder of 
the eventful night-^1 mean a little repose* 
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CHAPTER XXII. 



.^* And will jou eT«r be ikxn Mfidy my lord ? 
Ever thus clukrmi^,? eyer tbxm, mM99r^ 
Will not reflection freeze tiiis marriage nectar ? 
Will not your draughts of love be bitter, think you, 
When longer mixed with pleasure's wormwood — wife? ' 



It was now clear ic^ Witeoft that an ample 
.expUmaiion of all the circumslancea was doe 
AQt only to the Meadowses, but to the chaite- 
4er of hiB friend^ and the only question which 
remained undecided was how to make that 
explanation in the manner least emulated to 
distress of disturb the innocent object of their 
solicitude. 

It was at letigth agreed that Mrs. Wilson 
should undertake to prepare the mind» of the 
female patt of the &mily for the dread&l dlsi 
closure^ while hm hudh«id proceeded to Hemy 
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to communicate the discovery >vhich he had 
no doubt had been made, but to what extent 
even he was yet ignorant. 

All their schemes and designs, however, 
were frustrated and rendered abortive by the 
unexpected arrival of a note from Lady Castle- 
ton, addressed to Mrs. Meadows, and which, 
while it confirmed the truth of Merton's resi- 
dence in the place where they had seen him, 
accounted for his conduct by the following 
sadden dSnouemeni of all the hidden circum- 
stances connected with his retreat : 

Grosyenor-squarey Thursday. 

^^ Dear Madam, 

. f< I feel quite sure thai you will excuse the 
abrupt manner in which I break the continued 
silence which we have mutually observed to- 
wards each other for some months back, when 
you know the nature of the appeal 1 am about 
to make to you. 

, " There are certain rules and regulations 
by which society is maintained in certain 
classes ; from a violation of which, results, as I 
am sure I need hardly add, certain and unqna- 
lifi2d expulsion ; but fJbelings and affections are 
not to be governed by such strict and rigid dis^ 
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cipline. You will, I am quite convinced, enter 
into my views when I explain more distinctly 
what I mean. 

^^ I have just heard that my once gay and 
lively Kate Etherington is still alive, and in the 
most unhappy circumstances : she is fallen 
into the very depths of misery and wretched^ 
ness ; but I was pleased to hear that her husr 
band, putting away the remembrance of his 
wrongs, has behaved to her in the most 
humane and exemplary manner. How to ad- 
dress him I know not, except through yoa; 
and I conclude, firom what I ha^e recently heard, 
that you are acquainted with his present place 
of residence. 

" Of course I, no more than yourself,' can 
come forward personally in the business ; but 
whatever aid and assistance my lord and my- 
self can contribute m the cause, we are most 
anxious to oiBTer : whatever may have been the 
&ults and follies of both parties, their con- 
tinued sufferings have amply punished them, 
and we feel bound, without committing our- 
selves openly, to do every thing we can at this 
crisis to soothe and soften the poor young 
creatures' sufierings. 

n5 
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V «^ To tell y^u the real ti!atb, I lia?e Mt 
some repugnance in writing, to < Mr, MertCHi 
direct; for his conduct, whatever it may ap- 
prar to the world^^ has so greatly displeased 
Lord Castleton, that he,^ in fact, proposed 
my fiddresdng you en this delicate subjects- 
All I want to know is, the real state of Kale's 
beahh, and what hkr husband's mws ate witk 
respect ttE> her -future existeneew It is to that; 
point my lord. and mytelflbok; because^ if 
she could be removed to pure aii* and a qmeC 
residence in the country, her health ongbt foe 
restored, and she might pass her life in a re- 
pentant solitude, eompSaratindy haippyw 

"We have only heard the outline of the 
case fSrom one of the MArlborough^-street 
justices, who happened to dine in tsompany 
with Lord Castleton at some eharitable tavehi 
meeting; We are, I repeat, extremely anxious 
to know &rt(her particulars;* and concluding 
that you are likely tobave the best kno^edgii 
of the &cft8, 1 have written to jtmtat advice 
^and infimhattonr^ ♦ 

^ I need not a^m entreat you to forgive 
what may appear an intritsiim ; tlie vnucmth of 
my feelings must plead an. excusie; . WiA my 
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best remembrancoB to Miss Mfsadows, beli^ye 
me, dear madaiDy . . 

"Your'sfidthfally, 

^^ JuLIANi^ CaSTLBTOII." 

Whether this letter was intented aa an iiif 
suit, er whether it waa written with that inat- 
tention, to little things wl^ah greai paofde 
Qccaak>nan]r display, I know aot^-^is eflboi 
was dreadful; the whole tremendous truth 
humt iLt'Once upra. the- trembling giii aqd her 
astonished mother. ^ 

• Fanny did not uUeitajyllaUe, but sat her- 
self quietly down in a filmir, and fixad luir eyes 
stedfiistly upon the ground, Tiie How was 
too powerful ei^en tO' rally ag^iqyt^ and aha 
looked aa if she IiikI subanttid hersdf etarnidly 
and entirely io fiOew 

r Mrs. Meadows was ovserwhehoMdat tfaeiom 
ldligence,.and at the ^peal contained ia Ijady 
Ciup^letop'8j#t|<er$ .she was ang97 Jt^i^J^wd mea* 
sure, ap4 Wf^ ^var in her ^laind the ?ariona 
mpdes of rev^ngii^ t);^ a^QDl whiiQh she con- 
ceived herXadysl^p wisant toij^flict.ypon.ber^ 
byibei^U0at|on. ¥^ b^r I^dy^hip waaji 
Couttt^fs;^ mif i>arhapS| mi$ only jiQoy^ ^ 
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such apparently strange conduct by the 
strength of her feelings towards Kate : if that 
were the case, Mrs. Meadows thought how 
agreeable it would be to be joined in a benevo- 
lent pursuit with a person of her Ladyship's 
consideration. 

While she was thus doubting what course to 
pursue, and while poor Fanny was ^tting ab- 
sorbed in grief, Wilson and his wife entered 
the room, prepared for a disclosure of the 
event, with which their unhappy friends had so 
abruptly been made acquainted. -^ 

All the difficulties they had anticipated 
were, however, now superseded, and all the ma- 
ncBttviings they had designed rendered quite 
unnecessary, by the announcement to them of 
the intelligence contained in the Countess's 
note, which Wilson (whose mind was free froii 
the unqualified admiration of nobility which 
so entirely possessed that of Mrs. Meadows) 
proclaimed to be one of the most heartless and 
malicious productions he had ever seen* 

Fanny, who could bear her heartfelt dit- 
tresses with placid composure in solitude, 
found the effort to restrain her grie^ wh^i the 
Bubject came to be opeoly agitated and gene-^ 
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rally discussed, too great for her gentle'nature : 
^he burst into a flood of tears, and rushed fron^ 
the room in an agony, followed by her dear 
friend, Mrs. Wilson. > 

' Thus left together, Mrs. Meadows and Wil- 
son talked the matter over, and argued . and 
discussed, and reasoned and descanted : but^ 
ala§ ! discussion and arguments, reasonings 
and descantings, were vain in such an affiiir. 
The fact that Merton's wife was alive . was an 
insuperable bar, as the law had said, to his 
marriage with Fanny. It was liighly probable 
under the present circumstances, that a divorce 
might be obtained hereafter ; but the process 
was costly and difiicult, its results hazardous,; 
and, moreover, the actual existence of his for- 
mer wife, even if the forms of church and state 
permitted a second marriage, would be a con- 
stant subject of distress and uneasiness to poor 
Fanny, who her mother said she was quite cer- 
tain never would consent to avail herself of 
any legal dispensation to succeed to the pos- 
session of Merton, during Kate's life. 
' Thus, then, thecase stood : undoubtedly and 
decidedly the marriage must be . postpone 
until Kate's demise. . She was young ; and 
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although her health and oonstitution might 
hajte been iseriojusly > impaired by her «hoft 
career. <if dSssipatidA and dktrae^ youth, and 
the careful attention which ^as tiow^ bestowed 
upon her, wduld juo^t likdy cestoid faor: in- 
deed, her death was not to be. apprehended i 
nor could Mri.^Meaddws censeiA to p9ace h^-» 
self or her daughter in such cheumstandei as 
might expose them :tO'tlw impntation of wishi* 
ing for such an eveitt; ' = * v 
' .Afas. IVfeadowsvfek deeply and bkterly both 
for her child and Mertbn ; and therefore, when 
she icame to the determination, whieh she did^ 
at the close of her confer^ce with Wihon, .to 
put an end* to* ibe connexion at once, and de& 
nitively and decidedly terminate ail fitrtber in** 
tercourse Between my poor hero and Faraiy^ 
she only conndered what measunea wsonld be 
the least wounding ox irritating to the suffering 
lovers, and faow the eternal eepaijation, whicb 
was about io take piaoe between them, covdd 
be most delicacy and "safely brought aboiit* '*, 
Wilson, was Mertoln*B£iecid----aiMl^ iramaoai 
ioo : tie at first proieated against a measure so 
litrong ami tmcjualified as that which ^MaL 
Meadoii^^appemmi ffesolved^poa teHog ; tal 
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ihfere Was $q mUch ^ood senoe in what she 
•atd-r-Bueh an f^^pMont inufiUty in maintain^ 
ingatiifritatiog im^rccmrse. between th^ youi^ 
pe<^lQ^,wbitih «0dld not «od happily or satjis* 
frctoiily^^ao xmich groiitid for. illrnatare, oen- 
flttpe^ aild i!iUicii)e> ii^ an adquaiotibnce so cpn* 
tinuisd^-lliai. eveh{^ V !mi9 4^Uged to ^^b^lit 
lo the cQdI^.i;kar^^ami4rt^ii^[Mi8liipned sMgg^ 
tioiis of t)ie. pcditic ' iiiipther> whp; wfts deeply 
and suddenly smitten with the misrepr^s^tf^r 
lions . and calnBU^ies^ ^i^deatly .pvodu^eable by 
her sanction: ofift»efa an wtr^ngeqieQt its sb^ 
had no doubt thfi lo^ierfk wouljd suggest ; pame^ 
ly^.a patient dday until , circumstanQ^ 8houl4 
&TOur tfaeip union. 

What she- lidded to all her former ob^rva^ 
tions upte the affiur was. equoUy ijeaspnable ; 
she remarked, that howeTerdecidejd and strong* 
ly desired .the separation between Francjss a.nd 
Henry mi^bt actually be^ still, as .all tbe world 
knew, hearts were not lo be oontrdUed, though 
bands might ; and that therefere ti^e^e loyersj 
if they cbdae' to nurse iheir .hopeless paasion^ 
were still able in their own> faceasts to n^intai^ 
and nouric^ the afieciion they theif fcU. Ther^ 
ibe added^ the had no power, nor. should «(^ 
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ever attempt to influence her daughter by 
any new proposal, however advantageous ; tior 
should she check or curb the sorrow which she 
foresaw must have its way : but that her duty 
toherself and her child rendered it positively 
necessary that she should preserve her from the 
imputation of indelicacy and want of feelings 
,v4uchshe was sure she must incur by remain- 
ing longer in liondon, and admitting the visits 
ofMerton. 

. Wilson was charged to communicate all this 
to Heniy, to soothe and console him, with mh 
surancea of the continued respect and com- 
miseration of both Mrs.. Meadows and her 
daughter ; and to appeal to his own good sense 
and regard for them, for a justificatiQii of the 
conduct bis <»ice4ntended mother-in-litw had 
been induced to axlopt. 

Mrs. Meadows farther professed it to be 
part of her scheme to leave town that day, so 
that her prudent and parental resolution might 
not be endangered by a personal appeal from 
the yo^ng people. Bath was the place of des- 
tination named in the first instance; but, a^ the 
journey vtras political, it did not appear at all 
certain . that Bath would be finally fixed upon 



Digitized by 



Google 



AERTOk. 281 

for ft settled residence. To go soiriewhefe^ 
anywhere, was the great object ; and, accord^ 
ingly, Frances was forthwith informed of t\\^ 
decision of her mother, and prepared herself^ 
placidly and without a murmur, to take that 
step, which was tantamount to a surrender of 
all her hopes of earthly happiness. - 

It was impossible, however, to quit London^ 
which held her hearths lord : it was impossible 
to give him up for ever, and with him all tfa6 
brightest prospects of her life, without one last 
adieu ; and when she had heard and admitted 
the justice of her mother's arguments, which 
came to her ear softened by words of hope, 
(which in point of fact Mrs. Meadows used but 
to soothe her temporarily, and which she in- 
tended gradually to destroy at her leisure and 
as opportunity best suited,) Fanny hastily wrote 
a few lines to Henry, her eyes flowing with 
tears, her hand cold and trembling, her heart 
beating and aching, her h^d throbbing ^th 
agony. • - 

" The hour is at last come, when otir 
wretched fate is finally decided — we are awak- 
ened from a happy dream to certain wretched- 
ness. Honour, principle, justice^ and reason^ 
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demand, <tbe sacrifice which I am called upon lo 
make; I go.firofD you yol«nurily**perhap9 
fitemally ; I iee, I know that itisijgbt, I thm»r 
fiupedo it cbeeiittllyv Thi^ brighter days may 
be la 9tore |br ^ouy will be my constant prayer. 
Mjf .doom 19 sealed: but I could not leaye you 
for ever, without cme las^ adieu. May Heaven 
l^ll^ youy d^eaiest^ dearest Henry! In this 
workl we m^et no:m9i:e : but my heart will be 
with yqu always upd for ever. 

^^ Toui^^s eternally. 

And, so, at my reader wUl perceive by 
these few Unes, the artiest, affiM^tionate, devoted 
Fanny completely defeated and overturned all 
the vreUrregolated plana of her manceuvring 
mother. With this one sad remembrance in his 
hewing, wo^ld Merton'a a&ction for his be- 
loved ever relax ; would tiipe, or plac% or c^r« 
cumstaace^ change Or weaken sucU & pafisioa? 
No ! The end was answered to the eye of the 
world, and what was due to society was done ; 
but never were hearts more firmly vmited than 
those of. Meiton aiid Fanny Meadows, when 
they were torn asunder on this event^ day« 

The moment Wikson communicated his inei* 
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sage, Hehry riished frotn bifl obscure ludg* 
ings, half mad with ihe inteUigence he had 
received, and flew to the hotel once more lo 
entreat, to itnplone, to explain, to protest ; 
but he reached Berkeley " square just ten 
minutes after his beloved had quitted it. He 
found Mrs, Wibon in tears. The commise- 
ration of the ki ad-hearted creature soothed 
him ; and he remained riveited, spell-pound^ 
as it were, to the table, at which his Fanny a 
short time before bad been sitting, and whence 
she had despatched her lai*ewell note ; and there 
he sat and liagered on, talking to Wilson and 
his wife iVuitle^ly and vainly of all his hopes, 
his fears, his wishes, and intentions. 

Meanwhile Kate continued rapidly to re- 
cover ; and Henry began to consider what sum 
would be uec69Bary to place her in a quiet re- 
tirement in the country, and consulted there- 
upon hifl friend Mr. bheldwick, who, after ex- 
pressing his sorrow at the circumstances, and 
his extreme disgust at the com! act of Lady 
Castleton, (whose letter to Mrs. Meadows 
remained unanswered,) proceeded to enlighten 
Henry's mind very considerably as lo the pro- 
cess of divorce ; which extremely elated and 
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cheered my hero, who, by the aid of Mr. 
Sheldwick's professional advice, clearly saw 
aq extrication from all his diflBculties, through 
the saTing intefere;nce of the House of Lords, 
it seeming to the said Mr. Sheldwick a matter 
of no great difficulty to procure the desired 
remedy for his evils, ^ under circumstances so 
peculiar and painful as those by which his case 
was distinguished. 

. All these hopes were however killed, when 
Wibon distinctly told him that any exertions 
touching this measure would be unavailing, as 
far as they related to a consequent marriage 
with Fanny^ because both she and her mother 
had avowed their irrevocable determination 
that she should not enter into any such alliance 
during the existence of his present wife. 

At this he murmured, as was natural, and 
begged his friend to mediate for him : but 
Wilson, true to both parties, declined being 
the channel of any renewed correspondence, 
and spoke with (what Henry considered) ^ucH 
unnecessary harshness upon the occasion, that 
my hero and his fKend parted in a manner un- 
usual and unaatisfectory in the extreme to both 
of them. 
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' tt is curious to bbfiefve, that, under s6m« 
circumstances, even good-fortune itself is si 
source of discontent. Henry, whode fate per- 
vades and characterizes every action and inci- 
dent of his life, had the pleasure to receive a 
waim and cordial invitation from Sir Heni-y 
Musgrave, immediately on his arrival in Lon- 
don ; and that gallant oiBcer not only ratified 
all Sheldwick's promises, but added ten thou- 
sand pounds to the sum stipulated for by that 
gentleman, thus putting his half-brother into 
]X)ssession of fifty thousand pounds. 
. At any other time, this certain fortune would 
have been perfect happiness : at present, nei- 
ther this, nor the assidious kindness of his 
newly-gained relation, could cheer his wretch- 
edness. He resolved, however, to make one 
more efibrt ; and discovering that Mrs. Mea- 
dows, having let her villa in Surrey, had taken 
a residence near the sea, in Devonshire, he 
wrote her a long and animated letter, entreat- 
ing that she would relax in the severity* of her 
decision on the subject of his marriage, assure 
ing her that a divorce might be obtained ; and 
that it was cruel and unjust to delay the happ 
pinessof two fond lovers, by scruples which 
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were^ in point ofi fact, uniin|K>clmt, and wkich 
every-di^y occurvenoes proved, to haye no 
weight widn society. 

He qK>ke of his unfortunate wife, whose 
health, though still delicate, vk^s inucli tm*' 
pfovfd ; stated that he bad secured her a quiet 
retis^t.at a.farmrhouse, in Bedfordshife, where, 
ii^aeclusion and«s(ditade, he had hopes that she 
might lead a Mfe of repentance, fi>r the termi- 
nation of which she. might furepare henself with 
meekness and. resignation* 

How well Mr. Henry Merton understood 
the female, character, I do not pretend to :8ay ; 
but when it appears, |is it does in this letter, 
that he yoxpected such a> woman as Kate Ekhe'' 
rlngton to renoance<allthefM>mpsftnd viinkies 
of the worbd, and sink .under .her misfortunes 
into thatjuietobseimty ofa Bedfoi^kbire &rm- 
hQU8e,iand Beconcile ihesself . to ^vsocietyvt>f 
imstic twoii&ers, iby wa7>df aubstitsiles for 'the 
•<^ gallant |(ByJjotfaariW.V whQ.beri^oforerbad 
swelled the Ikta.of her:^¥»b|eot8 ; pevhapa ^my 
reader himself will 4q me dhe&^our toesdr 
mate the extent- (rf'.hiaiknowledgpeiin that par- 
tifoular* • ■ '• t-- • :.^ =■ ., : .* -^ i -, • 
^. Whatever . might ^a?e been hts , hopes. Of 
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wkhee upon the subject nearest hk heart, tbe 
letter, in whi(ji be lH*eatbed forth soch jnotiB 
anticipations of bis wife's acajendment, had not 
tbe effect which he imagined it likely to pro- 
duce. Mrs. Meadows returned « plain, cold, 
and determined i^iswer. Frances was ex- 
tremely unwell; any agitation would only in' 
crease her illness ; and she had not mentioned 
his appeal to her, because she and her daugb« 
ter had definitively made up their minds upon 
the subject, and their resolution was not to be 
shaken. 

TJnder these circumstances, Henry, aiBuent 
and at ease as he was in all worldly matters, 
remained still the unhappy creature he appear. 
«d doomed etemaHy tobe; and hardjiy knowv^ 
ing what to do, or boW to act; accepted the 
cordial invitatioh of his half-bpotber, Sir Henrys 
to accompany ktm to Pans ; a m^ure which 
he the mor^ readKly took, because he bad 
heard it rumoured that^ bis friends, and pap** 
ticularty^be Meadowses, bad been led to be- 
lieve that be wa6 watering between his • union 
with Fanny^ aiid the 'marrellously prudent 
step of taking Kate back again ; a report which 
|iis 4qf>anttre from England would n^t^rially 
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tebd to dispirovey and to which nothing had 
^ven an air of probability, except the humane 
attentions he had paid to the unha^^y creature 
during her illness, and which, such was the inte- 
gral • goodness of his heart, he would have 
afforded to her grandmother under similar af- 
fliction. 

^ In pursuance of this arrangement, my hero 
quitted town with Sir Henry. Musgrave and a 
friend of his, and crossing the liquid bar- 
rier of our happy island, proceeded to the 
French metropolis, having first duly informed 
Mrs. Meadows that it was his it^tention to 
do so. 

This intelligence was received by that lady 
with surprise, for it appeared to her very like 
an acquiescence in the arrangement for alto- 
gether breaking off the match between Frances 
and himself, to which he had at first so stoutly 
demurred. She did not fail to put this con- 
struction pn the measure in her report pf pro^ 
ceedings to Frances, who, in the sad state of 
health in which she was at the time, saw but 
too much justice in her mother's apprehension, 
r letters firom the Wilsons repeatedly stated 
ihat they had seen nothing of Merton, that his 
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^naimer.to Wilson had been iUUof irritation, 
that be severely reprobated the 0¥er*«crupii« 
lousneas of Fanny,. with.respect to the divorce, 
and that the ex{NresBions .be used were quite of 
a difl^ent character fix>m those which were 
habitually his own. • 

These circumstances, transpiring as they did 
just at the moment of his accession to a com- 
fbrtable fortune, led both Fanny aitd her 
mother to 8uq>ect that, a change had taken 
place in his views and intentions, piobably at 
the instance, or under the influence of Sir 
Henry Musgrave ; whoj however liberally he 
might have acted in this last af&ir, was always 
associated in Fanny's mind with John Felton 
of Haversfield, whose friend, as my reader 
knows, he was, in the duel with Charles Fitz- 
patrick, and was to have attended him in his 
meeting with Merton, had he survived. 

The worries and vexations ins^)arable from 
the conduct of the lives of my hero and he- 
roine, seemed at this point of their history by 
no means diminished or dissipated ; and such 
was the peculiar nature of their destiny, that 
good fortune and success only tended to in- 
crease thar distresses and disasters. 

VOL. III. o ' 



Digitized by 



Google 



300 mmToir* 

BeBxe Heory's departure, he had arwngcd 
the mode <^ payment of Kate's allowaoce ; and, 
quite satisfied that he had dooe his duty by 
every body, made eiyery efibit to reconcile 
ocmtending interests, and soothe and assuage 
the evils of others, he breathed the pure and 
elastic air of Paris with something like tern* 
porary satisiaction, and entered into its ekgMit 
dissipations, pourptuser k tempt^ until events 
might occur, rither to soften die obduracy of 
Fanny^s lesolutioo, or relieve him altogether 
from the dffic«lties vrhidi at present interposed 
themselves to his marriage. 
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CHAPTER XXUL 



*' At this the paring gloom cleared up apace. 
My ahunbetB aoften'd ; and with b^altlfa rttmii'd 
Serenity of ndnd and order'd thought. 
And fair ideas gladdening all the aouL" 



JAy readers will remember that Mrs. Mer- 
ton is domesticated with the family of the 
Gubbinses in Bedfordshire, that Miss Frances 
Meadows is at Exmouth, and that Mr. Henry 
Merton is in Paris. It does not appear that 
these persons can long remain stationary at 
any of those given points. 

Fanny's health began most visibly to decline 
after two or three months stay in Devonshire : 
indeed, the alteration in her appearance was so 
visible to the Wilsons, who paid the Mea« 
dowses a visit, that Mrs. Wilson felt it her 
o 2 
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duty to arouse the feara of her mother ; for in 
the constant intercourse between the parent 
and child, the change and decay (for decay 
it was) had been so gradual as to be almost 
imperceptible. To those who came fresh from 
afar, and after a protracted absence, the opera- 
tion of time and illness was more strikingly 
manifest: the eye was sunken and hoUow, 
and the pale cheeky which ever and anon was 
dashed with the hectic flush, spoke voluoies 
to the afibctionate friend of poor Fanny, who, 
under the sanction of her ^^ Grebrge,^' as she 
called him, communicated her apprehensions 
to Mrs. Meadows, that the su£fering girl was 
seriously indisposed. 

The tender fears of the fond parent once 
excited, every look, every sigh was construed 
into an accession of pain and disorder ; and 
under specious pretexts, formed so as not to 
alarm the patient, a physician of eminence in 
the neighbourhood was called in. He said but 
little— comforted and assured the sufferer— 
wrote a prescription for a draft or two, in 
which the ^^ aqua pura*^ formed a principal 
ingredient, took his fee — and retired. 

He was followed from the room by Mc9« 
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MeadoA¥8, who, first warned to prepare herself 
fbr bad news, heard from his lips the &tai sen- 
tence of death against her daughter, unless she 
was immediately removed to a warmer climate* 
The change, I need hardly say, was instantly 
decided on ; the only doubt was whither to 
go : — Italy ? the South of France ? The phy- 
sician hesitated, and recommended such a 
change, as might incur the necessity of a some- 
what lengthened voyage. De^iatch, however, 
' was vitally and essentially necessary ; and after 
a brief consultation, to which Wilson was sum- 
moned, it was agreed that Madeira would be 
the most desirable pla<^ of destination, as it 
wotdd embrace all the advantages which the 
<loctot had pointed out. 

The difficulty of the case arose in the mode 
of communicating to the patient the intention 
of taking such a voyage, and making such a 
serious move, without suffering it to appear 
that she herself was really the object of the 
expedition. This, however, was surmounted ; 
for Wilson, v?hose independent circumstances 
left him free to rove over the world's wide 
«ur&^e, haying hinted his design to hi^ lady, 
and having ascertained that she would hav^ no 
o 3 
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objection to an excursion to tbe island recoiB« 
mended by the doctor^ stated after dinner thai 
he had received letters fix>m London, which he 
thought would compel him to proceed to 
Madeira, £>r the purpose of arranging some 
outstanding debts, with one of the leading 
mercantile houses there* 

Mrs. Wilson artlessly protested against his 
going without her, whi^ produced a welt- 
arranged quarrel. Fanny was referred to, and 
i^pealed from; and in the midst of this amicable ^ 
4i£ference, the natural proposal, ^' Si]|>pqse we 
aU go>" "vvas made by Mrs. Meadows herself^ 
with as much apparent ingenuousness as if 
she had actually been suddenly stricken with 
the idea, and made the proposition spoiHU- 
aeously. 

Much to their del^ht, Fanny seemed rather 
to approve of the plan ; and before ihey retired 
to rest, the thing was ^^ fixed as &te." Wilson 
was precisely the man to command such ati 
expedition. He wrote off to town instantly ; 
and by return of post, ascertained that the 
<« Porpoise" free trader to Bengal, with liberty 
to tduch at Madeira and the Cape of Good 
Hope^ was actually on her way firom tbe river 
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l!0 Poitsmoutk, to take in her paaaeogers, hnd 
would ceitaiBly sail in eigbt dajB. 

It would have been more fortunate could 
she baye touched at Plyntouth ; but Wilson 
was 8o pressed for tin^ that he could not deli^ 
hts departure for any better opportunity. A 
letter to Mr. Lind^fen flew across the country 
to Portsmouth. The ship^ 620 tons, class A, 
carrying a surgeon, with capital accommoda* 
tioQ, was pointed out — passages secured for the 
party and didr servants ; and in two days more 
the whole force was in motion. 

The innocent land>, decked with flowers and 
led to the sacrifice, is not more unconscious of 
the real ofagect of its progress to the altar, than 
f^inny was of tl^ true meaning of these sud* 
den and hasty proceedings. 

The n^d journey, the general excitement, 
the change of air and scenery, had decidedly a 
beneficial effect upon the poor girl's spirits; 
but Ae was soon wearied, and her weiduiess 
became but too evident. The orders, however, 
of the {Aysician wem obeyed. She was not 
au£^ed to be alone, nor to speak on unplea*- 
sant subjecU; the passing objects were the 
constant and vaiyuig theme of conversation ; 
o 4 
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and on tbeir arriTal at tbe Clarence Hotd at 
Poitsmouth^ the whole expedition appeared 
like a dream. 

Wikon sought and found Mr. Lindegien. 
The Porpoise was at Spithead, — fin^ 8hip*-<- 
balf the round-house disengaged — the master a 
most respectable man— *carg6 sundries-^to call 
at Madeira for wine-— only five passengers be- 
sides themselves — ^positively sail in two days 
—never was such an accommodating personage 
as Captain (as he called himself) Cmbtree! 
^ Dear me, Sir !" said the Schipper, <* we*n 
make nothing of running up a bulk-head and 
partitioning off the cabin for the ladies !— 
pooh, stuff— don't mention it.— Lord love your 
heart, Sir, there's plenty of room for the 
servants--dozens of *em ! — ^Took out Lord 
Cadwallader, my Lady, two aides-de-camp, 
a private secretary, and four housemaids— 
usied to the thing. Provisions — psbal — two 
courses regularly, with only one small dish of 
junk, to swear by — ^hot rolls every morning: 
two cows on board — ^milk, pies, puddings, and 
preserved fruits,, by pots-full — sixty-four dozei^ 
of fowls, two hundred and eighty, ducks, the 
long-boat full of Southdowns^ and lots c^sallad 
growing in tbe cabin windows. 
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All these adtantages were enura^ntted in ft 
breath by Mr. Crabtree, who bore in his coun* 
tenance the marks of good Irving, serving 
themby as a sign for his own ship. 
' Wilson, who received the elaborate detail of 
accommodations with a share of sc^ticism 
proportioned to his knowledge of theclass^of 
pei^ns with whom he had. to deal, was how- 
ever pretty well assured that for so short a 
voyage they should make it out well enough ; 
and atc6rdingly having visited the Porpoise^ 
inspected the accommodations, and regiled 
himself with a basin of hot, salt, greasry, dild 
weak soup, served up in a dull-looking peWter 
basin, on the cuddy- table, which was covered 
with rough, shaggy, green baize, and surround- 
ed by sundry rural-looking chairs, such ak are 
to be found in cockney-gardens ; and having 
tasted the biscuit, which, by way of novielty, 
was extremely agreeable, concluded his bar- 
gain for the passage with his friend Crabtlree, 
who gave him a cast ashore in his Jolly-boat ; 
which, having forcibly assaulted two of the 
buoys, run foul of a Portsmouth wh^ry, and 
escaped cap^wiveling under the bows of the 
Ryde Packet, at length reached the Sally Port 
in safety. o 5 
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Ou& day pMsedy and PortXBse itede na 
p rogiem in her preparations for sea ; Iwo ^Jh 
and then a third expired*^still no suouncHis 
from Mr. Crabtree. Wilson called on him at 
Mr* FraHiptoa's Hotel) or rather in the cdlar 
under it, where the CapUtm was solacing him* 
self with grog* 

'' Well, Captain/' said Wihion, "" when d> 
think of sailing ?" 

^^ To*mbrrow, Sir," please the ))tgs,'' said the 
Scbipper: ^< wind's idl at sou'-west to-day. 
I tboiight it was a-gitting round, about noon — 
but it's all back again." 

And so the thing went on, till the expiraUon 
of a wedL; when the wind shifting to the 
*^ nor'ad o' east^" up went Crabtree's blue 
peter, and away went the ladies to the Por* 
poise. A little splashing and. a good deal of 
screaming (for there was a bit of a sea on), wae 
all the mischief which occurred ; for Wilson 
being acquainted with Captain Snipe, of his 
Maje^y's ship l?ew&!Aj his cutter had the bo« 
nour of conveying the party alongside of the 
Porpoise, tipQH whose deck, besides the boat 
fiill of Southdpwiis, already spoken of, were 
walking a M^jojr MacCannister of the Madras 
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Cavalty, and his lftdy**« girl young enough to 
be his grand-daughter ; Doctor Verjuice, a 
naval surgeon, going out to join a ship on the 
Cape station ; and two smooth&ced personages, 
^¥ho where aspirants in the civil service, either 
of the King or the Company. 

Captain Snipe having taken care that the 
ladies were whipped up, in as unlubber-like a 
manner as circumstances would admit o^ dis^ 
dained lo h(Hiour the greasy deck of the Por- 
poise by going on board of her ; but having 
gracefully bowed to his fair passengers, bid the 
cutter's crew give way, and having lectured 
the youngster who was in the stem^sheets, for 
sneezing to windward, in half an hour after 
Itppeared walking the quarter-deck of his 
own beautiM eighteen-gun brig, spinning a 
yam to his bald-headed first lieutenant, and 
wigging him in great style, for the way in 
which Peveril's yards were squared. 

Meanwhile it begaii to blow pretty fresh, 
and Cs^ain Crabtree took sudden fright at 
the Needles, and edged away for St. Helens, 
and long before dark was clear of the island. 
Outside there was a bit of a sea, and PorpcHde 
pitched and rolled considerably; however, the 
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ladies bdutved like heroines, and siqqper waa 
announced in the cuddy. . 

This was a meal whidi was intended to d9 
duty for dinner and supper together^ and con«> 
sisted of a lump of hard junk, a few yellow 
gerkins in a crimson saucer, and some broken 
bread rather damp and very dirty. The ladies 
declined eating ; but Wilson, and Verjuice the 
Surgeon, who was on his native element (as 
the newspapers call the sea, when a ship, which 
has never been in the water before, first takes 
to it), were ravenous | and more pickles and 
more soft tommy were the cries of the hungry* 

The naval surgeon was a peculiar person- 
age ; but, as I shall have the honour of intro* 
ducing my readers to him hereafter upon 
another occasion, I shall here . touch him but 
lightly* MacCannister was an old Madras 
dandy, who, having come to Europe for the 
benefit of his health, had married a little, laugh^ 
ing, rosy-cheeked, black-eyed, plump Scotch 
girl, full of fiui, alive to the ridiculous, and not 
very scrupulous in evincing that her partialit]| 
for the Major had not Minded her to his little; 
imperfections. 

But I have neither time nor space here to di- 



Digitized by 



Google 



MBSTON. 301 

late upon all the oecurrences of the voyage ; the 
apprehensions of the ladies, when the 'poultry 
on the poop began to feed, whose peckings were 
mistaken fi)r pelting rain ; nor shall I attempt 
to make a comparison between the professions 
and the performances of Crabtree : the innume- 
rable Southdowns in the long*boat were, in 
truth, a select party of unhealthy ewes, whose 
only chance of liying long enough to be killed, 
was a change of air. The cow had died of a 
decline at Portsmouth, and her place was filled 
by two goats, which, owing to the unskilftd- 
ness or carelessness of one Clark, the master's 
factotum, turned out to be of tlie male species, 
and therefore not at all likely to prove good 
substitutes for the departed animal. 

However, to any thing like complaint, Crab« 
tree assured them, that at Madeira he would 
buy half a dozen cows ; and as to the lean kine, 
he predicted their vast Improvement in the 
course of a few weeks ; information which, how* 
ever viduable to those who were embarked for 
the whole voyage, was not so extremely import* 
ant to others, who were to quit the ship at her 
first restipg-place.; 

At noon the next day, Start Point bore W. 
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and bj N. ^lerm mile8, ftiid Uowiilg FreBh* Th^ 
old Porpoiee, most aptly named/ had tumbled 
along thus much of her Toyage, \f ithout great 
ittconTenience ; however she was a bit of a slug ) 
but as all slugs are, when- spoken of bj those 
who are interested about them, she was an 
excellent sea-^boat. 

As I am pressed for time and space, suffice 
it to say, that before they turned in, the Lisard 
lights bore N. W. about fifteen miles ; and 
when they rose, the land was lost to mortal eye. 
And thus did the Porpoise roll herself into the 
Bay of Biscay, where, happily meeting with h 
fresh gale, she tumbled about in such style, 
that all the ladies suffered extremely, except 
Mrs. MacCannister, who was laughing like a 
school-gtrl at her yellow*&ced Major, who 
voted himself in the agonies of death, aiKi 
roared as loucUy as lungs, which had seen 
some thirty years service in India, could avail 
him. 

Susan MacCannister was so healthy, and 
so happy, and so full of tricks, that the yoiin^ 
writers were actually not safe fix)ra her prdriks. 
She was a wild one and a sweet one, and 
ingratiated herself with every body round her, 
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exce|[>t ber sfAiiMey wha gmdually grew angry 
with her «s she became pleasing to every 
body eke; eten the sly old surgeon himself en«* 
deayoured t^ persuade her into illness, merely 
to have the happiness of attending her ^ but 
she was artless, single-hearted, kind and good- 
naturedy and i^vild) as she was^ as the moun- 
tain-doe, was, I verily believe, as innocent a& 
a Iamb* 

yVeWj thus they voyaged. On the seventh 
day they were in latitude 47, 36. — ^longitude 
8. 4. — the wind West and by South — ^high sea 
— ^rainy and uncomfortable weather— the bulk- 
heads ill-fitted, creaked tremendously — the 
ports were badly caulked, for although Por- 
poise never meant to fight, she had boles in her 
sides to look as if she did. Wilson's cabin 
leaked uncomfi)rtably — the roundhousjs was 
dry, but then boy Jem never lashed the cuddy 
chiurs well before he turned in, and they were 
sure to fetch-away in the middle of the night ; 
generally two or three chests got adrift on 
the ifiain-deck, -or a hen-coop was canted over 
on the poop : every half hour something was 
going; in short, it was not a particularly 
well-calculated voyage for an invalid. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



S04 MERTOH. 

In the morning of die thirteenth day, how* 
ever, Pbrpoise having at noon the day be- 
fore been in 34. 37. latitude — It. 66. longitude 
— ^the wind fresh at N. E— ^he mad^ the beau* 
tifttl island of Madeira. ^ r • 

Never was approach more splendid, more 
brilliantly magnificent than this : the redness 
of the vineyards, budding as they hung on 
the sides of its cloud-capped mountains — its 
fertile valleys, studded with snow-white villas 
— the picturesque city'of Funchal, itft spired 
cathedral — the convent of Nuestra Senora del 
Monte midway up the hill — ^the bluff Loo-rock 
in the distance of the harbour— the freshness, 
the sweetness, the gaiety, the novelty, all to- 
gether, won the hearts and captivated the eyes 
of all on board, except Major Mac Cannister, 
wh6 hoped the captain would not stay long 
there, and Surgeon Veijuice, who pronounced 
it to be the dirtiest, dearest, and dreariest 
place upon God's earth. 

The rapture with which men gaze upon the 
diore, and inhale the balmy breeze which 
sweeps over the glowing land, after a voyage, 
short even as this had been, is like that in* 
spired by meeting a human bei^g in a desart ; 
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but tbe picturesque beauties of Madeira hold 
out no promise to the eye, which they do not 
fulfil to the heart. It is the very empire of 
hospitality ; kindness and liberality are the 
leading characteristics of its inhabitants ; and 
the names of Gordon, Duff, Keir, and Bladi* 
burn, and doubtlessly others unknown to me, 
will be associated with the best feelings of 
affection and gratitude, in the minds of every 
voyager who has had occasion to touch its &• 
voured shores. 

To one of these &milies was afforded the 
pleasure of receiving, and initiating into the 
customs and manners of the place, the party 
from the Porpoise, who took leave of their 
Schipper, if not quite satisfied, certainly not 
altog^her di^leased^ and who parted from 
the arch and pretty Mrs. MacCannister with re- 
gret* To see sp mudi beauty and unsc^isti- 
cation exported under such a supra^nrargo was 
really melancholy to those who esteemed her^ 
if not to herselfl 

Fanny was pleased and amused with all she 
saw: the swinging palanquin borne by two 
sturdy natives, the running servant holding the 
tail of his master's hofse as he followed on fixit, 
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the large hatted friars, the immcioas religioiui 
(yrocessions, the total change in the appearaaee 
Cif the fruits and other vegetaUe productioiis— 
for here the African 8peeiiD^;iB are in AiIl n* 
gour ; and, abore all, the quiet odmness of the 
Pirado, where the balmy noctumus gifes out in 
the shades of eyening its Hdiothropic odour, 
delighted while they soothed, and cheered 
while they surprised, the dear otgect of the ex-» 
pedition. 

Sanguine, indeed, were the hopes and eiq^ee- 
tationft c^ her anxious friends as to the r^ult 
of the Toyage and $^ur m the island; aad 
haTing safely deposited my precious charge in 
a remarkably pleasant house about two> Bules 
from FuBchal, at an elevation quite adequate 
to the certainty of fresh air, I must return for a 
moment from the heayenokiseing hills of this 
African garden, to the flat and insipid county 
which gives its title to the illustrious House of 
Russell. 

Mrs. Merton was at the Gubbinses when the 
MeadowsiBS left England: at the time they 
reached Funchal she wbs again in London^ 
again involved in every dissipation, every luxui^ 
tice could offer, or depravity accept. She had 
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lieen traced to the fiurm hj a maoi who formerly 
had attracted ber notice: his wealth was un- 
bouaded> and bia liberality, where the gratifi* 
cation of bis paseioi^ was the object, unbound- 
ed. He made his offers, and she yielded. The 
good resolutions formed upon a sick bed, the 
hasty repentance wh^e religion was not, all 
&ded from her recollection; atid perceiving 
that her influence over Merton did not extend 
quite so fiir as she at oae time thoi^ht, idie 
spumed cpntemptuoudy the allowance of three 
himdted pounds per ammnty which be made 
^; and feeling but too justly that to *^go 
back'' was now imposnble, determined to gra- 
tify her vanity, and all her worst prqiensiticB, 
by laimchiog again into the woiid in a station, 
which, however unprincipled her career ndight 
be, was better suited to h^ feelii^ and failings 
than that into which sbe had so unac^xmatably 
&llen.: 

, MThen Henry was informed by Mrs. Gubbins 
of her flight, he felt a severer pang than he had 
thought ever again to endure upon her ac« 
count : he had estaUidied heir, as he ^uicied, 
in comfort and respectability ; but a Bedford* 
shire form-house wasto £ate, what St. I|ele 
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was to Buonaparte : she reflected on her former 
power and attraction^ and compared them wtdi 
the dull monotony of boiled beef and carrots^ 
suet puddings, and great 1^ of mutton baked 
with potatoes under them, which, with chang^ 
at stated periods, formed the routine of rural 
relaxation from the severer duties of reading 
good books and mending her own clothes ; to 
which pious tasks Mrs. Gubbins, with ma* 
tronly attention to her .^iritual wd&re, con* 
stantly confined her guest, indulging her, it in 
true, with her own society^ and that sort of con- 
versation in which the indispoution of a cow, 
or the amiable qualities of a brood of young 
ducks, forms an interesting feature. 

Tlu8| I am sure, my reader must see could 
not last long; and when she received a. letter 
full of prote^ations and professions finom liord 
Delamere, the world, with all iu allurements 
and fascinations, beamed again before her eyes; 
and afler a very shc»rt correspondence with his 
liordabip, she took a^hrantage of Mrs. Gub* 
blns^s absence on domestic a&irs in her firm* 
yard, to fly to happiness and the earl, which 
were wfuting her, in his Lordship^s travelling 
carriage at the end of the lane. 
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One detennination Henry now came to, 
which not only his friei^ds, but, as it turned out 
eventually, the Irish peer himself was mbst 
anxious he should put in force : this was the 
resolution of reyiving the matter of the divorce, 
the difficulties in the way of which were point** 
ed*out to be much fewer and infinitely less im> 
portant than during the period at which he was 
poor, and without the means of paying well for 
legal advice, he had been led to believe them. 

In order to carry on the necessary proceed- 
ings, my hero returned to London, and, under 
the direction of Iiis excellent friend Sheldwick, 
and after much trouble, and the exercise of a 
vast deal of those blended Christian virtues 
called patience, and perseveratice, the great end 
was achieved, the divorce was concluded, and 
Henry once more declared a free man. 

The moment the law sanctioned the event, 
my Lord Delamere proclaimed his good sense, 
add consummated the perfection of his respec* 
tability, by marrying Miss Kate Etherington, at 
the parish church of St. James, in Piccadilly. 

With that sprt of prudence for which the fair 
and frail one under discussion was ever ceie« 
brated, she discovered that the continent was 
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the onlj scene of action for her in her new ca- 
pacity ; and the glittering coronet having now 
settled on her brow, and she, by tirtne c^ her 
husband's patoit, having obtained precedence 
of fny Lady Castleton, launched into aU the 
esctravagances of ftshion, and moved with my 
Liord across the continent from Paris to Rome^ 
iMnring in her train every thing that was hand** 
some and agreeable in the shape of man. 

JJady Delamere^s banquets were reported in 
the London newspapers-^^Lady Delamere's 
influence with a certain cardinal was the theme 
of miiversal conversation — ^Lady Ddamere pa- 
tronized artists— Lady Delamere brought for- 
ward sii^rs ; in short, by dint of persevering 
aasumnce^ «id thi^ pertinacious adherence to 
a fiivourite scheme by which she had gained 
her title, she at length began to be received in 
certain circles of continental society; and when 
she vras at Naples, several lord-loving EngliA 
fiimiltes, who attributed idl her former misfor- 
tunes to die viHany and neglect of her husband, 
actually proclaimed her to tlte world a creature 
all soul, and all enthusiasm; very odd, and 
vttty eccentric— but with sudi a heart ! 

There was only 6ne En^ish lady of our ac- 
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quaintanoe a| Napks who positiv€ly refiified to 
irisit ber, upon any consideration whatever; and 
dial lady was Mrs. Colonel Rusbbrook^ who 
formcirly was, as my reader may recollect. Miss 
Mary Graham of Haversfield ; but, then, ib^ 
wvis uncommonly particular. 

When Henry heard of this mirprisipg altera- 
tion m Kate's circiu&stances, and discovered 
that she had at Iragth applied her in^uential 
aqd fiiscinatiag manners to an available pur- 
pose» he aiffued and reasoned with his half* 
brother upon the difierence which the event 
vrould naturally make uppn the decision of 
the Meadowses touching his marriage with 
Fanny* 

It might have been indelicate, it might hove 
cauied remarks (although he never adqiiitted 
that possibility to the same extent ^ the Mei^ 
dowses),, if he had united himself tp another, 
^liiile his fbi'mec wife nraaoained single^ and in 
comparative distress ; but now that the result 
of the. divorce had been her devation, and 
ifaat her. splendid career proclaimed her utter 
carelessness df all former ties, there could he no 
objection (at least none which oU^t to be yaU4) 
to the unioa of her late husband with his b^ 
loved. « 
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Kftte wrote from. Ireland, before the diiporce 
had l>een obtained, a letter to Henry, foil of 
honied words; for she could soothe and flatter^ 
and write sentiment in the most delicate and 
regularly unintelligible running^hand by the 
page-foil* She acknowledged his kindness, 
spoke with gratitude of his care and attention, 
and, dwelling strongly on the impdesibiiity of 
her ever retrieving .herself in society, justified 
the st^ she had taken, commending to bis CBXt 
and protection the amiable plebeians at the 
fitrm, whose excellence and morality she could 
not but admire, however little disposed she 
might have been to imitate their example. ' 

Good-fortune seemed at this period of 
Henry's life to crown every undertaking, and 
the Fates appeared anxious, to make amends 
for past distress, by evincing in themoptei> 
traordinary manneir the change of hi9desriny* 
It will hardly be believed, that he actually dis^ 
covered the holder and receiver of fais-moi^ 
of the twenty thousand pounds prize.-. Hb 
turhed out to be 9. ^gentleman w^o,: basing 
found the pocket-book, enquired the fiue ofrtbe 
ticket it contained, received the ai^oiimy lisid 
was compelled to start for the West Iwitooa 
the same day. 
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On his return, he took the earliest oppor* 
tunity of advertising the &cts in the news- 
papers; and Henry succeeded in establishing 
his claim to the fNroperty, which was actually 
paid into his banker's, deducting only there- 
from a certain sum, which my hero appropriated 
to the purchase of a splendid piece of plate 
to the finder and rejunder. 

Flushed with success, and free from all cares 
save one, the anxiety to possess his adored girl, 
Henry, who had been apprised of the expedi- 
tion of the Meadowses to Madeira, but who 
attributed it entirely to the business which 
Wilson had every where mentioned as the 
cause of it, determined instantly to proceed to 
that island, furnishing himself with newspapers 
and other authentic documents, in which the 
proceedings of my Lady Delamere were set 
forth and described in all the vivid iikiagely of 
the diurnal writers, founding upon these re- 
ports aiid representations his claim to the hand 
of Fanny, and to an alteration in the decision 
to which she and her mother had previously 
come. 

His good luck, however, seemed to fitvour 
him even here ; for^ on the very evening pre- 

roL. III. p 
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ceding the day wbeiji he was ^> conclude ^he 
^nangeinen^ fpf hW yoyafg^^ l^e t^s^ m (he 
uewtpaper the f ccotu^t qF tb^ arrivajl of MfVs- 
Meadows and &mily at Tljiom^^^s, Hotel frpm 
Madeira. . 

" Joy, joy, deap^ Musgrav^ t" s^d the elated 
Henry to hip hi^lf^brot^eiF ; ^^ thjBy i^re ^<nne ! 
— actually arrived in Lqndon. How many mi* 
niitea will ^pse he6^ l bebql^i i>*y own» iire- 
vocably mine — ^my Fanny ?'* 
. MusgravjB wae d^ljghted tp see the comatc- 
nance which had ever been clqudM wit}i care, 
4res8ed in the bcigVt %mi)e9 pf j^y and bap* 
{Hn^^ Still, bQ>)|^ev^,i?be f^^ommendad cau- 
tion. The &e^9g8 of Mtomm) ar^ sgsong, th^e 
^notiohs yiolfnt i the sudden aurprise might 
be top mucb.foif a delicate girl, iwbo Wf^9 unac- 
customed tp heboid her lover i^ such spirits^ 
and under si^cb favourable qircumstrnioea^ 
. Henry, bpweyer, was resolute-rr-deteiwined. 
$be was free &om aJl affectation'-Tsbe .might, 
blu^ atid weep, f>erbaps be ablated; but Uien, 
1^ would sopttee h^T ^ai«T-and the ickh ^he 
surprise, were every thing. 

A^cprdingly tlie enthusiastic lover ,leit Mus- 
girave's Ip^ngs, half wild vfith «*stasy. To 
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be sure, be was an eirriabk parsonage ; with m 
handsome forluiie, perfccibly QneQeumber^, 
freed from the trammels in which he had bseeii 
so long and «o nnbappUy entan||led, conscioat 
that be had done bi« dnty by biB former Wife^ 
whose subsequent conduct had pretty sironglji 
declared her real character and dispoaitioa ;. 
without one care but for Fanny, and sbc^— the 
identical she — within a hundred yacdd^ of farm!. 

To attempt ta describe his feelings wo«ikl be 
as Tdin as ta enumerate theendless Tisions of jojp 
which flitted before his eyes, as he flew aloii^ 
BiruCOn-street i his Rdbred, devoted, fakhfoVftiir 
One was near hfm---Bhe would fly to hisarma^w:)^ 
her mother would bestocw bm benedictiosi upon 
them : the Wilsons, no doubt, would be there — l 
such events! such an evemng.! and then he 
should return and intnodttce Sir Henry to them : 
and then, a^d then-*^nd sa lie went on, till he 
reached die door of the hotel* 

Arrived there, he waited for nodnng-^ 
every body knew him. " M rs..M«ukiwalier& ?" 
The waiter endeavoured to spealc-^ bnli in vain : 
^ Which: room?" was aUthajt Henrytofered bj» 
iMay of^ escpk^tation ; and boiHidiii^ up ibe 
stairs, outstripping the breatbleaB ^Grvanf^ ta 
p2 
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whose attempt at something like a speech, he 
did not pay the smallest attention, my hero 
burst open the door of the apartment which 
Mrs. Meadows always occupied when in tlie 
house, and beheld— that lady, Mrs. Wilson, and, 
her husband, and a fourth person, to him un- 
known. 

A shriek of horror from Mrs. Meadows ivas 
all his welcome. 

" Good God !" exclaimed Mrs. Wilson, as 
she caught the wretched fainting woman in her 
^rms. 

Wilson started from his seat, and seized 
Morton by the hand ': the stranger rose from 
his chair, and rang for assistance for Mrs. 
Meadows. 

" How terrible this is !" said Wilson, « Why^ 
why, did you come to-night ?" 

"Where is Fanny?" faltered out Merton, 
who saw that the whole party were in the deep- 
est mourning. 
' Where indeed ? 
They had that day laid her in the cold, cold 
graye.*-The damp dew of death was on her 
cheeky and the living were trsunpling thought- 
lessly on the green turf over her ! 
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Wilson forced his unhappy friend from the 
room. In a few sad killing words the truth 
was told: — she had fallen a Tictim to sor- 
row and to sickness; her loTed remains had 
been brought home from Madeira; and the 
venerable man who was there, had that morn- 
ing breathed the last prayers over them. 

Henry burst from Wilson, and rushed like a 
Biadman out of the house. 

" Follow Mr. Merton," said Wilson to the 
persons who were in the ball below. 

^' Poor gentleman/' said Mrs. Meadows's 
butler, " I fear it will be the death of him !" 

Wilson, who had caught up his hat, rushed 
out after him. 

'^ I said it would never come to good, from 
the first," added the man : ^^ luck has been ever 
against him, and ^ luck's air in this world. 

^^ Ay," rejoined his companion, virith a sorrow- 
ful shake of the head, *^ so true it is, that 

' there's MANT a slip 'tWIXT the CITP AND 
THE LIP." 
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— These midnight hags 
By force of potent spells, of bloody characters 
And conjnimtions horrible to hear, 
CaU fiends and spectres from the yawning deep. 
And set the ministers of hell at work. 



London may appear an unbefitting scene 
for a story so romantic as that which I have 
here set down : but, strange and wild as is the 
tale I haye to tell, it is true; and, therefore, 
the scene of action shall not be changed ; nor 
will I alter nor vary from the truth, save that 
the names of the personages in my domestic 
drama shall be fictitious. 

To say that I am superstitious would be, in the 
minds of many wise personages, to write myself 
down an ass ; but to say tliat I do not believe 
p5 
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that which follows, as I am sure it was be- 
lieyed by him who related it to me, would be 
to discredit the testimony of a friend, as ho- 
nourable and brave as ever trod the earth. 
He has been snatched from the world, of 
which he was a bright ornament, and has 
left more than his sweet suffering widow and 
his orphan children affectionately to deplore 
his loss* 

It is, I find, right and judicious most cf^efully 
and publicly, to disftvi^w abeiifef in supenttitural 
TisitingS^: but it will be long befbre I become 
either so wise or so bold as to make any 
such unqualified declaration. I am not weak 
enough to imagine myself surrounded by 
spirits and phantoms, or jostling through a 
drowd of spectresf, as 1 wAlt the streets j 
neither do I giire credence to all tMe idle 
tales of ancient dkriies', or fVighteiied cHilfclren, 
touching such matters : but when I breathe 
tfke' afr, and see the grass grow utider my 
feet, I cannot bui^ ffeel ttiat Ife who gives 
me ability to inhale the one, and'stand erect upon 
the otfier, has also the power to usc^fbr spe- 
cial purposes such means and agefncy, as in his 
wisdom h6 may see fit ; and which, in point of 
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fttt, ara not mor^ inodi^pt^hetisible to us tluin 
th« very siihpleM ^kct» which We every day 
vriined^y arifiiii^ fi«dm unknown causes: 

PfaoloBbphen moif pOre, and in the itiigfat of 
theit* Irttletittss, and the emdition of tbeit igno- 
mn^^y develope and disclose, argue and dis* 
cttsa; but when tk» sage^ who sneers at the 
po«sibilky of f^hosts, ^ill expkin ix> me the 
doctrine of attraction and gravitation, or tell 
n1«^ wh^f th« wind h\oi93, why the tides ebb 
ikfuA tkm, or why the light shines— efiecw 
f&Fte^hU by all men — then will I ddmit the 
jnttice of hi» increckiliiy-^then will I join thd 
lianka of the incredulous^ — ^^However, a> truce 
with my yiews and reflections : proceed we to 
the narmtite. 

hi the vicinity of Bedford-square Imd^ a 
i^espeeiable and h^cme^ nmn, whose nainfi the 
reader wtU be pleagecl to consider Harding* 
He had niarried early : his wife was ah eMm- 
plaiywotett!^ and his son and daught^# 'Wcrrd 
gr€>wn into' that companionable age, at which 
children repay, with their society and accom*^ 
plidi^nt% the tender calres which pav^ts 
bestow upon thc^ir off^jring in theJr eariy in- 
&ncy. 
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Mr. Harding held a responsible and respect* 
able situation under the goyenunent, in Somer- 
set House. His income was adequate to his 
wants and wishes ; his &mily a ^miily of 
loTe : and, perhaps, taking into consideration 
the limited desires of what may be fairly called 
middling life, no man was ever more con- 
tented, or better satisfied with his lot than 
he. , > 

Maria Harding,- his daughter, was a modest, 
unassuming, and inter^ting girl, full.of feeUiig 
and gentleness. She was timid and retiring ; 
but the modesty which cast down her fine 
black eyes could not yell the intellect which 
beamed in them. Her health was by no melons 
strong; and the paleness of her cheek — too 
Crequently, alas! lighted by the hectic flush of 
aur indigenous complaint — gaye a deep interest 
to her countenance. She was watched and 
reared by her tender mother, with all the eare 
and attention which a being so delicate and so 
ill-suited to the perils and troubles of this world 
demanded. 

George, her brother, was a bold and intelli- 
gent lad, full of rude health and fearless irnk- 
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pendence. His character wbs frequently the 
subject of his fiither's contemplation; and he 
saw in his dispositicNH, his mind, his pursuits, 
and propensities^ the promise of future success 
in actire life. 

With these children, possessing as they did ., 
the most enviable characteristics of their re- 
spective sexes, Mr. and Mrs. Harding, with 
thankfulness to Providence, acknowledged 
their happiness, and their perfect satis&ction 
with the portion assigned to them in this tran- 
sitory world. 

Maria was about nineteen, and had, as was. 
natural, attracted the regards, and thence gra-^ 
dually chained the affections, of a distant rela- 
tive, whose ample fortune, added to his per-, 
sonal and mental good qualities, rendered him a 
most acceptable suitor to her {parents, which 
l^aria's heart silently acknowledged he would 
have been to Aer, had he been poor and penny- 



The &ther of this intended husband of Maria, 
was a man of importance, possessing much 
personal interest, through which, Qeorge, the 
brother of his intended daughter-tn-Iaw, was 
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W he pbU:eA in that dipldmdtic semirlai^ in 
Ddwning-dtr^, Whfence, in due timc^, hef Waa^ to 
rt^ flirougH all the grades of office (which, 
\nch bis peculiar talents, his^ iriends, and espe- 
cially his mother, was conyinced he woultf so 
ably fill), and at last turn out an aml^assador, 
as mighty and mysterrduar as my Lord Belmont, 
of whotti I have had occasion to speak in ano* 
tber part of this cofliectidn of nai^ratives. 

The parents, howet^r, of young Langdale 
and of Maria Harding were agreed, that there 
was no necessity for hastening the alliance be- 
tlt^ert their fannfies, seeing that the united ages 
of tJke couple d!dnot exceed thirty-nine yeirs : 
tfiitd seeing, moreover, that the elder Mr. Lang- 
dal^ fcr private reasons df his own, wished his 
son to attain to' the age of twenty-one be&refae 
married; and seeing, tnorieover, still,- that Mfs^. 
liafigdate, who was little more tlian six-and- 
thrrty years' bf age herself, harf reasons, which 
she also meant to be private, for seeking to 
delay as muc!r as possible, a ceremony, the 
Insult df which, in an probability, would con- 
fer upon heiy somewhat too ealrly in life to bd 
^eeable td a lady of her habits and piropen- 
sities, the formidable title of grandmamma. 
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How cutious it fs, when one uJkHs xtp^ a KHla 
Mi of 8ociefty (to a giixitogist crmible» and 
twists ti bit of eftith in hfs hatnd, to ascemtin 
itt charactei^ arid quality >, to look into the mo- 
tives and manoeuvrings of all the ptiTBoms con- 
nected with it ; thef variows wordings, the inde- 
fittigable tafooni^, which aO thehr littte inind» 
aere nndctgring to briiig aboat da^t^ ai^ sttridfy 
little points, pefrkctly \jtn6(mti€eteA wifth the 
great end in view; bwt which, foir private ai^ 
hidden olijects^, each of theiri i^ toiling toca^ry. 
Nobody, btrt those who really utid^i'stood Mrs. 
Langdale, understood' Why f^ti so reftdity ac- 
quiesced in the desire' Of hei* hus^nc} to p<^t- 
pon* the marriage for attbeher tweivefftidifth. 
A stranger would have ^en only tte Aitifel 
wife according With the sensible huafearid-; btft 
I knew her, and knew that therie must be more 
than met the eye, or the ear, in that sympathy 
of feeling between her and Mr. Langdale, 
which was not upon ordinary occasions so 
evi^tently displayed. 

Like the Waterman who puis one way ind 
looks another, Mrs. Langdde' aided the entr^- 
ties and seconded tie commdnd^ of her foving 
spouse, toti'chihg the seasonable <Seliay of which 
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I am speftking ; and it was agteed, that inane- 
diately after the coming of age of Frederick 
Liangdale, and not before, he was to lead tO; 
the hymeneal altar the delicate and timid Ma«. 
ria Harding. 

The afiair got whispered about; George's 
fortune in life washighly extolled — ^Maria's ex- 
cessive happiness prophesied by every body of 
their acquaintance; and already had sundry 
3^punger ladies, daughters and nieces of those 
who discussed these matters in divan after 
dinner, begun to look upon poor Miss Harding 
mth envy and maliciousness, and wonder what 
Mr. Frederick Langdale could see in her : she 
was proclaimed to be insipid, inanimate, shy, 
bashftil, and awkward ; nay, some of her fe- 
male friends went so &r as to discover that she 
was absolutely awry. 

Still, however, Frederick and Maria went - 
loving on ; and their hearts grew as one ; so 
truly, so fondly were they attached to each 
other. George, who was somewhat of a plague , 
to the pair of lovers, was luckily at Oxfind, 
reading away till his head ached, to qualify 
himself for a degree, and the distant duties of 
the office whence he was to cull the bunched of 
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diplomatic laurels, Itrid whence were to' isstie 
rank and iitl^ and ribbons and crosses inntt* 
merable. 

Things were in this prosperoiia state, the 
bark of life rolling gaily along before the 
breeze, when as Mr» Harding was one day pro- 
ceeding from his residence, to his office in So- 
merset-place, through Charlotte^treet, Blooms- 
bury, he was accosted by one of those female 
gypsies who are found begging in the metro- 
polis, and especially in the particular part of 
it in question : ^* Pray remember poor Martha 
the gypsy," said the woman ; ** give me a half- 
penny for charily, Sir, pr^y do." 

Mr. Harding was a subscriber to the Mendi- 
city Society, an institution which proposes to 
check beggary by the novel mode of giving 
nothing to the poor : moreover, he was a ma- 
gistrate — ^moreover, he had no change ; and he 
somewhat sternly desired the woman to go 
about her business. 

All availed him nothing; she still followed 
him, and reiterated the piteous cry, " Pray re- 
member poor Martha the gypsy." 

At length J irritated by the perseverance of 
the woman --for even £iubordinates in gbvern- 
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Hardiitg, cotitmry to hU usual ctston^ tkid 
contrary to the customary usages of modern 
tKKiety, tumod hastily roa^d^ and fulmimt^ an 
6afh mgainst the ^uppliGfttiii^ vaglrant. 

<^Cttt^r slitd MarthA; *' have f lited to 
thi6? Hai^ y^, taa&nv^pooty ttr^ttk, haughty 
lAftrt ! MaA me, Sir— look At t^e V 

Hd did look atb^i cind ileh^ld a couA«e^ 
nanie^ otk fir« v^ith rage. A pair of eyes blacked 
thah j^t, ahdbrightei' that! dia^drids^ ghr^d 
like ^tars upon hii¥i ; hi^r black hair disheji^elled^ 
huttg ^t^ her olive! cheeks ; and a row of teeth 
whiter then the clriveh show dUplatyed them» 
seWe^ from between a pair of coMl fips, in a 
dfeadfht smi^e, a ghastly sheer of contempt 
which mingled ih b^ir ^sioA. Hfurdin^ wai 
riveted to the spot; flnd^ afectefd pai^tly by 
the powerful f&Bclhation of her superhuman 
fcount6ndnce, and partly by the dread of A 
disturbance in the street, he jpauded to listen to 
h^r. 

" Mark me, Sir,'* said*Marlha ; ^^ you and 1 
shall meet again. Thri<ie shall you see me be- 
fore you die. My visitings will be dreadiul ; 
but the third will be the last V^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



KARTHA, THS 6TF8T. 331 

There vvhs a sblehtnity in Am declaration^ 
wbich fird^k to his very heart, comii^ too as h 
did only from a vagrant outcast. Passenger^ 
wbre approaching ; and willing, he knew not 
why, to soothe the ire of the ^gry Woman, id 
mechanicaiLlly drew trtnta his pdcket some silTer, 
which he tekd^red to heir. 

^ There, my good wcunail-^bere," said be, 
stretching fbrth his hand. 

" Good woman !" retorted the hag. ** Money 
now? I-^I that have been ears^? ^tts all too 
late, proud gentleman-^the de^ is don^, the 
curse be now on you ** Sayi«g which, shte 
huddled her ragged red cloak about her shout- 
ders) and hurried from his iiight, infto the deep 
H^nd dreary recessed of St» Oiles^d* 

Harding experienced, as she vanished firom 
hi^ ey^, a most extraofdiiiary sensation i he felt 
grieved that he had ^pbken so harshly to the 
^pooi creature, and returhed* hid shillings to hh 
pocket with regtiet. Of eoursid ^# of the ful- 
fflmeRt of her predictionsdid'tidt mingle with 
any of his feelings on tlie occa^ofi; aAd he pro- 
ceeded to his office in Som€rset-)Aa^, and p^^- 
fbrtiied all the arduous official duties of reading 
the opponiion ttewspspierft, discussing the leadt- 
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ing politics of the dieiy with the head of another 
departmeDt, and signing his name three tint^^ 
before four o'clock. 

Martha the gypsy, however, although he 
had poohpophed her out of his memory^ 
would. ever and anon flash across his mind; 
her figure was indelibly stamped upon bis 
recollection; and though, of course, as I before 
said, a man of his firmness and intellect could 
care nothing, one way or another, for the male* 
dictions of an ignorant, illiterate gypsy, $till his 
feelings-^ whence arising I know not-^prompted 
him to call a hackney-coach, and proceed en 
voUure to his house, rather than run the risk of 
agMn encovnt^ng the metropolitan sibyl, un« 
der whose forciUe denunciation he was actually 
labouring. 

There is a period in each day of the lives of 
married peo{il^ at which, I am given to under* 
stand, a more than ordinarily unreserved com- 
munication of facts and feelings takes place; 
when all the world is shut out, and the two 
beings, iirho are in truth " but only one," com.- 
mune together freely and fuUy upon the occtir* - 
renoes of the pa»t day. At th'^t period, the eke 
sacred secreu of the drawing-room coterie, and 
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the tellable jokes of the after-dinner conyiTial* 
istB, are routually interchanged by the fond pair,, 
who, by the barbarous customs of uncivilized 
Britain, have been separated during part of the 
preceding evening. ■ . 

., Then it is, that the huri^and informs his. 
anxious consort how he has forwarded, his 
worldly views with such a man — ^how he has 
carried his point in such a quarter^-rwbat he 
thinks of the talents of one, of the charac-. 
ter of another; while the communicative wife, 
gives Aer view of the same subjectis, founded 
upon, what she has gathered from the indi- 
viduals composing the female cabinet, and 
eitf^iuns why sl^e thinks he must have beaa^ 
dtt^ved upon this poiot, or misled upon that. 
And thus, in recounting, in arguing, in discuss* 
ing, and descanting, the blonded interesta of 
the happy pair are strengthened, (heir best 
hopes nourished, and, perhaps, eventually rea- 
liaMtd« 

A few friends at dinner, and aome. refreshers, 
in the evening, had prevented Hajading from 
saying a word to &is. beloved Eliza aboui the 
G^^S and perhaps, till the ^< witching Ume*\ 
which I have attempted to defiins, be would no(. 
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have mentioned the.oocun^ence, eVc{n hftd tltey 
been alone- Most certainly he did not think 
the leas of tbe horrible vision ; and when the 
company bad dispei^sed, rind the affectionate 
couple bad retired to rest, he stated the cir- 
cumstance exactly as it bad occnrred, and 
received firom his fair lady just such an answer 
as a prudent, intelligent, and discreet woman 
of sense would give to such a communication. 
She vindicated his original determination not 
to be imposed upon — wondered at his subset 
qnent willingness to give to such an unde- 
serving object, particularly while he had three 
or four soup-tickets in his pocket — was some- 
what surprised that he had not consigned the 
bold intruder to the hands of the beadle — and, 
ridiculing the impression which die hag*s ap- 
pearance seemed to have made upon her hus- 
band^s mind, narrated a tour performed by her- 
seli'with some friends to NorwootI, when slie 
was a girl, and when one of those vei-y women 
had told her fortune, not one word of which 
ever came true — and, in a discussion of some 
length, animadvening strongly upon the weak- 
neHB and impiety of putting faith in the sayings 
uj such idle creature^ shL* Ml fast asleep. 
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Not BO Harding: he wa^ reatleas and wor* 
ried, and felt ihat he would give the world to 
be able to recall the curse which he had rashly 
uttered against the poor woman. Helpless ai 
she was and in distress why did hiB pae^ion 
conquer hia judgment? Why did he add to the 
bitterness of refusal the sting of malediction? 
However, it i^as useless to regret ihat which 
was past — and, weaned and mortified with his 
reflections, he at length followed his better half 
into that profound slumber^ which the length 
and subject of his harangue liad so comfort- 
ably ensured her* 

The morning came, and brightly beamed the 
sun*— that is, as brightly as it ever beams iu 
London. The office hour arrived ; and Mr. 
Harding proceeded , nol by Charlutte-sireet, Id 
Somerset House, such was his dread of seeing 
the ominous woman. It is impossible to de- 
scribe the effect produced upon hi in by the ap- 
prehension of encountering her: if he heard 
a female voice behind him in the 6treet^ he 
trembled, and feared to look rounds lest he 
should behold Martha, in turning a. comer 
he proceeded carefully and cautioui^ly^ lest he 
should come upon her unexpectedly ; in short. 
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wherever lie went, whatever he did, his actions, 
hi5i nfiovementSj his very wordsj were controlled 
and constrained by the honor of beholding 
her again* 

The malediction ghe had uttered rang inces- 
santly in his ears; nay, such possession had it 
taken of him, that he had virritten the words 
down, and sealed the document which contained 
them* " Thrice shall you see me before you 
die. My visi tings will be dreadful ; but the 
third will be the last.** 

** CBlaia'* was not more deeply imprinted on 
our Queen*9 heart, than these Vines upon that 
of Harding ; but he was ashamed of the 
strength of his feelings, and placed the paper 
wherein he had recorded them at the very bot- 
tom of bis desk* 

Meanwhile Frederick Langdale was unie* 
milting in his attentions to Maria ; but, as is too 
often the case, the bright suniilnne of their 
loves was clouded > Her health, al ways delicate, 
now appeared still more so, and at times hev 
anxious parents felt a solicitude upon her ac- 
count^ new to them; for decided ftymptoma of 
consumption had shewn themsrlves^ which the 
faculty, although they spoke of them lightly lo 
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the fond mptber and to the gentle patient, 
treated with such care and caution, as gave 
alarm to those who CQuld see the progress of 
the fatal disease, which was unnoticed by Ma- 
ria hersej^f, who anticipated parties, and plea- 
sure, and gaieties, in the coming spring, which 
the doctors thought it but too probable she 
might never enjoy. 

That Mr* Langdale's punctilio^ or Mrs. Ijang- 
dale's excessive desire for apparent juvenility, 
should have induced the postponement of Ma- 
ya's marriage was^ indeed, a melancholy cir- 
cumstance. The agitation, the surprise, the 
hope deferred, which weighed upon the sweet 
girVs mind, and that doubting dread of some- 
thing unexpected, which lovers always feel, 
bore down her spirits and injured her health ; 
whereas, had the marriage been celebrated, thr 
^ief she would have experienced firom all hei 
fi{^^hensions, added to the tpur of France 
and Italy, which the happy couple were to take 
infiii^ediately after their union, would have re*- 
stored.her tp health, while it ensured her happi- 
ne^^ Thi^ however, was not to be. 

It was now so.me three months since poor 
Mr.. Hardifig's recpntre . with Martha; md> 

TOL. III. Q 
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bftbil, find tivie, and comilaat avoeation, httd 
eonspired to free his mind fh>m the dread she 
at first inspired. Again he sftiiled and jobed^ 
again he tfty^ed societjr, and agam dared tc^ 
take the nearest road to Somerset House; nay, 
he had ao far reoorered froeft t^ unaiQcouatafole 
terror he had ori^nally ftl^ that he went to his 
desk, and selecting the paper wherein he had 
set down the awful denvmeijM4on of the hag, 
deliberately tore it i»to bits, and witnessed iti» 
desiniGtion in the fire, with samething like real 
satis^kction, and a determinfttioti ntrer mere to 
flunk Aipon so silly «r affitir. 

iVederiek liangdale was, as usual, with hia 
betrothed, and Mrs. Harding enjoying the 
egotism of the terers (f&r, as I said bafinfe, 
lovers thifth ^ir conversi^ion the most chann-* 
kig ia the weiM^ beciotse th^ talk of notbtiig 
but themseKes), when his curricle was driYtt* 
to the deof t^ convey him to Tattersatt'ls 
wheire his ikther had oomnrisBioned hiia to look 
at a horse, er horses, whkh he iMended 19 
ptm^ase; fer Fi'ederick was, of alt chi^ i« . 
the world, Ae beit possible judge of a hum^ '- 

T^ this sweeping dictum, pronduiMK) by 
the youQg genttenmu himeeli^ Hfn liaf4iiig> 



Digitized by 



Google 



tKywever, was fiot willing to absent i and there- 
forij in order txj liate the fall advantage of 
tin^ Ifefltds, whicfr, as thieparoyetb iays, are 
b^ter tfaan one, tfce worthy Sit^er-in-taW elect 
pr6p6titd Hccompanyrng the youth to the aiiO- 
ttone^' yard at Hydc*iPark-Comer, It heiitf( 
on^ of those few privileged dkyd wheii the 
labourers iii our public offices make holiday. 
The proposal "was^hafled with deKgbt by the 
young ntttn, whd^ in otdier^to^hew due deference 
to Mr. Harding, gave him the reins, and bowing 
their adkiix to the ladies at the window, away 
they went, the ftplendid cattle of Mr. Langdale 
prancing find cuiirettingj fire flamrng from tlieir 
eyes, and smoke breathing from tlieir noBtrilfl* 

The charioteer, however, soon fomid rhat 
the hicyrses Were gonle^^ bat beyond his strengtUj 
even putting his skill wholly out of the qiieation^ 
and in turning into RuBsel I -street^ proposed 
snrrenriering the rerns to Frederick, By some 
misunderstanding of words in the aknt* which 
H&rding felt J Frederick did nut take the reins 
wliich he ^perfectly coirfounded) tendered (0 
him in great agitation. They alrpped oter the 
dashing rron between the horseSj who thus 
freed fiom restraint, reared wildly -in tht^ air, 
Q 2 
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and plunging forward dashed the Tehicle 
against a post, and precipitated Frederidc and 
Harding on the curbstone : the off-horse kicked 
desperately as the carriage became entangled 
and impeded, and struck Frederick a desperate 
blow on the head. Harding, whose right amv 
and collar-bone were broken, raised himself on 
his left band, .and saw. Frederick weltering in 
blood ; apparently li^bss before him. The 
infuriated animals again plunged forward with 
the shattered remnant of the carriage, and a» 
tliis object was removed from his sight, the 
wretched &ther«in4aw beheld looking upoo^ 
the scene with a fixed and unruffled couote* 
nance^-MARTHA, the Gypsy. 

It was dovbtful whether the appearance of 
this horrible yisipn, coupled ae it was wtih Uie^ 
verification of her prophecy, had not a more 
dreadfiil effect upon Mr. Harding than the sad 
reality before him. He trembled, uckeoed^. 
fimited, and fell s^iseless on the ground. 

Assistance was^ {uromptly procured, and thck 
pounded sufferers were carefully removed to 
t^ir respective dwellings. Frederick Lang*^ 
dale's Mifferings were much greater than those 
of his companion^ and in addition to sevens 
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imctures of two of his limbs, the wound upon 
the head presented a most terrible appearance, 
and excited the greatest alarm in his medical 
attendants. 

Mr. Harding, whose tempeiute course of life 
was greatly advantageous to his case, had suf* 
fered comparatively little : a simple fhu;ture of 
the arm and didocation of the collar-bone 
(which was the extent of his misfortune), were, 
by skilful treatment and implicit obedience to 
professional commands, soon pronounced in a 
dtate of improyement ; but a wound had been 
inflicted which no doctor coidd heal. The 
conviction that the woman, whose anger he 
had incurred, had,, if not the power of pro- 
ducing evil, at least the power to foretel it, 
and that be had twice again to see her before 
the fulfilment of her prophecy struck deep into 
his mind r and although he fblt himself more 
at ease when he had communicated to Mrs. 
Harding the &ct of having seen the Gypsy at 
the moment of the Occident, it was impos- 
sible for him to rally from the shock which 
hid nerves had received. It was in vain he 
tried to shake off the perpetual apprehension 
xtfagam beh<ddifigheir^ . ' 

Q 3 
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Frederick I.4i|)gdiU?. rasiamed $>r 9osm tioi^ 
m a very premriqup 0l»le« All vifjitoni wan 
excluded A'oai 14« ipomiy md a wrenched spaice 
of two months passed, during which bis ft&c- 
tsonate. IVI^ia bad nevc^ b^n aIU>wed .to 9ee 
him, nor to wrife I09 n^r t^ hoar fiH^m bim« 
Whil^ her oqqstitutipi), Jike tba$ of my pQcnr 
Fimny Mi^dows« was £i»4iially giyii^ vmy 
to the coastaut operation of saV^Uude find 
aorrow. 

Mir« Hardifig mee^while recov^^red rapidly^ 
hut bis spirit^ did not ke^^p pace. wpUi bis 
mending bi^l|tj^ ; fl^ 4^ead he^^^lt of ^uiUifig 
hishouse, the tremor <^^ited in h^s breast by 
^ l^nockii)g/^t( the,dc)Qif, or ih^ ai^v^^h of a 
foptstfip^ lefiX tfh% intcvid^f l^hpuld b^theJiadi^i- 
lisk Martha, were not to bet descri,be4 ; a^d $he 
^pp^sMrance of his poor M^i^ di^ n9^^<^^ to 
cheer the gloom yf^\c\\ liuag pver him* 
^ When ^tle^tb Fredeifick, w^s sufficieutly 
recovered to receive visitors, Maria /was i^ut 
sufficiently wdl <to visit him» sl^ waa too 
rapidly siokii^ ipto ail early gi(ave, and even 
the/ {diysiciai;! hiii^^lf appeared d^iroua of 
prq)a4iig hier piMrents for the wiKSt^ while sh^y 
full of the symptomatic^ proNqpeetifeoess jqI* 
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disease, ffttU talked aafioipalingly of future 
happkiaasy when FitBderkk wbuM be suffici* 
MUly re-established to visit her. 

At length) how^er^ the doctors suggested 
a change of air — a bfigg^tiot) instantly at« 
tended to, but alas! too late; the wcaknesB of 
the poor girl was such) that upon a trial of her 
str^^th it wae fbuad i^iq(>edient to attempt 
her removals 

In this terrible state, sefNUmted froia Mm 
whose all die wala^ did the tixeinplarj patient 
linger, and life seemed flickeriiig in h^r ftushjaiig 
cheek ; and her eye w«8 aunken end her paorobed 
lip quitered With paiti. 

It Was At length agreed^ thai on the fefiowtug 
day IVederitk Langdale nught be peiintKed 
to ?tslt her t-^hts varied fractui^ea were rediioed, 
and the wound oh the head had aesilmeda 
laVourable appeitr^tic^ The carriage was or- 
dered to convey him to the Harcfiil^ at one^ 
and the physician advised by all means that 
Mariaf should be apprised of and prepared -for 
the meeting, the day previous ta its taking 
place. Those who are parents, atid those alone^ 
maU be^d>leto understand the teadereeliiikude, 
thewmry aanlidn with which both hei^fiiUier 
a 1 
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and mother proceeded in a disclosure, sd 
important as the medical men thought to her 
recovery — so careful that the coming joy sliould 
be imparted gradually to their siifFering child, 
and that all the miachieft resulting from an 
abrupt announcement should be avoided. 

They sat down by her-— spoke of Frederick 
— Maria joined in the conversation — laised 
herself in her bed^ — by degrees, hope was ex- 
cited that she might soon again see him — this 
hope was gradually improved into certainly — 
the period at which it might occur spoken of 
— that period again progressively diminished : 
the anxious girl caught the whole truth — she 
knew it — she was conscious that she should 
behold him on the morrow— she burst into a 
flood of tears and sank down upon her pillow. 

At that moment the bright sun, which was 
shining in all its splendour, beamed into the 
room, and fell strongly upon her flushed coun- 
tenance. 

«* Draw dowii the blind, my love," said Mrs, 
Harding to her husband. Harding rose and 
proceeded to the window. 

A shriek of horror burst from him — " She m 
there r' exclaimed the agonized man. 
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^< Who ?" cried his astonished wife. 

a She— she — ^tfie horrid she !" 

Mrs. Harding ran to the window and beheld 
standing on the opposite side of the street, with 
her eyes fixed attentively on the house — Mar- 
tha, the Gypsy. 

^^ Draw down the blind, my love^ and come 
away ^pray come away," said Mre. Harding. 

Harding drew down the blind. 

^^ What evil is at hand ? What misery is 
impending?" sobbed Harding. 

A loud scream from his wife, who had re« 
turned to the bed*side, was the horrid answer 
(o his painful question. 

Maria was dead! 
* Twice of the thrice had he seen this dread- 
ful fiend in human shape; each visitation was 
(as she had foretold) to surpass die jMreceding 
one, in its importance of horror.— What could 
surpass this? 

There, before the afflicted parents lay their ii^ 
nocent child str^x:hed in the still sleep of death ; 
neither of them believed it true— it seemed like 
a dreadfiil dream. Harding was bewildered^ 
and turned firom the corpse of his beloved to 
ttie window he had just left.^ — ^Martha was 
q5 
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gone — and he heacd W Bti^^ng a witil and 
joyous air at the otber end of the street. 

The set vaata were summoned^ — medical aid 
v^ as culled in-^but it was all too late I and the 
wretched parents were doomed t© mourn their 
loved, their lost Maria. George, her ibad and 
aifc^ctionate brotlier, who was at Oxfordj hast«i- 
ed from all the academic hoiK>urs which were 
wailing him, to follow to the giave his beloved 
lister. 

The effect upon Frederick Langdale waa 
most dreM^uI ; it was supposed that lie would 
nev^r recover from a shock so ga^at, and at the 
moment so unexpected ^ fot, although the de- 
licacy of her constitution was a perpetual 
source of unea&iacss and solicitvide-j still the 
immediate Bympioms had taken mih&c a &- 
vonrable turn during the laai few days of het 
life, Eind had re-invigorated the hopes which 
those who so dearly loved her entertained of her 
«ventiml recowry- Of Aifl distresied young 
man I never indeed heard any thing, till about 
three yeaia after, when I saw it announced in the 
papers that he was jost married to the ©iily 
daughter of a rich west -country baronet, which 
evenly if I wanted to workout another proverb 
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heie, wcMii4 afford m^^ iill)St ikdmirabl^ Oppor* 
tunity of doii^ $o« 

Tbe death of poor JVbrm^ and ihe dread 
wbieb her fiitber iN»letftaiiied of the tbnrd vinta- 
irniof BbMfth%madeaeofeiipleitQhaiigein the 
affairs of the &mil)r. By tbe AertionI of power* 
fill inlenss^ he obtained ani^i^iiHnri^nt fdr his 
Bdn to act a» hW deputy in the office wbioh be 
bdd) and having atbiev^d tbis: desirdd ci^aUy 
retolyed on leaving JSngland for a timcy and 
quitiiilg a neig^bdiirhoCkd iq wbicb he nfiust be 
perpeluaUy eKpoatfd to tbe danger which he iwas 
n0w peHettly eonvinced waa inseparable from 
Uki nexi intenricrw wiib tbe weiid woman» 

Geoige, of e0fivBe, ibiia cheeked in hw f Us- 
M^l pursuits, left XHhfd^ aiid at tbe etuAy age 
of nineteen c^nm ie nced acHte oflScaei life^ not 
cevtaialy in tbe ^tic«ilar departmenit. which 
bis nfotber bad selected fer bisd^&n^/ and k' 
was ao a ie w bat observable^ ihatlh^ Lang&Ies 
after ^e death of Maria^ not only ebttained 
from frequent intercourse with the Hardtngsj 
daring ihelr slay in Gnglalid) but tbatthe 
si%faty pri^»Bio»Sf4f tbe filitoet^oud. citizen 
dwindled by,de(prees inU^, an abeolute Iblget* 
fulb^ Df any. promiBer even condittooaly ter 
exert an interest for their son. 
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Sf^ing this^ Mr. Harding felt that he«hoat<( 
act prudentially, by endeavouring to place hb 
son where, in the course of time, he might 
perhaps attain to that situation, from whose 
honourable revenue he could live like a gen- 
tleman and " settle comfortably." 

All the arrangements which the kind &ther 
had proposed being made, the mourning cotiple 
proceeded on a length^ied tour of the con» 
tinent ; and it was evident that his spirits 
mended rapidly when he felt conscious tbal^ 
his liability to encounter Martha had decreased*^ 
The sorrow of mourning was soothed and'sioft- 
ened in the common course of Nature, and the 
quiet domesticated couple eat themselves down 
at Xjauganae, ^^ the world forgetting, by the 
world forgot^" except by their excellent and 
dkemphmy eon, whose good qualities, it seems,' 
had captivated a remarkably pretty girl, a 
neighbour of his, whose mother seemed to be 
equally charmed vmb the goodness of his in- 
come. 

There appeared, grange to say, in this love 
afiair, no difficulties to be surmounted^ no 
obstaclesr to be overcome ; and the consent of 
the HardiDgs (requested in a letter, which also 
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begged thefti to be pi^esent at the ceremony, if 
they were wiUirig it should take pkce), was 
presently obtained by George; and at the close 
of the second year, which had passed since 
their departure, the parents and son were again 
assembled in that house, the sight of wliich 
recalled to their recollection their unhappy 
daughter and her melancholy fate, and which 
wa» still associated most painfully in the mind 
of Mr. Harding with the hated Gypsy. 

Tbe^ charm however had, no doubt, been 
broken. In the two past years Martha was 
probably either dead, or gone fix>m the neigh- 
bouAood. Gypsies were a wandering tribe — 
and why should she be an exception to a' 
general rule ? — and thus Mrs. Harding checked 
the rising apprehensions and renewed uneasi- 
ness of her husband; and so well did she 
Succeed, that when tlie wedding-day came, and 
the belkrang, and the fevours fluttered in the 
air, his countenance was lighted up with smileis, 
and he kissed the glowing cheek of his new 
daughter-in-law with warmth, and something 
like happiness. 

The wedding took place at that season of the' 
year when fiiends and families meet jovially 
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mnd bansiooiously) when all little bkkerii^ 
•re ibrgpcteny and when, by a geneml fediag 
founded ufon veltgion, and perpetuated by the 
memory of the bleasing gi*anted to the world 
by the Almighty, an uniYersal amnesty is fMro* 
daimed ; when the cheerful fire, and the teesung 
board announce that Christmas is come,, and 
mirtli and gi^atalaticm axe; the order of the dkiy* 

It unfortunately happened, however, that to 
the account of Miss Wilkinson^ marriage with 
George Harding, 1 am not permilted, in truth, 
to add that they left town in a tmi^ling car« 
riage and four, to q>end the hoiiey«-mooB« 
Three or four days permitted absence from his 
office alone were devoted to the, celebration of 
the nuptials^ and it was af^reed thai the wbole 
party, togeliber with the younger iMranchea 
of the WiUdnsons^ their cousins aiid second 
cousins, &c« should meet on twelfth^night to 
celebrate in a juvenile party the return of the 
bride and bridegroom to their home. 

When that night came it was del%htfbl to 
see the happy feces of the smiling youngsters: 
it was a pleasure to behold them pleased-^ 
a participation in which, since the highest 
amof^ US) and the most accon^shed prince 



Digitized by 



Google 



^mmmi 



in B^I€fle amuiallj^ evinces ^I^ gratificatipa he 
(aejft ja such ug^t,, I ftin by no means dm* 
po8e4 lo cUscIaun, And mercj was the jest, and 
pMly did the ei^ing pps^; aod Mr. Hardinf^ 
^mrouaded , by his yout;hful guests, sn^led^ 
a|B4 foe a season feiigot his care; yet, as he 
(^ailQed .found ih^ roooif he cpqld not suppress 
^ 9^^ vi^e»,h^ recollected, that in that very 
VQom t49dN'lu)g|iiarii»had entertained her Ut« 
tie parties on the annivers^^ry of the same day 
in .ftucmer y^aci. 

^ &ifjif)«f was annoiin^ed early, and the gay 
throng bounded dawn siiairs to the parlour, 
wliere lui iibwid^no^ of the luxuries (^ middling 
Ufa ciowided tke board. In the centre appeared 
Ae great ol^^^l of die feast^a huge twelfth- 
cakec; and gttded Idngt w4 ^^eens stood 
ItDgeeiog ^er .circles' of a^:ai;let swei^mefitft, 
and heaflspf sugar lny enshrined with wiMrUke 
trophies <^ the same^ material* 

Many and .dee|> were tbe womnds the B^gjhiy 
heap receiYedy dud eiefy gueet watcb^ with 
a :deep amdely the comcsg portion^ .r^dsr 
iWelgr lo tke (Bering splendour with which 
its fmsled suvftce w«» adorned*. Charac|er« 
cards^ UUnstirated wiih|iitl^ in^itQes acid sipa^!^ 
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sayings, were distributed ; and by one of thos^ 
little frauds whidi, in such societies, are always 
|olerated, Mr. Harding was announced* as 
king, and the new bride as queen ; and ther# 
was such charming joking, and such harinleSB 
merriment abounding, that he looked to bis 
wife with an expression of content, which 
she had often but vainly sought to find upon 
his countenance since the death of his dear 
child. 

Supper concluded, the clock struck twelve, 
and the elders looked as if it wer^ time fer the 
young ones to depart. One hal^hour^s grace 
was begged for by the *' King," and granted; 
and Mrs. G^rge Harding on this night was to 
ding them a song about^^ poor old maidens*' — an 
ancient quaintness, which by custom and usage 
ever since she was a little child she had an* 
nually per/brmed upon this anniversary; and, 
accordingly, the promise being claimed, silence 
was obtained, and she, with all that shew of 
tucker-heaving diflBdence which is so becoming 
in a pretty plump downy-cheeked girl, prepared 
to commence the venerable chaunt,when a noise 
resembling that produceable by the falling of 
an eight-and-forty pound shot, echoed through 
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the house. It appeared to descend from the 
very top of the building down each flight of 
sCait^, rapidly and violentty. It passed the 
room in which they were sif tingj and rolled iis 
impetuous course downwards to the basement. 
As it seemed to leave the hall, the parlour door 
was forced open, as if by a rude gust of wind^ 
and stood ajar 

All the children were in a moment on their 
feet, huddled close to their respective mothers 
in groups* Mrs. Harding rase and rang the 
bell to enquire the meaning of the uproar- 
Her daugViter-itt-lawj pale as ashes, looked at 
George; but there was one of the party who 
moved uot^ who stirred not : it was the elder 
Harding, whose eyes first fixed sledfastly on 
the half-opened door, slowly followed the course 
of the wall of the apartment to the fire-place | 
— there they rested. 

When the servants came, they said they had 
heard the noise, but thought it proceeded from 
above. Harding looked at his wife i and then 
turning to the servant, observed carelesslyj that 
it must have been some noise in the street, and 
desiring him to withdraw, In treated the bride to 
pursue her song. She did ; hut the children 
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had been too much alarmed toet^oj it^ and tlie 
noise had in its chamcter somethiDg so strange 
and so unearthly, that even the elders of the 
partyi although bound not to admit any thing 
like apprehension, before their offspring, felt 
extremely well pleased when they found them- 
selves at home* 

When the guests were gone, and George's 
wife lighted her candle to retire to restj her 
&tber-in*law kissed her affectionately, and 
prayed God to bless her. He then took a kind 
leave of his son, and putting up a forventprajer 
for his happiness, pressed him to his heart and 
bade him adieu with an earnestness,, which^ 
under the commonrplace circumstance of a 
temporary separalion, was inexplicable to the 
young man; 

When Harding readied hia bed*room he 
spoke to his wife, and intreated her ta prepare 
her mind for same great calamity^ 

^^ What it is to be, said Harding, ^^ where 
the blow is to fall I ktK>w not ; but it is over 
us this night!'* 

" My life r' exclaimed Mrs. Harding, "what 
new fiuicy is this?'* 

" Eliza, loveS" answered her husband| in Or 
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tone of unspeakable agony, '* I have a«rn her 
for the third and last tima !" 

*' Who ?'^ 

" Martha, the Gytsy." 

*' Impossible!** said Mfb. Harding, "you 
have not left the house to-dEty!" 

" Ti uej my beloved," replied the husband ; 
** but I have seen her. When that tremendous 
noise was heard at supper, as the door was 
supei-naturally opened, I saw her, Slie fixed 
those dreadful eyes of her's upon me ; she pro- 
ceeded lo the fire-place, and F^tood in the midst 
uf the children, and there she remained till the 
servant came in/' 

(4 ]y]y dearest husband,*' said Mrs. Harding, 
" this is but a disorder of the imagination V* 

'* Be tt what it may," said he, " I have seen 
(ler- Human or superhuman^ — natural or super" 
ualurai — there slie was, I shall not strive to 
argue upon a poiut where I am likely to meet 
with little credit t all 1 ask is, pray fervently, 
have faith^ and we will hope the misfortune, 
whatever it is, may be averted," 

He kissed bis wife's cheek tenderly, and 
after a fitful feverish hour or two fell intoji 
fiUnnbet. ' 
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From that slamber never woke he more.— He 
was found dead in his bed in the morning. 

** Whether the force of imagination, coupled 
with the unexpected noise, produced such an 
alarm as to rob him of life, I know not,'' said 
my coram unicaht ; " but he was dead." 

This story was told me by my friend Ellis 
in walking from the City to Harley-street 
late in the evening ; and when we came to 
this part of the History we were in Bedford- 
square, at the dark and dreary comer of it 
where Caroline-street joins it. 

^^ And there !'' said Ellis, pointing downwards, 
" is the street where the circumstance occurred !" 

" Come, comej" siaid I, ^* you tell the story 
weU, but I suppose you do not expect it to be 
received as gospel." 

/^ Faith," said he, ^^ I know so much of it 
that I was one of the twelfth-night party, and. 
heard :the noise.'' 

" But you did hot see the spectre ?" cried I. 
-^« No," replied Elite, « I certainly did not." 

« Nor any body else," said I, " I'll be 
sworn." A quick footstep was jiist ttien heard 
behind us.-*I turned half round to let the 
person pass, and saw a woman enveloped- 
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ill a red cloak, whose sparkling black eyeSj shone 
upon by the dim lustre ofa lamp above her head^ 
dazzled me, — 1 was startled — " Pray remember 
old Martha, the Gypsy," said the hag* 

It was like a thunder-stroke, — I instantly 
slipped my hand into my pocket, and hastily 
gave her therefrom a Hve^hilling piece. 

" Thanks, my bonny one,*' said the woman, 
and setting up a shout of contemptuous laugh* 
tefj she bounded down Caroline-street^ towards 
Russell -street, singing, or rather yellingj a wild 
air. 

Ellis did not speak during this scene — he 
pressed my arm tighdy, and we quickened our 
pace. We said nothing lo each other till we 
turned into Bedford -street^ and the lights and pas- 
aengers of Tottenham- court -road re-assured us, 

^* What do you thi nk onhai T' sai d El lis to me. 

'* Sebimg is believiwGi" was my reply. 

I have never passed that dark comer of Ben- 
ford-square in the evening since, 

THE END, 
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